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A Deltarune fancomic 
written and drawn by LynsxGriffin 


PaPer TRAIL 


COMPLETE EDITION 


This POF includes all of ‘Paper Trail,’ 
plus some new side comics and stories, 
behind the scenes material, random 
doodles, and moret 


Paper Trail was started and completed 
between the releases of chapters one 
and two of Deltarune. It’s told solely 
as a fan interpretation of where the 
remaining story could go based on 
chapter one. As such, it’s now an AU 
compared to Deltarune as a whole. 


Deltarune and all related characters 
and properties belong to Toby Fox. 

This fan comic was done for the fun 

of exploring the characters and world. 
While this version 1s printable if you 
would like to do so, this fancomic is 

not made for profit, and no infringement 
1s intended. 


Thank you, and en joy 
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Chapter One 
Ralse1 





5-50 YOU CAN CHOOSE 
BETWEEN A DIORAMA, A POSTER, A 
SONG, OR A WRITTEN STORY FOR 
YOUR PRESENTATION! 
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ae OF COURSE, IF YOU REALLY vee —_ BUT THEN L/D ALSO 


WANT TO GO ABOVE AND BEYOND, YOU HIGHLY SUGGEST AN EXTRA ONE- 


COULD D-DRAW A WHOLE COMIC SERIES PAGE ESSAY OUTLINING YOUR 
FEATURING CHARACTERS FROM YOUR CHARACTERIZATION CHOICES BECAUSE YOU 


FAVORITE ANIMATED TV SHOWS INTHE AT~\KNOW ASTRAL WOLF WOULD NOT BE A GOOD 
ROLES OF THE READING’S 7 —__\ MATCH FOR CAPTAIN AHAB IN THIS 


PROTAGONISTS... CONTEXT— 








SHOOT, NOW W-WHERE’D T 
PUT THAT SAMPLE 
DIORAMA... 





KRIS AND L’LL GO 
GET IT FOR YOU, MS. 
ALPHYS! 


AHH, SUSIE, 
THAT'S VERY 
GENEROUS OF A 
YOU! 





HOUGH 
YVESTE : 


/ 


DN’T R-REALLY 
ACTUALLY BRING BACK 














THIRD DAY IN A ROW 
YOU WANT TO DO 
THIS? 














SIT THROUGH ANOTHER BORING 
Fee par oe rte a 
DARK WORLD'S DOWN THE 
ne WELL...YOU 


NEVER ASKED IF 
I DID. 


C’MON, KRIS...4%OU 

KNOW I CAN’T GET 

INTO THAT PLACE 
WITHOUT YOU. 


FOR SOME WEIRD 
REASON... 
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ALL RIGHT/ 


LET’S GO 
FIND THOSE 
LOSERS! 





HAS 


KRIS! SUSIE! L’M 50 I WOULD’VE MADE YOU 
GLAD YOU CAME BACK ANOTHER WELCOME CAKE, BUT IT’S 
AGAIN! BEEN 50 BUSY AROUND HERE SINCE 
YOU FIRST ARRIVED... 


IT’S LOOKING 
GOOD, LANCER. 


PE *” THAT’S ‘CAUSE MY 
UT STANDING an F 
0 NPI 5ENSE O 
TASTE ARE TURNING THIS SIRE...PLEASE... 


Pag ARE THESE HOLES 
ee eee by a4 re NECESSARY TO HAVE IN 


THIS ROOM? 


.-4OU CAN FILL IN 
ANYTHING BUT MY TOP 
THREE, THOUGH. 


YOU CAN’T GET RID OF 
THAT ONE! THAT’S MY 


THIRD FAVORITE 
THRONE ROOM | 





O-OH... 
WHERE ARE THE OTHER 
TWO, SIRE? 


AROUND 
SOMEWHERE. 


YOU'RE STILL 
NOT BACK IN 
YOUR OWN CITY 
WET. 





MAYBE WE 
SHOULD CHAT 
SOMEWHERE WHERE 
IT’S A BIT LESS 
CROWDED! 


OH NO! NOT MUCH 
POINT RIGHT NOW. 


AND I’VE BEEN HERE 
TRYING TO STUDY THIS 
FOUNTAIN, AND HOW Wé THREE 
COULD SEAL IT...BUT I 
HAVEN’T GOTTEN MANY 
CLUES 50 FAR. 
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ANCIENT PROPHECIES AREN’T 
GOOD AT BEING SPECIFIC, HUH? 


I THINK THEY TRUST 
YOU'LL FIGURE IT OUT 
ON YOUR OWN! 


‘CAUSE IT’S BORING 
IN OUR WORLD! EVERYONE 
JUST ACTING LIKE THINGS ARE 
ALWAYS NICE AND 
NOTHING’S WRONG. 





WELL, AT 
LEAST IT’S AN 
EASY WAY IN AND 
OUT OF HERE FOR 


YEAH! aN 
IT’S REAL FUNNY 


HOW MUCH YOU TWO 
WANTED TO LEAVE 
HERE THAT FIRST 
TIME, AND NOW YOU 
JUST KEEP COMIN’ 
BACK! 


GETTING YOU... 
THINKING WEIRD. 


412 


OH, IT CAN’T BE THAT 
BAD! A WHOLE WORLD OF 
LIGHT...THAT SOUNDS LIKE 
IT’D BE SUCH A BEAUTIFUL 
PLACE TO LIVE. 


WHAT IF... 

YOU CAME 

WITH US TO 
5é6 IT? 


OOOH, IT WANNA 
SEE THE LIGHTNER I WANNA TRY LIGHT HAH, THAT’D BE 
WoRLp! CANDY! AND USE LIGHT SOMETHING! YOU KNOW JUST 
DOLLARS TO BUY LIGHT HOW MANY STUCK-UP NERDS 
THERE ARE OUT THERE YOU 


COULD TERRORIZEP 


| / )§6IF WE TERRORIZE 
THEM TOGETHER WE 
CAN COVER DOUBLE 
THE NERD 
GROUND/ 





OH COME ON, IT’D 


I’M FLATTERED 
YOU’D WANT US TO SEE 
YOUR HOME! BUT IT...L DON’T 
THINK IT REALLY WORKS 
THAT WAY... 


WHAT DO YOU 


AH, WELL...IT’S A 
LITTLE HARD FOR ME TO 
EXPLAIN...BUT I DON’T THINK 
EXISTENCES ACROSS OUR 
WORLDS ARE...ALWAYS 
DIRECTLY PARALLEL... 


GEEZ. JUST. STOP IT’S JUST THAT I 
THE NERDSPEAK! DON’T HAVE EVIDENCE 
THAT DARKNERS CAN SOMEONE’S 
EXIST IN YOUR WORLD IN COMING! 
THE WAY YOU'D EXPECT, / 
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SERIOUSLY? 
YOURE SCARED OF 
THIS WeleDo? 


@ 





THIS GUY'S ALREADY 
PISSING ME OFF 


ta’ 


NO, L DON’T 
WANNA FIGHT, I 
JUST WANNA 
LEAVE! 








WHO THE HELL WAS 
THAT ASSHOLE?! 








DAMMIT, 
LANCER, IF YOU 


JUST LET— 


NOT THE WAY I \; 
EXPECTED, I GUESS. 








& me. 
& 


ey 
Se 


WHERE ’S... 


WHAT/D 
RALSEI...TURN fA 
INTO? 





—WE’LL JUST 
JUMP BACK IN AGAIN 
50 THEY’LL COME 
BACK AND— 























50 THIS IS 
WHERE YOU'VE 
BEEN HIDING 
THESE PAST 
COUPLE DAYS, 
KRIS! 


M-MS. TORIEL, DON’T 

GET UPSET! THEY WERE 

VOLUNTEERING TO GET 
SOMETHING FOR ME! 


I-L’M SURE THEY JUST 
GOT DISTRACTED ALONG 
THE WAY... 


WITH WHAT, MAKING OUT 
IN THE CLOSET? 

WHILE IT’S NICE YOU’/RE 
MAKING FRIENDS, YOU CAN’T 
JUST SKIP CLASS EVERY DAY 

TO GOOF OFF Wits THEM, 

KRIS! 


C98 4 - 
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THERE’S A TIME AND 
PLACE FOR THINGS. YOU 
UNDERSTAND ? 


GOOD. NOW You | | 
BOTH RUN BACK TO vie WE/LL 


DISCUSS THIS 
MORE AT HOME, 





— 


DON’T YOU WORRY 


ABOUT THAT SAMPLE 
DIORAMA! L’M 5-SURE 
YOU ALL KNOW WHAT LI 

MEAN, ANYWAY! 
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OH, GREAT, 
GUESS YOU 
DION’T SLEEP 
EITHER. 





IF WE JUST...GO 
BACK QUICK, AND 
BRING THEM BACK, 
IT‘LL BE FINE... 








WH—WHERE’S THE 
DARK WORLD?! 
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GOODNESS, KRIS! 
NEVER EXPECTED TO 
SEE YOU HERE THIS 

















BUT IT I5 ANICE 
SURPRISE! GLAD TO SEE 
YOU ARE FEELING 
BETTER. 





OH, THAT? Sf, 
WHAT...HAPPENED...TO , ¥ 50 THAT IS WHAT LDID\ | 
THE THINGS IN THIS WEG QUE EIT Tbe WESTERDAY. i 


CLASSROOM? 


OUTING THERE 
YESTERDAY REMINDED ME 
THAT I WAS FAR 
OVERDUE FOR CLEANING 
THAT OLD THING 
OUT... 


I HOPE YOU BOTH 
HAVE A GOOD DAY AT 
SCHOOL! 





SUHITSHITSHIT | LI CAN’T...L... 


DAMMIT DAMMIT WE HAVE TO FIX 
DAMMIT/ | THIS, KRIS! 











I CAN’T JUST...LET 
THIS GO! MY ONLY 
FRIEND, THIS KID WHO 
STILL WANTED TO BE 
FRIENDS AFTER I BEAT THE 
CRAP OUT OF HIM AND NOW I 
SCREWED HIM UP AND HIS 
ENTIRE HOME MIGHT BE 
GONE/S/ 


PLEASE, 
KRIS, L NEED 


To— 


WELL...HOW THE HELL 
ARE WE GONNA DO IT? 


YES, WE WILL 


FIX THIS. | 
we I NEED...TO TALK 


TO RALSEI. 































































































EVERYTHING ALL MOM...WHERE DID YOU...THROW 
RIGHT, KRIS? OUT THE THINGS IN THE OLD 
CLASSROOM... 





er, eal WHY IS THIS 
WORRYING YOU? IT WAS JUST 


) OLD CLASSROOM GAMES, 





BE UPSET! ALL THOSE 
THINGS WERE IN GOOD 
ONDITION AND MOST OF IT 
WAS LENT FROM OTHER 
PEOPLE, 50 I RETURNED 
EVERYTHING OR DONATED 
IT. 








WELL...4“OU KNOW THAT 
OLD JIGSAW PUZZLE 
ACTUALLY BELONGED TO 


ASRIEL, 50 I BROUGHT IT BACK 
HOME IN CASE HE WAS FEELING 
NOSTALGIC. I... THINK IT LENT THE 
CHESS SET TO THE 
HOSPITAL? 


IF KNOWING WILL 
MAKE YOU FEEL 
BETTER... 


I AM AFRAID LT 
DO NOT 
REMEMBER ALL 
THE REST. BERDLY 
HELPED ME WITH 
THE CLEANUP HE 
SHOULD KNOW 
WHERE THE REST 
WENT. 











LA 8 /NOW DO PLEASE TRY Doe ane 


TO RELAX AND FOCUS 
TODAY, KRIS! OU TR. 
































WELL, WHAT THE 


HELL’RE WE DOING? 
MAYBE...IF WE FIND 


EVERYTHING THAT WAS IN THE 
ROOM AND PUT IT BACK... 


—IT’LL BRING 
THEM BACK, TOO? 
THAT’S ALL YOU 

aot?! 





mmm ae 


50 LET’5 GO 
NOW, FAST! 


AT LEAST 
THERE’S ONE 
PLACE WE CAN 








WIPE YOUR FEET. 


UGH, 
SERIOUSLY?! 
MY MOM WILL 
OTICE. 


\ NOTICE J 








HE 
HERE, 
? 


50 T 
PUZZLE’5S 

RIGHT 
a 








50 IT SHOULD BE 
IN ONE OTHER 
PLACE. 


GEEZ, KRIS...Y~OU EVER 
CONSIDER, LIKE...PUTTING UP A 
POSTER OR SOMETHIN’... 





MOM MAY’/VE PUT 
THE PUZZLE UNDER HIS 
BED. 


GONNA EXPLAIN WHY RALSEI 
LOOKS EXACTLY LIKE YOUR 
BROTHER? 


OR DO YOU 
HAVE NO CLUE, 
EITHER? 
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THE PUZZLE 
SHOULD BE HERE, BUT... 
I CAN’T SEE 
ANYTHING... 


HOW THE HELL 
I5 IT 50 DARK 
HERE— 
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Chapter Two 
Eslira 








W-WHAT ON EARTH 
HAPPENED?! 






Wa 


2. & KN 


VE SS 
SAD 


WOW, THE LIGHTNER WoRLD! Vee 
L CAN'T BELIEVE IT! 
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YOU GUYS’RE 
YOU WERE RIGHT, OKAY 7! 
SUSIE, THAT WAS L THINK L SLEPT 


REALLY BORING. | tueoUGH THE WHOLE 
THING! 


YEAH, WHY 
WOULDN’T WE 


KRIS, WHAT DID 
YOU DoF! 


AND...WHERE 
ARE We? 





td 
Bs) 


PONT 
- 7 
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LOOK, WE’RE NOT SURE, 
BUT WE’RE GONNA FIX IT, WE 


JUST GOTTA... 


OH MY GOD © 
KRIS, WHY ARE 
WOU ASKING 


ABOUT YOUR 
BROTHER NOW? 
WE GOT BIGGER 

CRAP TO DEAL 
WITH! 





THE EVERYTHING 
NEEDS FIXING?! 


WHAT DO YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 
ASRIEL?P 


LIKE THE 
WHOLE OLD DARK 
WORLD BEING 
GONE?! 
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YEAH, IT’S LIKE 
NUMBER EIGHT ON OUR 
IMPORTANT THINGS LIST 

RIGHT NOW, OKAY?! 


IT’S ALL 
IMPORTANT... 


UMM, CAN WE BACK UP TO 
THE PART WHERE OUR HOMES 
ARE GONE, BECAUSE I WAS 
UNCONSCIOUS FOR ALL OF 
THAT, I THINK... 


pe ee 
IMPORTANT... 


WE STILL GOT THAT CAPED 
FREAK TO WORRY ABOUT, AND THE 
FACT THAT WE HAVE NO CLUE WHERE 
TO GO BECAUSE THIS IS THE 


DESERT OF JACK $#/— 





7/ 


Y YOU DUMB 
LOWNS: 


A. 


S 


I THINK WE 
SHOULD GO 
THAT WAY! 
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YOU TELL US, 
YOU’RE THE ONE 
WHO’S SUPPOSED TO 
KNOW HOW THESE 
FOUNTAINS WORK! 


THERE’S 
ANOTHER 
FOUNTAIN OF 
DARKNESS 
HERE? 


HOW CAN 
THAT Ber! 


IT’S JUST...L/‘VE 
NEVER SEEN THIS 
LAND BEFORE. 


LI THOUGHT WE 
ONLY HAD TO WORRY 
ABOUT THE ONE 
OTHER! 
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WELL LET’S WORRY 
ABOUT FIXING YOUR LAND 
FIRST, THEN WE CAN FIGURE 
OUT THE FOUNTAINS! 


ONCE We GET 
TO THAT CITY, WE 
CAN ASK ABOUT 
THAT AND THE [AU 
JIasaweys. BS 


IF THERE’S 
MORE FOUNTAINS 
We DON’T KNOW 


THIS MIGHT BE MORE 
CHALLENGING THAN 
FIRST THOUGHT... 


We CAN 
ASK THIS 
UPCOMING 

CREEPY 

LONER 
PERSON, 

Too! 





OR THRASH ‘EM 
IF THEY TRY TO 
MESS WITH US. 


HEY, YOU GUYS, 
LET’S NOT DO 
ANYTHING RASH! 


AFTER ALL, WE’RE 
5TRANGERS TO THIS 
LAND, AND WE DON’T 
WANT TO FRIGHTEN 
WHOEVER LIVES 50 LET’S JUST WALK 
HERE! OVER AND MAKE A NICE, 
FRIENDLY FIRST 
IMPRESSION. 
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NOH natty 
ap f° iy 
198 cf » \ = ae 

am AYR 


OH MY GO 
SHUT vel 


OH WOW, TWO 


GO AWAY/ No RALSEIS! 
ONE’S HOME!! 


HAHA! 50...50RRY 
TO STARTLE YOU, IT 


WAS JUST UH, 
UNEXPECTED)... 
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NO ONE LIVES 
HERE! ONLY THE 
SOUND OF THE WIND! 
woo000000! 


I’M HONESTLY 
SORRY I SCARED 
YOU! WE’D JUST LIKE 
TO TALK. 


OF KRIS? DON’T 
BE SILLY! 


KRIS IS ONE OF 
THE HEROES OF 
LIGHT, THEY’D 
NEVER HURT 
ANYONE! 
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WHAT'S A 
YeAN KRIS I5 THE LOSER, “RALSEI?” 
“M THE SCARY ONE! MY NAME IS 
GET IT RIGHT, SPEARMINT ESLICA 
RALSE!! : 


WELL, MY NAME’S RALSEI! 
I’M A PRINCE OF THE DARK, 
WITHOUT ANY SUBJECTS. 


I’M A PRINCE OF THE 
DARK, WITHOUT ANY SUBJECTS. 
LI GUARD THE HOWLING 
DESERT. 


THEN...YOU SHOULD KNOW THE 

LEGEND OF THE THREE HEROES NO...L HAVEN’T 

DESTINED TO SAVE THE WORLD HEARD ANY LEGEND 
FROM DESTRUCTION? LIKE THAT... 





LOOK, IT’S NICE YOU 
LONG-LOST TWINS ARE 
CATCHING UP BUT WE’VE GOT 
CRAP TO DO! ARE YOU GONNA 
HELP US OR NOT, 
SPEARMINT? 


HELP YOU WITH 
WHAT? 


WE’RE LOOKING 
FOR SOME MISSING 
WEIRDOS. SHORT, STUBBY 
ARMS, WEARING STUPID 
HATS? 


IF ANYONE IS ANYWHERE, 
THEY’/D BE IN TROPHY CITY. 
NO ONE LIVES IN THE 
HOWLING DESERT. 


WELL, CAN 
YOU TAKE US 
THERE? 


THERE’S 
NOTHING TO WoRRY 
ABOUT WITH KRIS! 
THEYRE VERY KIND AND IT’S 
CAN WIN BATTLES EMBARRASSING, 
WITHOUT FIGHTING- HONESTLY 
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YEAH, THAT'S THE IDEA, 
GET GOING WITH OUR FRIENDS 
AS QUICK AS POSSIBLE! 


OH, L’D LOVE TO 
TALK MORE! I NEVER 
WOULD/VE THOUGHT 

THERE WERE DARK 
aia gaa 
E! 


SPEARMINT 
JOINS THE 
PARTY! 





| int ioi MY NAME I5 ESLIRA. AND I 
* Spearmint joined than’ WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN 
ATTLES. 
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THAT’S ALL 
RIGHT, YOU DON’T 
NEED TO. 


AND TROPHY CITY IS 
50...NOISY, MUSICIANS, 
ATHLETES, FIGHTERS... 

EVERYONE ALWAYS 

CHATTERING AND 
COMPETING. 


LANCER, WE’RE 
GONNA GET YOU BACK 
YOUR OWN LAND AND 

CARD CASTLE. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING OUT HERE, LI TOLD YOU...L 
ANGWAY? GUARD THE HOWLING 
DESERT. 


DOES TROPHY 
CITY HAVE A 


LI CALL DIBS/ 
DIBS ON RULING 
TROPHY CITY! 


YEAH, L 
BELIEVE YOU. 
I WANT CARD 
CASTLE AND 

THIS CITY! 


LESSER DAD WOULP 
BE 50 PROULM... 
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A POOR IDEA. WHOEVER RUNS 
TROPHY CITY HAS TO WIN ONE OF THEIR 
TOURNAMENTS OR COMPETITIONS 


THEYRE ALWAYS HAVING. 






Tid 


UY 
pl e 






<, 


=a 


ey, 
s 





WHAT SORTS OF 
COMPETITIONS? 


WOW, WOULD YOU LOOK 
AT THAT, WE’VE ARRIVED 
ALREADY! 
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KRIS, WHAT’S 
THE PLAN? 


a7 ANY 


WE ASK AROUND, 
AND FIND ALL THE 
JIGSAWRYS, 


ESLIRA TAKES 
US TO THE 
FOUNTAIN. 


IF WE BRING 
EVERYONE BACK WITH 
US, WE CAN TAKE THEM 
WHERE WE NEED TO IN 

THE LIGHTNER 
WORLD. 
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AND WE'RE 
UNCONSCIOUS AGAIN...I YOU DO To ¥OuR 


QUESS IT CAN’T BE OTHER LAND ?... 


HELPED... 


OKAY, WE'VE 
GOT APLAN, 
LET’S Go! 





SP “Wine 5 
[Ni 





NEWCOMERS/ 
PREPARE TO BE-BOPPED 
BACK TO BED! 
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| \ ; x Te ~ - 
| \ ~ y S 
* Jazz Combo appeared? 


L TOLD YOU, 

EVERYONE IN 

TROPHY CITY 
WANTS TO 
COMPETE! 





Check Air Guitar 
Chill W 4\ 


1 
WY] 


Ve 
Wh 
ay 














INCREDIBLE 
INSTRUMENTATION! 


WAIT! BEFORE YOU 
GO...WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
50ME MISSING FRIENDS 

OF OURS. 


We MUST PRACTICE EVEN 
HARDER TO BE-REACH THE 
FINALS FOR MAYOR! 


MUSICAL... 


THEYRE SHORT, AND 
HAVE SNAPPY HATS...HAVE 
YOU SEEN THEM? 
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.- SINCE THE MEAN 
GREEN MACHINE 
\ STOPPED BEIN’ 
FEW FINE FOLKS PEACHY-KEEN! 


FROLICKING OUT 
THESE FRIDAYS... 


HEY QUICK SANE ce 
THE HELL DOES ANY OF THAT 
STEER CLEAR OF MEAN?! 


THAT FIGHTER OF 
FEAR WHILE HERE! 
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WHY 5 


SEE, ESLIRA? KRIS ALL OF YOUR 
CHOOSES TO END HEALTH TIED 

BATTLES TO THEIL 
PEACEFULLY! YOU SOUL? 
CAN TRUST THEM. 


AND THAT DOESN’T 
BOTHER YOU? 





WELL THAT’S... JUST 
HOW IT IS. THE FOUNTAINS 
RESONATE WITH THEIR 
SOUL. 


50 WE ONLY 
SURVIVE BATTLE IF 
THEY DO. 


I MEAN...L TRUST 
KRIS TO MAKE THE 
RIGHT DECISION... 
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THE MEAN 
GREEN FIGHTER IS 
COMING!! 





..WAIT. TON’T THAT JUST 
YISHO FROM THAT KIDDIE GAME 
‘YISHO'S STORY’ 


I THINK IT’D BE 
SUPER SMASHING 
FIGHTERS, ACTUALLY. 


WHATEVER! 


OH, HE LOOKS VERY 
FRIENDLY! I’M SURE THE 
CITIZENS HERE MUST BE 

MISTAKEN! 


SIRE! SIRE, YOU GOT 
OUTTA THE GREAT 
CALAMITY! 


We’VE BEEN 
SCATTERED ALL OVER AND 
FORCED TO PARTICIPATE IN 

DANCE-OFFS TO MAKE ENDS 4 

MeET!! fe 





OH, LT KNEW 
THIS WOULD GO 
BAD! 






a) 
\ ) & =~ 
Be 


hey, 


GET BACK 
HERE YOU STUPID 
FROG!! 


2 


a) 
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OKAY, KRIS! I KNOW Aes 
WOU’LL KNOW HOW TO ‘2 Sing Call the IRS 
PEACEFULLY SOLVE 

THIS! 


KRIS, THE HELL’RE YOU DOING?! 
OUR CELL PHONES DON’T EVEN WORK 
IN THE DARK WORLD! 


eo ™*N 





© Talk 


Call the IRS 








wf 
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A VIOLE IF HE’S REALLY 
orn es waster Aalree, nibh veo 
WORKED? } , 
VIOLENCE WOULD BE THE 
SOLUTION! 


LOOKS MORE LIKE YOU JUST 
FIXED HIS CONSTIPATION! 


WAY TO 
COMPLETELY 
RUIN MY WIN, 
LANCER. 


WOW, DID HE LEAVE 
US A CUTE BABY 
LIZARD? 








ps 


THANK GOODNESS YOU 
AND THE LIGHTNER 


WARRIORS ARE ALL 
RIGHT! 
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NOT LONG AFTER YOU LEFT, WE WERE JUST 
A HUGE CALAMITY TOOK OVER STARTIN’ TO ASK 
THE WHOLE KINGDOM! WE WOKE ABOUT YOU WHEN THAT 


UP IN THIS CITY! BEAST APPEARED AND 
BEGAN CHOMPIN’ UP 
US ALL! 


LI THINK THERE’S 
POWER-UPS THAT LOOK LIKE 
JIGSAWRYS IN ONE OF YISHO’S 
GAMES. MAYBE HE GOT 
CONFUSED. 


WHATEVER. THAT FELT GREAT FOR 
FACE WAS JUST 90 VIOLENCE TO BE THE 
PUNCHABLE... SOLUTION. 
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THE LIGHTNERS ARE GONNA 
DOPPEN Wiehe W HELP RESTORE OUR LAND! BUT I 
ae GUESS WE GOTTA TAKE A NAP 


--QUE9S THAT 
THROUGH MOST OF IT. AIN’T THE WORST 


THING. 


THEN...WHAT ARE 
OKAY, LT KNOW THAT YOU 50 WORRIED 
LAST BATTLE WAS A ABOUT? 
LITTLE ROUGH...BUT 
BELIEVE ME, KRIS IS 
REALLY GOOD ABOUT 
BEING PEACEFUL! 


THE LEGEND I escape THIS 


HEARD WHISPERED 
IN SHADOWS, AS Meee 
LONG AS I CAN : DARKNESS AND 
PEMEMGEE... CHAOS 
WHEREVER 
THEY WENT, 


WAS OF A HUMAN LIGHTNER 
THAT CAME OUT OF THE HOWLING 
DESERT, TORMENTED BY UNKNOWN 

FORCES IN THE WORLD OF LIGHT. 
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THAT HUMAN, KRIS... THEY BUT...4OU 
ARE DIFFERENT FROM WHAT I SHOULD BE 
IMAGINED MAYBE THEY WON’T BE CAREFUL. If I DON’T 
AS BAD AS IT FEARED MAYBE...THE : 


HAVE THE WHOLE 
DARKNESS CAN BE KEPT IN 
BALANCE. PICTURE...THEN L 


DOUBT YOU D0, 
TOO. 


MAYBE. BUT L } L MEAN...£ 
STILL TRUST : HAVE TO. 
“eis! 


HEY SPEARMINT, THIS PLACE 
HAS BEEN A RIOT AND ALL, BUT WE 
GOT TONS MORE TO DO, SO WHICH 
WAY OUTTA HERE? 


ental 


IT’S ESLIRA...AND 
THE FOUNTAIN ISN’/T 


A 
FAR. Va 





I’M NOT SURE. L’VE 
ALWAYS KNOWN WHERE IT 
15, BUT NEVER HOW IT 
GOT THERE. 


DO YOU KNOW 
WHEN THIS 
FOUNTAIN 
APPEARED? 


AND NO RULERS TO 
WATCH IT? THAT’S 
DUMB. 


LIKE I SAID, THE 
RULERS HERE CHANGE 
DEPENDING ON WHO WINS 
TOURNAMENTS... 


THE LAST I HEARD, THINGS WERE 
IN GREAT DISARRAY AFTER A 
STRANGE KNIGHT WON THE LAST 
TOURNAMENT, AND THEN REFUSED 
RULE...AND THEN THAT WHOLE MESS 
WITH THE GREEN FIGHTER... 
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THAT CAPED 


FREAK AGAIN... 


YOU NEVER 
ANSWERED MY 
QUESTION. 


MAYBE AFTER OUR 
LAND |S FIXED, I’LL 
CAN, 





KRIS, JUST... 
THAT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
HAVE GOOD 
ANSWERS FOR, 
EITHER. 


afe 


WHAT’/RE WE GONNA --DORRY ABOUT 
DO, B0557 THIS, LANCER. 


JUST HANG ON, 
IT'S GONNA GET 
WEEEEIED/ 





aah 
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WELL, THAT 
SCHOOL DAY'S 
SHOT. 


THERE’S ALOT 
MORE OF THE DARK 
WORLD THAN WE 
THOUGHT. 


UGH, I’M GONNA 
GO RAID YOUR 
FRIDGE, I’M 
STARVING- 





| 
| 


| 


WHY DOES DARK 
WORLD FOOD NEVE 
5EEM TO COUNT. 











/ YOU GOT ANY 
HEY, ERIS: LEFTOVER FRIED 


CHICKEN OR 
SOMETHING?! 














Chapter Three 
Aelsir 

















LEFT EARLY 


50 WE GOTTA FIND 


THE REST OF WHO'S BERDLY MAY 
MISSING... KNOW WHERE THEY 
ARE. 


UUGH. THEN WE 
THREATEN IT OUT OF HIS 
ROYAL NERDLINESS FIRST. 





KRIS, IT IS TIME TO 
GET UP... 


UNUSUAL... 





OH, KRIS, 
SUSIE! = LWAS REALLY 
WORRIED, YESTERDAY 
YOU— 








FUNNY YOU SAYING 
ME BEING SMART LIKE 
IT’S AN INSULT, 
CONSIDERING YOU BOTH 
WERE GONE AGAIN ALL 


DAY YESTERDAY — 





YOU HELPED MS. 
TORIEL CLEAN OUT 
THAT’S NOT 


WHERE’D YOU PUT REALLY YOUR 
EVERYTHING? ; BUSINESS... 





YEEEEAH, CAN’T SAY 
I’M CONVINCED 


ACTUALLY. 


FIGURED YOU'D 
KNOW THAT IF YOU 
WERE 50 SMART. / © 














OH, YOU DON’T 
WANT ME TO 
CONVINCE YOU, 
NERD 











II HADTODOA 
BUNCH OF RESEARCH 
FOR THIS, YOU KNOW! 





THE CHESS SET 
GOT LOANED TO THE 
HOSPITAL. THAT RATTY 
OLD CAT STUFFY CAME 
FROM ICE-E’5 
PIZZERIA. 


THE BUILD-A-BLOX 
SET WAS LOANED FROM 
THE CHURCH COLLECTION. 
AND THAT CARD PACK 
ORIGINALLY BELONGED 
I TO THE HOLIDAYS... 


eR 


ALTHOUGH 
WEIRDLY, THE JOKER 
AND THIS CARD WERE 

MISSING... 





| pmnrenemaeereeensamemem : 


YOU TOUCH 
ME AGAIN AND 
I'LL BITE YOUR 
HANDS OFF, YOU 


LITTLE 
TURODSTICKSS/ 





DUDE...NOT 
RADICAL. 

















WHAT, NOW YOU'VE SUDDENLY 
GOT A PROBLEM WITH MY 
ATTITUDE?! 





IT’S BETTER IF THEY 
JUST STAY AWAY FROM ME. I 
KNOW THEY/RE JUDGING ME 
ALL THE TIME. 


I MEAN, 
COME ON, 
YOU'RE & 

FREAK. IT KNOW 

\ THEYRE ALL |° 
JUST BEING 
PITY-NICE. 


THEY ONLY 
RESPECT ME WHEN 
THEY/RE SCARED OF 
Mé. 





IT SUCKS, 
DOESN'T IT? 
YOU SHOULD 

TRY BEING 

SCARY. 


LI SHOULDN'T. 1 
{ 


x 





OKAY, LET’S JUST 
WALTZ IN AND GRAB A 
PIZZA WHILE WE LOOK 


DOESN'T 
LOOK OPEN SCREW THAT/ We 
WET ’ CAN’T WAIT AROUND 
< FOR THIS PLACE TO 
P 


EN! 





COME TO THINK 
OF IT, LT DON’T 
KNOW WHEN L 
LAST SAW IT 








OPEN UP/ 
| WE WANT 5OME 
GODDAMN 
| PIZZA!: 


XV I 
N 
x 


| 
eg 
RN 


aK 

















AAAS 


ie ie 
ie 
ge 
4 \\ 
ig 





















































i 





| 


= & 
=~ = ( Y 
/ re) ly = e 
\S : ( ~) |! \ 
YSN G7 | 1s 
| 
— *) AM | | 
Y iN 1r\9 | C) 
= hs) |} / Zs 
VA 
Yh 














ys 
\ 


ks 














GEEZ, WHEN’S THE 
LAST TIME ANYONE 
EVEN HAD A BIRTHDAY 
HERE? 














WELL, THEY SAY THAT 

ONCE, A KID GOT KILLED 

HERE...AND THEY NEVER 
FOUND THE BODY... 


BUT SOMETIMES 
YOU CAN HEAR KIDS’ 
LAUGHTER COMING 
FROM THE ICE-E 
ANIMATRONIC... 











ISN’T JUST A DUMB 
STORY YOU GOT OFF 
THE INTERNET? 








/ 


< VA . < if Mf 
Woe x ¥ | = 








nik Je 
aa 





5 





























OF a 
LDON'T THINK \ =. IT MIGHT AS 
IT’S INTHERE, ] “Sme\ WELL BE, IT’S NOT IN \ = 

OD 


ANY OF THE RIGHT 
PLACES THEY PUT 
TOYS! 























SERIOUSLY? 
AGAIN?! 
Z 
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\\ 
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Hoy 


KOO" yond 





PIT 8 


INTO THE DARK 
WoRLp?! 


WHERE HAVE YOU 
BROUGHT US NOW? 


We WERE STILL 
TRYING TO FIND ALL THE 
PIECES OF YOUR KINGDOM 

WHEN WE FOUND 

OURSELVES HERE. 


THIS IS THE 
COOOOLEST LAKE I’VE 
EVER BEEN IN! LI DON’T KNOW 
HOW TO SWIM! 





y 


499 


UGH, C'MON, 
LET’S GET OUT OF 
THIS MESS! 


WHAT HO, BRAVE 


ADVENTURERS! 
WELCOME TO THIS 
WILD LAND! 


I AM AELSIR, 
DARK PRINCE OF 
THE RAINBOW 
JUNGLE! 


A PRINCE WITHOUT 
SUBJECTS, BUT NOT 
WITHOUT AMBITIONS/ 





YOU SERIOUS? 
ANOTHER ONE? 


ARE WE JUST GONNA 
COLLECT THE WHOLE DAMN 
Set?! 


I’VE NEVER SEEN 
YOUR LIKES IN THIS 
LAND BEFORE! 
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ACTUALLY, I’M 
CALLED RALSEI. AND _MANBE wou Ve 
WE’RE LOOKING FOR OTHER NEI 
OTHER FRIENDS OF PEOPLE HERE: 

OURS. 


CAN’T SAY FOR 
SURE THAT I 
HAVE! 


We SHALL 
BRAVE THIS 
WILDERNESS, AND 
FIND YOUR MISSING 
COMRADES! 





id 
& 


> ae 
wana 


5 THERE A FOUNTAIN OF 
* DARKNESS HERE? A SEARCH FOR MISSING 


COMRADES, AND A JOURNEY TO 
AN IMPORTANT LANDMARK... 
THE MAKINGS OF A TRUE 
ADVENTURES 
OF COURSE THERE I5! THE 
FOUNTAIN I5 WHAT GIVES THIS 
LAND FORM! 


THEN WE 
NEED TO FIND 
THAT, TOO. 










182 


; Pe een we OF COURSE NoT! THEY ARE 
eee OBVIOUSL4 ONE OF THE HEROES OF 
aoe LIGHT, DESTINED TO DISCOVER NEW 
PLACES AND NEW PEOPLE! 


YES! AND TO SAVE THE 
WORLD FROM DESTRUCTION! 


JUST LOOK AT HOW GOOD- 
LOOKING THEY ARE! 


AND SMART, TOO! 


I WAS GOING TO 
ADD WITTY AND 
INSIGHTFUL! 


THIS 15 50 
UNCOMFORTABLE. 
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OKAY, KRIS, WE GET IT! 
STOP CHECKING!! 


LET’S STOP AND 


REST HERE FORA 
BIT. 
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GOODNESS, THIS IS 
CERTAINLY AN EXPANSIVE 
PLACE. 


INDEED! A 
PERSON COULD 
SPEND WEEKS 

EXPLORING THIS 
WILDERNESS! 


HEY, SUSIE, LOOK! L 
FOUND A WEIRD BUG! 


YOU WANNA 
BAT IT? 








\\ RUSILE 
Ruste 
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UVUGH, IT JUST 
TASTES LIKE 
BOCKS// 


50...HOW SOON UNTIL 
WE ARRIVE AT THE 
FOUNTAIN? OR, SOMEPLACE 
OUR FRIENDS ARE LIKELY 
TO BE? 





WAIT, YOU/RE 
NOT SURE?! 


HAVEN’T YOU 
BEEN TO THE 
FOUNTAIN 
BEFORE? 


THEN WE NEED TO 
GO THAT WAY AND NOT 
JUST WANDER IN 
CIRCLES! 


I MEAN, IT HAS 
BEEN FUN, BUT— 


NOT THE 
S50CKS PART!! 


—— 


OH, NO...L THINK 
IT’S OVER ON CLAW 
MOUNTAIN, BUT L’VE 
NEVER BEEN THERE 

MYSELE 


JUST BEEN TOO 
BUSY MAPPING OUT THIS 
JUNGLE! 


WHY? ARE... 
YOU ALL NOT 
HAVING FUN? 


BUT WE’VE GOT 
A GOAL TO 
ACCOMPLISH. 


AT LEAST...THE 
LIGHTNERS HERE 
HAVE OTHER THINGS 
TO DO OUT IN THEIR 
WORLD WE DON’T 
HAVE TIME TO JUST 
EXPLORE. 
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REALLY? 
GOSH...THAT’S 
50 DIFFERENT THOSE 


FROM THE LIGHTNERS HAD 
LIGUTNERS THE 
NOTHING BUT TIME 
PEOPLE HERE 
be eee TO EXPLORE. NO 
GOALS OR 


ANYTHING. 


WELL...LOOK AT IT THIS WAY! NOW 
YEAH, IT YOU'RE GETTING TO SEE SOMETHING 
SUCKS NOT ENTIRELY NEW, TOO! 


BEING AKID. 


YOU KNOW...YOU/RE 
ABSOLUTELY RIGHT! 


L SUPPOSE IT’S ONLY 
FITTING THAT NEW PEOPLE 
SHOULD TAKE ME TO 
ENTIRELY NEW PLACES! 
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KRIS/ THE HELL’RE 
YOU DOING?! 
ed WOU/RE SUPPOSED TO NOT 


A 
ELECTRICITY !! 








THAT WAS A 
HARD PUZZLE, 
WASN’T IT? 


ONE OF YOU 
GUYS BETTER 
HAVE SOME FOOD 
THAT HEALS 
PEOPLE... 


LET’S...LET’S NOT 
GO BACK THAT WAY 
AGAIN... 


OH OH WOOF LOOKS LIKE 
YOU’RE IN NEED OF 


HEALING, AREN’T YOU? 


OH OH, YOU 
CERTAINLY DO! 
LI CAN’T RECALL 
THE LAST TIME 
L’VE SEEN 
ANYONE TRY TO 
CROSS THE 
THUNDER 
HILLS. 
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Z WANT ANYTHING THAT 
0 TASTE LIKE 
WELL, IT’S BEEN AN 50CKS II 


EXCITING FEW DAYS, 50 
LET’S SAY HALF OFF 
EVERYTHING IN MY SHOP! 
THE NAME IS PUTTON. 


A SLICE OF 
DARKPIZZA, THEN? 
AYBE TWOP 


he ' 


; 





» _ 
Nx A 
(LS y) 
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IT WAS RUN BY A FRIEND ; 
OF OURS THAT WE’RE LOOKING #69, SEAM! 15 SEAM 
FOR. L DON’T SUPPOSE YOU'VE 

SEEN... 


OH OH, DO YOU 
MEAN SEAM? 


THE OLD CODGER! COME BACK TO 
THIS LAND AFTER HAVING VANISHED 50 
MANY AGES AGO! WHAT A SURPRISE IT 

WAS FOR US ALL! 


SEAM’S TAKEN TO SOME 
OLD STOMPING GROUNDS 
JUST INSIDE THE 
MOUNTAIN. 


THANK YOU 50 
MUCH! 
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AND YOU’VE ALREADY 
FOUND YOUR MISSING 
FRIEND? 


HOW EXCITING! REAL 
GOALS ARE ADVENTURE! 


SHOULDN’T YOU 
HAVE TOLD THEM 
ABOUT THAT CREEPY 
MAN SEAM WAS 
TALKING TO? 


OH OH NO, I’M 
SURE IT WASN’T 
IMPORTANT. 





11 


| ae Sa 
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TO FIND 5 
FIRST. 
C¥ 


EAM 


4 


i 
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WE’RE NOT GONNA HAVE TO 
SEARCH THIS WHOLE MOUNTAIN, 
ARE WEP THAT'LL TAKE 

FORE 


ver! 
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OH, DEAR. 


AND SOME 
PART OF ME 
HOPED HE 
WOULDN'T BE 
RIGHT... 


THANK GOODNESS YOURE 
ALL RIGHT! WE’RE HERE TO 
RESCUE YOU, AND BRING YOU 
BACK HOME! 
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YOU CAN’T BE ‘NOT 
INTERESTED!’ DO YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
SMELLY JUNGLE WE WALKED THROUGH 

TO RESCUE YOU?! 


HAHA...LOTS, I’M SURE. 
BUT STILL NO INTEREST. 


YOU GOTTA COME BACK We DON’T KNOW IF 
WITH US! HOW/M L THE LIGHTNERS CAN 
SUPPOSED TO RULE RIGHT IF REBUILD OUR KINGDOM 
MY SUBJECTS ARE WITHOUT EVERYONE 
MISSING?! THERE. 


PRINCES WITHOUT YOU SURE THIS IS THE FRIEND 
SUBVECTS...THAT IS THE YOU WERE LOOKING FOR? SEEMS 
LEAST OF WHAT YOU DON’T TO BE A BIT OF A DOWNER. 
KNOW. 
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YOU DON’T 
EVEN REALIZE 
HMM, ANOTHER WHAT YOU/RE 
ONE...? DOING, DO 
YOU? 


WALKED THROUGH A LOT 
OF JUNGLE AND DANGEROUS 
ZAPPY PUZZLES TO GET HERE, 
I THINK. 


LI SEE THIS IS WAY 


SEWING THE TWO 
FABRICS TOGETHER, STITCH ee ee ence 


BY STITCH. ALREADY! 


A THREAD OF MANY 
COLORS, BINDING LIGHT TO 
DARK. DON’T YOU SEE? 
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FEW THINGS 
MORE 
DISAPPOINTING 
THAN A CRUEL 
PERSON BEING 
CORRECT. 


SEAM, PLEASE...CAN’T 
YOU TELL US PLAINLY 
WHAT’S WRONG? 


I KNOW IF L 
CONTINUE TO REFUSE, 
YOU’LL FORCE THE 
ISSUE. 





THE POISON HE USED 
ON MY FRIEND’S MIND... 
IT’S BITTER. 


NO. BUT MY WORDS DON’T 
MATTER, ANYWAY. NEITHER DO 
MY CHOICES. OR YOURS. 


BUT BEFORE THE 
INEVITABLE CONCLUSION... 
THERE’S A THING OR TWO 

L/D LIKE TO KNOW. 


FOR MY OWN... 
CURIOSITY. 
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PERHAPS I’M 
NOSTALGIC, BACK IN LI GREATLY MISS THE 
THI5 PLACE. GAMES JEVIL AND I USED 
TO PLAY TOGETHER. 
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WELL. 
LET’S TEST 
THAT FIRST. 


Sy 


S 
23. 
an \\\ 
_\ 
ata 
250 
wan 
Hoe 
Layo 
Wy < 
AX 
Ow 
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SEAM, NONE OF 
US WANT TO FIGHT 








AN 
/ % The world is unraveling. 
/ 
KRIS? WHERE I5 
EVERYONE?! S&S 


50? CAN YOU ACT 
ON YOUR OWN? 
; rt 





HEEHEE. 
HOW CURIOUS. 


Heal Prayer Pacify 
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WHAT DO YOU 
WANT US TO 


OH, THERE’S NOTHING 
YOU CAN DO 


WHILE THIS 15 VERY 
EXCITING, I UH, DON’T KNOW 
IF IT’S MY PLACE TO— 
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THEY SAY LIFE’S ABOUT 
THE JOURNEY, NOT THE 
DESTINATION. BUT IF THAT’S 
TRUE...WHY REACH A 
DESTINATION AT ALL? 





* Things are moving too fast 
for yout 


AFTER ALL, 
WHAT IF THE IS JUST A 


DESTINATION... DISAPPOINTMENT ? 
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MY, MY. IN SUCH A 
HURRY TO LEAVE! 


BUT WOULDN’T 
YOU RATHER BE HERE 
THAN ANYWHERE 
ELSE? 


SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT “OU CAN’T 
FIND HERE? 


HEY UM, AM I 


REALLY SUPPOSED TO 
BE... 





138 


OH, LITTLE 
PRINCE. CAN’T YOU ACT 
ON ANY OF YOUR OWN 
STRENGTH? 


S 


a 
® 


Spade Lance 





NO, I-L CAN...I CAN 
DO THINGS ON MY OWN, 
Too! 
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YOU THINK IT’S 
YOU WHO IS 


RESCUING THESE 
M 


PLAYED 


AH. PLEASE FORGIVE THE 
CONFUSION, LIGHTNER... Bee ae ee ail. 
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komm 
Heal Prayer 
© Pacify 





“ALL RIGHT?” WAS 
THERE A POINT TO YOU CURIOSITY. 
ATTACKING US?! IT’S BEEN 
SATISFIED 


THAT...AND I’M AFRAID L 
CAN’T PLAY LIKE I USED TO. 
OUT OF PRACTICE. 


THAT WAS PRETTY 
SCARY FOR SOMEONE OUT | 
OF PRACTICE... 


WILL YOU PLEASE COME BACK 
WITH US NOW, SEAM? 


MY ‘NO’ IS 
MEANINGLESS. 50 THE 
ANSWER’S YES, 
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50 HOW DO WE LEAVE THIS 
PLACE? THERE’S NO FOUNTAIN 
HERE! 


SURE THERE I5! ONCE YOU 
LIGHT UP THE CLAW AT THE TOP 
OF THE MOUNTAIN, THE FOUNTAIN 

WILL APPEAR! 








lif 


JUST ‘CAUSE I WANT To FIX 
; WOUR KINGDOM FAST! 50 WE'RE 
Pi Cee COMING RIGHT BACK INTO THE DARK 
a WORLD TO SEE YOU GUYS AGAIN, 
OKAY: 


5OON AGAIN. 


LISTEN, I DON’T KNOW WHY YOUR 
SHOPKEEPER FRIEND WANTED TO FIGHT, OR IF YOU 
HEARD SOMETHING UPSETTING, BUT... 





BUT...DID 
YOU HAVE FUN 
HERE? DID YOU 

DISCOVER 

SOMETHING 
New? 


THEN IT’S NOT ALL BAD! JUST 
KEEP DISCOVERING NEW THINGS, 
AND YOU’LL BE FINE! 


I KNOW WE’LL SEE 
EACH OTHER AGAIN 
SOME DAY. 
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DON’T LOOK 50 GLUM. TRUE, 
THE DESTRUCTION OF ORDER’S 
CERTAIN...BUT I THINK SOMEONE 

HERE WAS HAVING FUN. 


AND FUN MAKES 
YOU CARE. 


WHEN PEOPLE 


CARE, UNEXPECTED 
THINGS HAPPEN. 
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UGH, YOUHOLD ONTOIT IT \ 

SUCKS WE HAD TO FIGHT LIKE )R—=R- 

THAT IN THE FIRST PLACE! OO a 
i 


‘ey 























LOOKS LIKE IT’S 
AFTERNOON. 








NO POLICE, AT 
LEAST. 








HEY, KRIS...MAYBE WE SHOULD 
GO AHEAD AND GET THE NEXT PART 
TODAY, TOO- 


ALREADY? 


I KNOW IT’S QUICK AFTER 
ALL THAT WALKING AND 
FIGHTING, BUT... 


LI JUST WANNA FIX 
EVERYTHING AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 





WHERE DO YOU 
WANT TO GO 
NEXT? 








LET’S MEET AT THE 


HOSPITAL IN AN HOUR. GET FOOD 


AND LIKE... TAKE A SHOWER IN 
r THAT TIME, OR SOMETHING. ( 



















































































hes SECRET DIARY 
" 4 Lone TIME Since | 
THATS CAUSE THiny 
BRIS STOPPED Tie 
WHery | 


USED 
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it looks 
like you 
forgot about 
that planned 
date with 





my little 
bro? 


SORRY ALOT'S NX rT 
HAPPENED LATELY, AND you didn't 
L...HAVEN’T HAD THE} —— just forget? 

















hey bud, don't 
>” about DZ 
it's probably for 
the best that we not 


rush into things right 
now, anyway. 





ahh, haat guess i 


should be honest with 


ya, shouldn't i? . 
see, i moved us 


to this town for 
my little bro. 














he's a terrific guy, 
but he's had some, well... 
negative experiences 
with humans. 


it's a shame 
that sometimes 
humans and monsters 
don't get along 
well. 








anyways, 

i'd really like 
him to have some 
good experiences. 
see that humans 

can be cool too 
and all that. 








bad dates, i 
guess you could 
Say. 


but you 
know what i 
mean, right? 


and i heard 
this was a real 
nice, quiet town. 
easy place to 
settle and make 
friends. 





i don't suppose 


but, joke’s on me... k h 
we aot here, and Yeah ise 


there's just no humans you're the 
3 in town! only one that 
i've seen for 
miles. 


hey, don't 
worry about it. 
maybe it's just 
one of those 





how about this. 
when your schedule's 
free, just give me 
a call and we'll meet 
up here. 


i know you 
got my number. 


thanks, kid. 
appreciate it. 


say hi to 
your mom 
for me! 




















Chapter Four 
Irales 








KRIS? I5 THAT 
YOU, SWEETIE? 




















COME GIVE ME A HUG, 
I HAVE NOT SEEN YOU 
ALL DAY! 











I HOPE CLASS YOU...HAVE BEEN IN 
| HAS BEEN GOOD CLAS5... RIGHT 7? 
FOR YOU. / 


I KNOW YOU WANTED TO WALK THERE 
YOURSELF...AND YOUR TEACHER AND CLASSMATES 
HAVE NOT TOLD ME OTHERWISE... 





ALL RIGHT. 


I AM AFRAID YOU MAY NEED TO 
HEAT UP SOME LEFTOVERS FOR 
YOURSELF TONIGHT...I HAVE BEEN 
INVITED OUT. 





OH, IT IS NOTHING 
FOR YOU TO WORRY 
ABOUT! 


I AM JUST... 
GETTING TO KNOW 
SOMEONE NEW. 





TRUTHFULLY KRIS, T AM A 
LITTLE ANXIOUS ABOUT YOUR COULD USE A NIGHT NOT 
BROTHER COMING HOME SOON. TaReNIe OF COOKING AND 


CLEANING DISHES. 


ho I KEEP PREPARING, AND THEN 
FINDING SOMETHING NEW TO DO... 





OH, DEAR...YOU ARE 
ANXIOUS TO SEE HIM AGAIN 
TOO, ARE YOU NOT? 











AND I AM CERTAIN HE 
MI55E5 YOU, TOO. BUT YOU 
WILL SEE HIM AGAIN BEFORE 
YOU KNOW IT! 





DO YOU HAVE HOMEWORK OR 
SOMETHING TO KEEP YOU BUSY 
TONIGHT ? MAYBE SOMETHING WITH 


A FRIEND— 


I WAS GOING TO GO 
TO THE HOSPITAL. 





KRIS, THAT IS VERY KIND OF YOU! LT | ..L DO HOPE THEY 
KNOW HE WILL APPRECIATE IT, AND I AM 50 | FIND THE CAUSE 
GLAD THAT YOU ARE THINKING OF HIM AND | 
HIS FAMILY! 


WELL! DO NOT STAY 
r OUT TOO LATE! 
I KNOW TOMORROW I5 A 
WEEKEND, BUT YOU SHOULD 
KEEP UP THIS HABIT OF 
GETTING UP ON TIME. 














HAVE A GOOD TIME, 
DEAR! 








YOU GET FOOD? 


GOT 
SOMETHING, 
ANYWAY. 


We SHOULD 
BE LOOKING 
FOR IS AN 
ENTRANCE TO |_ 
THE DARK 
WORLD 
HERE. 














50, ON THE WAY HERE, I WAS THINKING...WE 
CAN NEVER SEEM TO FIND THE PIECES WE’RE LOOKING 
FOR NORMALLY. WE CAN ONLY FIND THEM WHEN WE 
GO INTO THE DARK WORLD. 

















HOW’RE WE 
SUPPOSED TO EVEN 
LOOK IN A BUILDING FULL 
OF PEOPLE?! 



































BACK AGAIN? 
THAT’S WEIRD 


WELL, PIANO’S 
OPEN IF YOU 
WANT IT. 




















































































































LI WISH YOUR 
ENTRANCES INTO THE 
DARK WORLD WERE A 

LITTLE SOFTER! 
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A GIANT 


FLOATING 
BREAD BOX. 





OH, JUST TERRIFIC. 
MORE OF YOU. 





OR JUST AN 
ISLAND, 
PERHAPS? 





AS IF THINGS 
WEREN'T ENOUGH 
OF A— 
ia 


WHAT’S YOUR 
DEAL? 
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NOW HOLD ON! 





WELL, TWO OF OUR PARTY 
ACTUALLY — 


ARE LIGHTNERS, BUT MYSELF AND 
THIS SHORT GUY HERE ARE 


A HUMAN LIGHTNER! 
HMMM. 


JUST AS THE 
PROPHECY 
FORETOLD 


EXCUSE ME! BUT 
WHAT SORT OF 
PROPHECY HAVE YOU 
HEARD ABOUT KRIS? 


WHAT DO YOU MEAN, HEY LITTLE 


WHAT SORT OF 
WES, IT JUST LINTPRUNE, L’VE GOT A 
PROPHECW? SAID THEIR QUESTION! WHAT 
COMING WAS HAPPENED TO YouR 
FORETOLD! NOT 
MUCH MORE 
WELL, YOU JUST SPECIFIC THAN 
SAID “JUST AS THE THAT. 
PROPHECY 
FORETOLD...” 
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I ONLY HAVE 
WHAT DO YOU I MEAN YouR AEM ONE 


MEAN? eee OTHER ARM! ARE YOU BLIND, oR 
JUST RUDE?! 


OKAY WOW, I’M I5 THERE AFLAVOR OF 
ALREADY NOT AFAN OF ME THAT YOU HAVE 
GOOFY GRAPE. LIKED?... 


NAMES, TOO? 
GOODNESS, ALL OF YOU 
COULD STAND TO HAVE 


MANNERS! YEAH, 
SPEAKING OF 


MANNERS, YOU 
HAVEN’T TOLD 
US WHO YOU 
ARE, GOOFY 
GRAPE. 
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I AM PRINCE 
IRALES, OF THE 
WHITESTONE 
ISLES. 


AH, A LACK OF 
INTRODUCTION WAS A 
MISTAKE ON MY PART. 


OH, 
APOLOGIES! L 
AM RALSEI, A 
DARK PRINCE OF 

A SIMILAR 
NATURE! 





A PRINCE 
WITHOUT 
SUBJECTS, AT 
LEAST UNTIL 
RECENTLY... 


AND...4~OU 
ARE...7 


..OF MY FAN 
CLUB, THE 
LANCER FAN 
CLUB/ 
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HERE TO 
CAUSE EVEN 
MORE 
PROBLEMS 
AROUND THE 
WHITESTONE 
ISLES, ARE 
Your 


ACTUALLY...WE’RE JUST 
LOOKING FOR SOME MISSING 
FRIENDS OF OURS. 


WAIT...A& BUNCH OF BLACK 

AND WHITE HIGH-SOCIETY 

TYPES? AND ONE SHORT, 
ROUND FELLOW? 


YEAH, THOSE 
LOSERS! 


OH, THANK 
GOODNESS. YOU CAN 
ACTUALLY SOLVE MY 

PROBLEM RATHER THAN 
ADDING TO IT. 
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WHAT IS YOUR 
PROBLEM? 





& 
cS 





aaeo! WhYyyy? 


THESE WEEBLYS ALL 
SHOWED UP ON MY 
DOORSTEP WHEN THEY GOT 
ARMLE595...\ KICKED OFF OF THEIE ISLAND BY 


BABIES...? 
TH HS Oz aver uso 


MOMENT’S PEACE SINCE 
THAT DAY! 
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50 IT |I5 YOU 
WHO MUST FIX WE'D BE 
THIS! HAPPY To! 


LLY, BUT WE’LL DO 
IT ANYWAY, 


ACTUALLY, WE 
CALL OURSELVES 
THE FUN GANG/ 


THAT'S 
SATISFACTORY. 


COME ALONG THEN, 
LANCER FAN CLUB 
MEMBERS! 


YOU ALL HAVE TOO 
MANY NAMES. 
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NOW, JUST 
STAND THERE! 


GOODNESS’ 

SAKE, STAY 

WITHIN THE 
LINES! 


YOU WANT TO 
DISRUPT THE 
SPELL?! 


WOU GET THIS 
PUZZLE FOR FREE, 
SINCE L’VE ALREADY 
MEMORIZED IT... 
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THE COASTER? 
WELL, OF COURSE IT 
COULDN’T BE THAT Wé ARE COMPLETELY 
SIMPLE... NEW TO THIS LAND 
PERHAPS YOU COULD 
EXPLAIN THE RULES 
HERE? 
WHY ARE WE HONESTLY, : 
SUDDENLY AT DOESN’T ANYONE IN 
IWERKSLAND? 
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50 THE ONLY WAY TO GET 
AROUND HERE I5 TO JUST GET 
RANDOMLY TELEPORTED 


THE WHITESTONE ISLES ARE WHEREVER?! 
CONTROLLED BY PUZZLES. YOU 
MUST SOLVE THE PUZZLE OF EACH 
ISLAND TO BE TELEPORTED TO 
ANOTHER, ALTHOUGH YOUR EXACT 
DESTINATION IS ALMOST NEVER 
KNOWN. 


WHY DON’T YOU JUST 
TAKE A BOAT? 


ACROSS THE 
CONTAMINATED OCEAN?! 
ABSOLUTELY NOT! 


THE OCEAN IS FULL OF 
DIRT, DISEASE AND Geems! \S 
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LUCKILY, THIS PUZZLE IS 
VERY SIMPLE. 


ae JUST KEEP THE TRAIN 
— ON THE BLUE TRACK, AND 
<-\ NSA SO, YOU'LL SOLVE IT. 


WELL, THIS LOOKS 
LIKE IT’LL BE FUN! I DUNNO IF I LIKE 
ROLLER COASTERS OR 
NOT. 


PE oN 
a YOU/VE NEVER 


role KEEN ON ONE, Susie? 
A) Mé NEITHER! 





Lif 





= = _— AM I SERIOUSLY 
THE ONLY ONE WHO'S 


BEEN ON A— 


TATE TE TIA 





CLWSiSSoog9S a. 


SHUT UP THAT 
1S BLUE!! 
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WE’RE ALMOST 
THERE! 
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y veY KRIS, MOST OF * 
THOSE OPTIONS ARE 
SQUISHY DEATH!! 








GREAT JOB, 
KRIS! LT KNEW YOU 
COULD Do IT! 


FIGHTING?! 
WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
YOU? 


THE 
LIGHTNERS THAT 
SOME GUYS INSTEAD? PUZZLES INTERACT WITH OUR 

STRESS ME OUT! KIND NEED PEACE AND 
QUIET, NOT 
VIOLENCE! 


CAN’T WE JUST FIGHT 





. HOSPITALS 
ARE WE 
THERE YET, NO, SHORT... 
GOOFY MAN. 
GRAPE? 


BUT LUCKILY FOR 
YOU, THIS IS THE 


EASIEST PUZZLE IN 
THE WHITESTONE 
ISLES. 
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OH, KRIS, THIS /S 
EASY! GO AHEAD! 


YEAH, LT WANT 
THAT POWERFUL 
TREASURE! 
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T 
RECEPTIONIST SAY YOU 
PLAYED THE PIANO? 


COME OOOON, I 
WANNA Séé THE 
COOL TREASURE! 
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OH, FOR 
GOODNESS’ 
SAKE, TLL 00 
IT! 
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LI CAN’T BELIEVE 
THE HUMAN 


STRUGGLES WITH 
THE MOST BASIC 
PUZZLE... 
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UGH...STILL 
NOT THERE 
Y 


LTRALES...CAN’T YOU 
STAND TO BE ALITTLE 
NICER TO KRIS? 


I DON’T KNOW 
WHAT YOUVE 
HEARD ABOUT 
HUMANS OR 
LIGHTNERS, BUT 
KRIS 1/3 TRYING 
VERY HARD TO DO 
THE RIGHT 
THING. 
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I TOLD YOU, I HAVEN/T = 

HEARD ANYTHING. I’M JUDGING 50 WHAT THE 

ONLY BY WHAT I SEE HERE AND A ELL 16 THIS 
PUZZLE? 


THE HIGHLIGHT GALLERY. 
AND LIKE MOST ART, THE 
PUZZLE HERE 9... 
SUBJECTIVE. 
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HELLO? WAKE UP! WE 
NEED TO GET TO ANOTHER 
ISLAND! 


.-OH, HERE 
WE ARE. 


AND I AM 
NAUGHTY! 


LI ALWAYS 
TELL THE 
TRUTH... 


AND I ALWAYS 
LIE, YA 
STUPIDHE ADS! 


We WILL TELEPORT YOU TO 
YOUR DESTINATION. 





191 


WOOOW, I WONDER 
WHICH TALKING PAINTING IS 


GONNA TELL THE TRUTH! 





NOW IT’S TIME 
TO CHOOSE. 





THERE I9 A THERE I5 A 
KING PRINCE 
PRESENT. PRESENT. 
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CORRECT. HOW 
INTELLIGENT OF 
YOU. 


WE’LL GET YOU 
NEXT TIME, 
LOSERS! 


YOU TOLD 
YOUR 
MOTHER 
WHERE YOU 
ARE GOING 
TODAY. 


THAT ONE’S 
THE TRUTH. 


YOU TOLD 
YOUR MOTHER 
WHAT YOU ARE 

DOING TODAY. 
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ONE OF YOU IS 
A TERRIBLE 
PERSON. 


ONE OF YOU 
WILL DESTROY 
YOUR HOME. 


WEONG, IDIOT! 
I’M THE LIAR, HAHAHA 
HEEHEEe! 


THAT ONE’S 
THE TRUTH! 
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TWO OUT OF THREE 
ISN’T TOO BAD... 


90 WE’LL GET 
YOU MOSTLY THERE, 
HEEHEE! 
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THAT WAS..WAY 
TOO CLOSE... 


(HBL) 


| ante 


» L...5HOULD’VE 
= BEEN FASTER... 
WOW, GOOD voB ; NO 
SAVING US! 
S/\K v 
: Cl 
EO 199 











AND THEY WONDER 
WHY NO ONE WANTS TO WOOOAH THERE, 
VISIT HIGHLIGHT LiI’‘L DOGGIES! WE 


GALLERY! GOT5TA STICK 
HONESTLY, SUCH TOGETHER! 


RUDENESS.-- 


HEY, WAIT UP LOYAL 
SUBJECT WHOSE NAME LI 
TOTALLY FORGOT! 


WELL SADDLE 
Mé UP IT’S THE 
OL’ GANG OF 
LIGHTNER 
HEROES, AT 
LAST! 
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Wé KNEW AFTER THE 
CALAMITY THAT YOU 
WOULD SOON BE ALONG 


TO RESCUE US. I5 EVERYONE FROM 


THE GREAT BOARD ON 
THIS ISLAND? 


WELL, THEY ALL 
KNEW, BUT I WASN’T 
COMPLETELY 
CONVINCED. 


WEEUP ALL RUNNIN’ 
AROUND HERE 
SOMEWHERES! 


WE'VE DONE AN 
EYCELLENT JOB OF FRIGHTENED ONES. 


KEEPING EVERYONE IN 
WHICH IS MOST 
PERFECT ORDER! EVERYONE. 
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WELL, SOME 
LOCALS SPOTTED OUR 
BOARD AN’ GOT ALI’L 

ORNERY! 








A...LOT OF 
LITTLE GUYS, 


WE WOULD HAVE ALL 
REMAINED ON THE BOARD 
CONDUCTING OURSELVES WITH 
CIVILITY, IF NOT FOR THIS 
HOSTILE TAKEOVER. 


Mans 


*GASPI* HE FINALLY GETS TO BE 
AMONG HIS Om RING IN THE 
WILD: 


IF WE CAN JUST 
GET EVERYONE CALM 
AND ORGANIZED...WE’LL 
BE READY TO 


BARBARIC. 


WELL THEN, 
HURRY UP AND GET 
TO ORGANIZING 
THEM! 





HELLOOOOO/ YOUR 
RULER’S HERE! CAN’T YOU 
GUYS DO THIS AT HOME? 


C PROBLEMS, 
TEN UPS/ 


LIS 
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PLAST. 





I’M REALLY 
TIRED, 50 YOU = 
ALL GOTTA S/T Miitm 
DOWN AND 
SHUT UP/ 


AND ALL YOU RED 
ONES, ON THAT 
EDGE! 
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* Here they comet 


HOW’RE WE SUPPOSED TO CALM THEY CAN’T EVEN ALL 
X THESE GUYS DOWN?! WE CAN’T JUST SEE US AT ONCE IF We DID 
BOW TO THEM ONE AT A TIME! THAT! 
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Y Play A Game 


Checkers 
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RALSEI, GET 
READY TO 
PACIFY. 





R 







E’LL NE 
HELP 









ED YOU 
TOO. 
%, 
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IT’S THE ONLY 
L DON’T WANT ANY q 
PART OF THIS WAt Nene pone 


NONSENSE! 


WHY SHOULD I 
TRUST YOU, HUMAN 


LIGHTNER? 





HOW MUCH 
LONGER AM I 
DOING THIS?! 








+t # CF. Rounds are 
SUPER PACIFY/S/ pacified 
SS ae 
Wor PHYS 
Oe lS et 
S/ Oe" 5 [ 
———— ——- 
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THAT WAS... 
UNCONVENTIONAL, 
BUT IMPRESSIVE. 


PERHAPS YOU 
ARE ALL RIGHT AS 
A LEADER FOR THE 

FUN GANG. 


Seer I TOLD YOU 
TO HAVE FAITH IN 
THEM! 
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SHOULD WE TAKE 
THE REST OF THE 
LITTLE GUYS WITH US, 
Too? 


LI THINK...MAYBE ONE IS 
ENOUGH FOR YOUR KINGDOM 
RIGHT NOW. 


iiaail 
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a 
DE 


NOW Wé JUST 
HAVE TO FIND A 
WAY TO GET TO 
THE FOUNTAIN! 


BUT IF THESE 
PUZZLES ZAP US 
S5OMEPLACE 
ELE... 


We 
HEARTILY 


AND We 
SURE’N DO 
‘PRECIATE THE 
HELP 


NOT TO 
worry! NOW 
THAT YOU ALL 
ARE READY TO 
LEAVE, I CAN 
TAKE YOU 
STRAIGHT TO 





I’M THE 
PUZZLE THAT 
LEADS TO THE 

FOUNTAIN. 
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OF COURSE... 
YOU DON’T KNOW 
ANYTHING... 


YOU'RE THE 
WHAT NOW? 





GATHERED AROUND 
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ORDER, 12 MY 
NAME TRUE/ 
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WE GOTS T’ GALLOP 
AND HERE We THROUGH THERE TO YEAH! THE 


ARE. GET HOME? LIGHTNERS WILL 
BRING US BACK THERE 
SOON! ONCE THEY 
FIND EVERYONE 
ELSE. 


WHILE YOUR FUN 


WELL...I CAN GET GANG IS OFTEN 
THOSE WEEBLYS OUT OF UNCOORDINATED... 
THANKS FOR MY HOME NOW, THANKS UNKNOWLEDGEABLE...PRONE 
HELPING US. TO YOU, 50... TO EASILY AVOIDABLE 
MISTAKES... 


foe 





YOU DO MAKE 
PROGRESS AND I AM CURIOUS TO 
5EE WHAT A HUMAN 
LIGHTNER LI 


PRODUCE RESULTS. 
Ke YOU 
WILL DO NEXT. 
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AT LEAST WE 


FOUND ALL OF 
THESE GUYS, 





GEEZ, MAYBE WE THERE’5 A 

SHOULPN’T HAVE VENDING MACHINE 

DONE TWO IN ONE JUST OUTSIDE THE 
DAY. HOSPITAL. 


I’M EXHAUSTED... 
AND 50 HUNGRY... 








OH, THANK GoD, ff 

I'LL GO GET US \ fi ean 

SNACKS, JUST | MONEY? 
MEET ME 


OUTSIDE. 
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I DION’T REALIZE 
YOU WERE...UM...I9 IT 
OKAY IF I TALK TO 
YOUr 





L GUESS, I’M 
WORRIED ABOUT KNOW... 
WOU. YOU AND SUSIE DO YOU...L-LKE 
HAVE BEEN GONE AND IN GENERAL SUSIE? 
FROM CLASS ALL YOU/VE BEEN ACTING , 
WEEK. WEIRD, A-AND TL... 











NO. IT’S NOT 
I MEAN, L WOULD 
COMPLETELY 0 by iC LIKE THAT. 
UNDERSTAND IF YOU DID! : : 
JUST...AFTER WHAT WE 
TALKED ABOUT ON MONDAY... 
I JUST WANT YOU TO BE 
HONEST! 
L/L UNDERSTAND... 








THEN...WHAT /3 GOING ON? 
BECAUSE FROM WHAT I SEE...L CAN’T 
FIGURE OUT WHY ELSE YOU AND SUSIE 

JUST KEEP VAN/SHING TOGETHER. 














I PROMISE L’LL ¢ ( 
UNDERSTAND! AND L WON’T f thcome S SORRY. L...DON’T 
TELL ANY ADULTS, IF YOU/RE ¢ KNOW HOW TO 
WORRIED ABOUT THAT. I : EXPLAIN IT. 
KNOW HOW IT I5!/ ; 














ARE YOU SURE? KRIS, 
I...DO0N’T WANT YOU TO 
GET IN TROUBLE OR 
ANYTHING. 


WELL...I WON’T 
PESTER YOU...IF YOU 
DON’T FEEL COMFORTABLE 
TALKING. IT KNOW THAT’S 
HARD FOR YOU. 














WAIT! UMM...IF NOTHING ELSE! 
SINCE YOU/RE SPENDING A LOT OF 
TIME WITH SUSIE... 











C-COULD YOU MAYBE... | 
LET HER KNOW...THAT L/D | =i I’/LL SEE WHAT 
LIKE TO SAY HI TO HER | | L CAN DO. 
SOMETIME? | 
































OH, THANK 
YOU, KRIS! L 


APPRECIATE— 











I SHOULDN’T 
MAKE KRIS A 
MIDOLEMAN/ 


UUUGH! 
WHAT DID DAD 
JUST SAU?! 


LI SHOULD JUST 
TELL SUSIE 
MYSELF! 








: THEY 
IT’5 THE DELTA ENTERED THE 


WARRIOR SS: 
KINGDOM THROUGH 
Ca THE MAGIC 
PORTAL: 





ETERNAL 


> DARKNESS/// 




















MMMM-HMMM...4-YES \ 
512... TIME FOR YOU TO 
HEAD HOME NOW... 























4 GEEZKRIS, 
WHAT TOOK YOU 
50 LONG? 


SORRY. I WAS 
TALKING TO 
NOELLE. 


YOU DION’T LIKE... JUST 
ASK IF WE COULD DIG THROUGH 
HER HOUSE, RIGHT? 


I MEAN THAT’S NOT 
GONNA...WORK OUT GREAT... 





HUH? ...0H YEAH, 
HER DAD’S HERE OR 
SOMETHING. 
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YOU KNOW 
THAT NOELLE 
LIKES YOU, 
RIGHT? 





GUH... 
BERRY BUNDY, 
GRIS! 
DAT HURT MUH STOP BEING AN 


GNOSE... ASSHOLE, KRIS! —\, 
—| PEOPLE DON'T LKE | 
ME. 



































WOW. AND 
WITH LANCER 
RIGHT THERE IN 
YOUR FRONT 
POCKET. 


YOU COULD TALK 
TO HER AND ASK. 
HEAR IT DIRECTLY 

FROM HER. 


SHUT UF 
YOU KNOW 
WHAT I MEAN! 
PEOPLE DON’T 
LIKE-LIKE 
Me!! 


I MEAN, NOELLE’S 
SMART AND NICE AND 
SMELLS GOOD AND GETS 
ALONG WITH 
EVERYONE... 


AND...WHAT COULD SHE 
EVENLKE ABOUT ME? 





op 


DAMMIT KRIS, 
WHY’/D YOU HAVE TO 
GO AND TELL ME 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT?! 


i 


| Se 
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I 


THE HELL AM 
LI SUPPOSED TO 
DO NOW 














SHIT/ 
DAMMIT/ 
GAAAAH/ 
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| BEEN HERE BY 

=| YOURSELF FOR 

OVER TWENTY 
MINUTES. 











SOMEONE? OOH...DO YOU 
MEAN THAT NEW SKELETON FELLOW 


WHO MOVED INTO ew 
BS 
/ [A 
\v 


( 





OH, IT AM QUITE ALL 

RIGHT! I WAS JUST... 

SUPPOSED TO MEET 
SOMEONE HERE. 


I WAS AFRAID 50, 
BUT Z JUST RECEIVED A 
TEXT FROM HIM... 
Se Cente G a APPARENTLY SOME 
one EMERGENCY CAME UP 
; REGARDING HIS YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 


WELL, I 
SUPPOSE IT’S FINE 
TO TRY AGAIN, IF 
THAT’S leis YOU 





HE WANTS TO KNOW IF 
WE CAN RESCHEDULE TO 
SUNDAY NIGHT. 























OH...L AM NOT SURE 
WHAT LI WANT RIGHT 
H—| NOW! PERHAPS JUST A 
NICE EVENING TO GET MY 
MIND OFF OF THINGS... 





IT’S BEEN SUCH 


A STRANGE WEEK... 


5ETS MY NERVES 
RIGHT ON EDGE, I 
TELL YOU! 


YES, LT HEARD 
ABOUT THE 
VANDALISM AT THE 
PIZZERIA THIS 
MORNING! DID OFFICER 
UNDYNE EVER FIND 

OUT WHO DID IT? 4 








THE WEIRD 
THING! DOESN’T 
LOOK LIKE 
ANYTHING WAS 
STOLEN, 
EITHER. 


LIKE IT WAS A 
SPIRIT OR 
SOMETHIN’! 


OR, PERHAPS, SOME 
BORED TEENS PULLING A 
MEAN PRANK... 


I KNOW KRIS CAN BE... 





NOT YOUR KR/S, 
THOUGH. 


MISCHIE VOUS AT TIMES, BUT THEY 
KNOW BETTER THAN TO DO 


OF COURSE 
NoT! 











IF ONLY THAT BROKEN 2 


DOOR AT THE PIZZERIA WAS 
ALL THERE WAS. MAKES ME 
NERVOUS ENOUGH! 


WHAT DO YOU 
MEAN? 


JUST...ALL THESE STRANGE LITTLE 
THINGS HAPPENING AROUND LATELY! 50, 
Y/KNOW, IL ORDERED SEVERAL GALLONS 

OF MILK, FOR THE DINER? 


YESTERDAY WENT 
BACK TO GET SOME, 
AND IT WAS ALL 
MISSING/ 


I SPENT AN HOUR 
LOOKING FOR THAT MILK! 
QUE5S WHERE I FOUND 
IT? 


IN MY BATHTUB AT MY 
HOUSE! I HAVE NO CLUE HOW IT 
GOT THERE! YOU KNOW I NEVER 
BRING DINER MATERIALS TO MY 

HOME! 





OF COURSE, YOU ARE 
VERY METICULOUS 
ABOUT YOUR GOODS! 





SAME THING BEEN HEARING THE 
HAPPENED WOH PATRONS TALK...ALL 
CATTI’S FATHERI HIS Vv SORTS OF WEIRD THINGS 
BARBECUE TONGS WENT HAPPENIN’ AROUND STUFF GOING 
MISSING...cOMEHOW |. TOWN! MISSING OR BEING 


SHOWED UP IN THEIR 
GATOR NEIGHBOR'S Oe en 


HOUSE! 


PEOPLE FEELIN’ 
LIKE THEY’RE BEING 
WATCHED. 











NOW THOSE 
FAMILIES ARE INA 
BIT OF A SQUABBLE 
WITH BACH OTHER! 





AND THAT’S 
NOT EVEN THE WHAT IS THE 
WORST OF IT... WORST? 














WELL, YOU KNOW 
OFFICER BLOOK’S 
COUSIN? THE ONE 
THAT'S ABIT OFA 
SHUT-IN? 











YEAH, HE JUST UP AND 
VANISHED! 


THAT’S WHY UNDYNE HASN’T 
BEEN FOCUSING MUCH ON THE 
PIZZERIA...BUSY HELPING OFFICER 
BLOOK LOOK INTO THIS. 











WELL...L 
RECALL OFFICER 
BLOOK SAYING THEIR 
COUSIN ALWAYS 
TALKED ABOUT 
RUNNING AWAY TO 
THE CITY. 








WELL BLOOK MIGHT ‘VE 
THOUGHT THAT, BUT THEIR 
COUSIN DION’T LEAVE A 
NOTE OR ANYTHING. DIDN’T 
TAKE 50 MUCH AS A 
SUITCASE WITH HIM. 








MAYBE 
COMPLETELY 
CHANGING HIS LOOK, 
AND GETTING INTO 
ENTERTAINMENT. 
PERHAPS THAT IS 
WHAT HAPPENED? 








THAT...D0ES 
NOT SEEM RIGHT 
AT ALL... 






































OH MY GOODNESS MS. 
TORIEL, I AM SO SORRY TO 
UNLOAD ALL THAT ON YOU, 
ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU GOT STOOD 
UP! I GUESS IT’S JUST BEEN | 
WEIGHING ON MY MIND ALL = 
K: 


THANK YOU FOR 
BEING 50 


OH, DO NOT 








WoReeY! LT IS ALL 











WELL, THANK 
YOU! THAT 15 50 
KIND OF YOU! 











UNDERSTANDING! /; | 
i. 





NO, L’LL MAKE IT UP 
TO YOU! L/LL GET YOU 
50ME STRAWBERRY 
FLAPJACKS AND A HOT 
CHOCOLATE, ON THE 
HOUSE! | 


iT TONIGHT ON A BAD 



































LI HEARD... 
THAT YOU 
WANTED TO SEE 
Me. 


OH! YES! 


L JUST...4OU 
KNOW, PEOPLE AT 


l SCHOOL SEEM TO 


THINK YOU’RE 


SCARY, BUT I Wy 
DION’T WANT TO | 
BELIEVE THAT. | 


NAH...L’M NOT 
SCARY... 











| WOU/RE 
\ HUNGRY? 


(7 OH, DEAR! 15 
THERE 
SOMETHING £ 
CAN DO TO 





OH THANK YOU, 
SUSIE! THAT’S 50 NICE 
OF YOU TO SAY! 





GOSH, YOU’/RE 
4 | 50 FLATTERING 
. oi : ' SUS le! 
, TJUSTWANNA 
4 EATYOUUP... 5 Cle 
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THE CONNECTION 
HAS BEEN 
ESTABLISHED 


50...I CAN 
TELL THEM IT’S 
TIME? 


YOU 
MISUNDERSTAND 


IT WILL TAKE 
YEARS. 


YEARS F/ 
HASNT IT BEEN 


ENOUGH YEARS? 


IT’S ONLY THE 
START. 


THE FIRST 


CONNECTION IS 
SET. 


THE LAST WILL 
HAPPEN... 


NATURALLY. 
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LT DOESN’T 


THEY WON’T MATTER. 
ACCEPT THIS! 


THEY DON’T 
BELIEVE ME, 
ANYWAY. 


EVEN AFTER ALL 
THIS TIME. 


THEN WHAT AM I 
SUPPOSED TO TELL 
THEM? 


PATIENCE. 


THE OUTCOME 
We DESIRE 


IS INEVITABLE. 


L/VE FORGED 
THE KEY, 


NOW IT JUST 
NEEDS 


TO BUILD THE 
DOOR. 
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NO ONE CAN. 


IF WE REMAIN 
LIKE THIS MUCH 
LONGER, RISK WILL BE 
ALL THERE IS LEFT 
FOR US. 
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EEHEE... 
ACTUALLY STAYED 
THERE...THE WHOLE 

NIGHT/... 
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Chapter Five 
Sareli 





WOW. YOU LOOK 
LIKE CRAP 


THANKS...7 50 
DO YOU. 


DO YOU...WANNA 
TALK ABOUT IT?... 


DO YOU? 


DO YOU THINK, 
MAYBE...WE 
SHOULD...STOP? 


WHAT’RE YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? NOT FINISH FINDING 
EVERYONE?! NO, WE PROMISED 
RALSE| AND LANCER! 


YOU’kKE—O0F— 
SUPPOSED TO BE THE 
HERO ONE AROUND 








YOU SURE NO 
ONE’S HERE? 


THE MAYOR’S 
AT HER OFFICE. 
RUDY’S AT THE 

HOSPITAL. NOELLE 
HAS TRACK 
PRACTICE RIGHT 





GEEZ, I’M NOT 
GOOD AT PICKING 
LOCKS— 

















THE GATE’S USUALLY 
ENOUGH TO STOP PEOPLE. 
DON’T THINK THEYRE 
WORRIED ABOUT THE 
FRONT DOOR. 
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LET’S BE CAREFUL 
NOT TO MOVE 
ANYTHING. 




















DAMN, WHERE 
SHOULD WE EVEN START 
LOOKING FOR THE DARK 
WORLD IN A PLACE LIKE 

THIS?! 












































HOW’D YOU EVEN 
KNOW THIS WAS 


OUR PARENTS 
WERE FRIENDS. 


WE COULD JUST 
STUMBLE ACROSS IT 
EASIER IF WE MADE IT 
DARKER. 


SEEMS LIKE 
THEY’/D PUT THE 
CARDS HERE. 


I WAS OVER HERE... 

WITH ASRIEL, A FEW 

TIMES WHEN I WAS 
YOUNGER. 
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‘SHHH, I CAN HEAR 
SOMETHING... 


KRIS, WE’RE INA 
BASEMENT. WHAT COULD 
THERE POSSIBLY BE UNDER 
A BASEMENT?! 


THERE’S 
SOMETHING... 
UNDER THE 
FLOOR... 














I DON’T HEAR 
ANYTHING. 
yA 





BECAUSE YOU 
KEEP TALKING. 
SHHH! 
DON’T YOU 
SHHH NE, IT’5— 


CLICK! 


ne 





WH...AT. ARE YOU TWO 
DOING...IN MY HOUSE? WITH N-NOTHING// 
ALL THE LIGHTS OFF?? NOTHING ILLEGAL! 


DOOR WAS 
UNLOCKED, 50 UMM... 
\ UHHH... 























THE GATE WAS 
LOCKED! HOW/D 
YOU GET IN 
HERE? 









































YEAH! GREAT WHICH...KRIS... 
QUESTION! WILL HELP ME 
EXPLAIN! 

















I-I MEAN...L’M N- BUT I DON’T KNOW 
NOT UNHAFFY TO HOW TO FEEL ABOUT 
SEE YOU! YOU, UH...BREAKING 
INTO MY HOUSE! 


aS 
ZI \\ 7 ee 
LY DON'T THINK WE 


BROKE ANYTHING IN 
HERE! 





Ol 

7 
r\S THINK You N | 
| ) KNOW WHAT 
l\ 
| oN 


MEAN?? 


Nene 


OH NO, OHMIGOSH...MY 
MOM’S HOME? 


























I’M SUPPOSED TO 
BE AT TRACK 
PRACTICE! I SKIPPED 
‘CAUSE IT GOT A 
WEIRD FEELING, 
AND... 





HELLO? 
ANSWER Me! 














NOELLE?... ARE 
YOU HEREP... 


OHMIGOSH, L’/VE 
NEVER PLAYED 
HOOKY BEFORE! I’M 
GONNA BE GROUNDED 
FOR LIFE/ 


























HEY! SNAP OUT 
OF IT! 


Wed 
ON 
Y Ix 











269 


HOT CHEESE, I’M 
READY FOR A NEW 
PLACE! 


WH...WHAT 
HAPPENED ?... 


ANOTHER 
LIGHTNER 
HERE?! 





A NEW PERSON?! YOU LOOK 
LIKE THE SWEETEST LITTLE LOOK, L HAP TO BRING HER 


SPONGE CAKE! WITH US! LT WAS GONNA BE BAD IF 
We LEFT HER WITH HER MOM! 


WHY ARE MY 
CLOTHES WE’RE, UHH...50 


DIFFERENT? Bea THE DARK 


ORLD! 


KRIS AND I FIRST 
FOUND IT ON MONDAY, AT 
CHOOL. 


WITH CARD 
CASTLE, WHERE I 
LIVE! AND ALSO 
RULE! 


fl 





BUT...IT GOT MESSED UP WHEN 50 KRIS AND I HAVE BEEN TRYING 
THE SPARE CLASSROOM WAS TO FIX IT, GOING AROUND EVERYWHERE 
CLEANED OUT. AND FINDING THE MISSING PIECES FROM 
THE CLASSROOM. 


; IS THE DARK 
Mage Ti aie WORLD ANOTHER 
ee ae DIMENSION...: 
THIS TIME? 
TRAVELING INTO 
ANOTHER 
DIMENSION?! 


ANP “YOU'RE — 
TRYING TO : OMIGOSH! JUST 
RESTORE ALOST gn ie LIKE INLAST 
ROYAL TO HIS FABLE XII/ 
THRONE?! 





THEY MADE TWELVE OF 
THOSE THINGS? 


ACTUALLY, I THINK 
THEYRE UP TO FIFTEEN 
NOW.. 
SERIOUSLY 


DID YOU MEAN TO 
BRING THIS OTHER 


LIGHTNER WITH 
YOU? 15 SHE 
TRUSTWORTHY? 





ote 


IT’S MORE LIGHTNERS 
THAN ARE IN THE PROPHECY, 
BUT...60 MUCH HAS HAPPENED 
AND WE’VE FOUND ALL THESE 
EXTRA FOUNTAINS, WHO EVEN 
KNOWS WITH THE PROPHECY 
RIGHT Now! 


SHE SEEMS VERY 
NICE, AND WELL...THE 
MORE FRIENDS, THE 
BETTER, I SAY! 





IT’S VERY 
. NICE TO MEET 


" 


OH. MY. 
GOODNESS. YOU SLED ‘a 


LOOK EXACTLY 
LIKE AZZY. Ld 


I KNOW, IT’S 
WEIRD, RIGHT? 


2d 





my oe 
ALSE! 
ACTUALLY! I'M A OH! S0RRY, L...IT IT’S QUITE ALL 
PRINCE OF THE JUST TOOK ME BY RIGHT! I’M GLAD To 
DARK. SURPRISE. 5EE KRIS AND SUSIE 
WITH MORE FRIENDS. 


...OH, L’M NOELLE! 


THIS 15 
IT’S NICE TO MEET YOU, LANCER! Hes Mu 


FRIEND. 


NICE TO MEET 
YA, SNOWPOFF 
aleL! 


WONDERFUL! IF 
YOU’RE READY TO 
JOIN THE PARTY, WE 
CAN GET GOING! THIS 
LAND IS NEW TO ALL 
OF US, TOO. 


2rd 








I CAN’T 
BELIEVE YOU GUYS 
MISSED CLASSES TO 
SEE PERCE? LIKE 


DL WISH £ I’M SURPRISED WE KEPT I THINK HE 
COULD’VE GONE GETTING AWAY WITH IT. WANTED TO... 
WITH YOU. FIGURED BERDLY WOULD’vE BUT... 

RATTED US OUT. 


HAS... ANYONE 
SEEN KRIS OR SUSIE? T- 
THEY’VE BEEN GONE ALL 
WEEK... 





W-WELL I’M SURE 
THEY’RE BOTH 
PERFECTLY FINE A-A- 
AND ARE WORKING 
HARD ON THEIR 
PROJECT! 


I THINK YOU, UMM... 
MIGHT’VE SCARED HIM 
OUT OF IT ALITTLE 700 
HARD. 











D-DEFINITELY 
NOTHING L’D NEED TO 
DISCUSS WITH KRI9’5 
TERRIFYING PARENTS 


OH...WEAH. 
SORRY ABOUT THAT. 


WHAT‘RE YOU 
APOLOGIZING TO ME 
FOR...7 





WHICH WAY WE 
HEADING, KRIS? 


THERE, TO 
START. 


OW, KRIS. YES! KRIS HAS NEVER 
YOURE THE PARTY STEERED US WRONG YET. A 
LEADER? REAL HERO! 





THAT’S...50 
COOL, KRIS! 


Oba gyigg 
LyuFf SFr 





HEY HEY SUSIE, LOOK! 
I FOUND THIS BROKEN POT 


SOMEONE PROBABLY USED 
TO STASH MONEY OR 
SAL5<A IN! 
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YEAH YEAH, 
GIMME THAT... 


BET YOU'D 
LIKE TO BAT IT, 
RIGHT? 


THAT’S WEIRD. 
SUSIE NORMALLY 
GETS REAL EXCITED 
ABOUT STUFF LIKE 


50, HOW DID 
YOU AND SUSIE 
BECOME 
FRIENDS? 
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SHE WAS SHOWING ME 
HOW TO BE A BAD GUY! WITH 
AN EVIL LAUGH AND TRYING TO 
BITE MY FACE OFF AND 
EVERYTHING! 


.. SHE EVEN 
HELPED ME STAND 
UP TO MY DAD, WHEN 
HE WAS TRYING TO 

HURT EVERYONE. 





YEAH, SHE’S THE BEST! 
WE MADE A THRASH MACHINE 
AND BLEW IT UP AND SHE GAVE 

ME DARK CANDY AND DARK 
PIZZA, AND WE’RE GONNA GET 
MATCHING JACKETS! 


I’M HAPPY SHE 
CAME TO THE DARK 
WORLD. 


THAT SOUNDS 
REALLY COOL, 
ACTUALLY. 


2o8 
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O 
<b ShuF SHufe 


OHH— 
GOODNESS, I’M 90 
S0RkRY! WAS TRYING TO 
GET— 
—WOULD YOU HAPPEN TO 


BE A PARTY OF BRAVE 
WARRIORS? 





SHFF 





UHH...HELLO THERE! L 
SUPPOSE WE ARE? WE’RE ONIGOSH 3 WHERE? 
CERTAINLY A PARTY OF MORE OF THEM?! 
ADVENTURERS LOOKING TO DO 
RIGHT! 


YOU HAVE 


OH, WONDERFUL, NOOOO IDEA. 


GOODNESS— JUST 
WHAT I Need! 


BLUEBERRY! 
THIS ONE’S 
BLUEBERRY 

FLAVOR! 


“BLUEBERRY 
FLAVOR?” ME? 
WELL—IF YOU 
INSIST... 


OH, DON’T WORRY 
ABOUT THAT. WHAT’S 
YOUR ACTUAL NAME, 

FRIEND? YOU SEEM LIKE 
YOU'RE IN DISTRESS. 


L CERTAINLY AM! 

WELL MY NAME’S NOT V THAT’S MORE 
IN DISTRESS—MY BOSS MOBIUS’S 
NAME’S SARELI.A THING, AND—WELL, 

PRINCE, BUT WITHOUT HE'S BEEN 

SUBUECTS! CAPTURED! 





oe 


OVERTHROWN! 
BY A STRANGE, 
POWERFUL KING 
FROM ANOTHER 
LAND! 


GOT A GOOD IDEA WHO THIS “KING THIS LAND’S BEEN 
FROM ANOTHER LAND” [5. OVERRUN WITH THE NEW KING’S 


SUBJECTS AND HE’S FORCING ALL OF 
THE PEOPLE HERE UNDER HIS RULE! 
IT’S CHAOS! 


OH DEAR. 


LI’VE BEEN SEARCHING 
FOR SOMEONE WHO CAN HELP 
BECAUSE WELL—CERTAINLY 
NOT MB! I’M NO HELP IN 
THINGS LIKE THIS! 


OH, L’M SURE THAT’S NOT TRUE! YOU Ou! THAT’6—VERW 
CAN HELP US OUT RIGHT NOW BY LEADING US TO NICE! ONLY, I’M SUE 
WHERE WE CAN FIND THIS KING! LLL GET YOU GOOD 
PEOPLE LOST, 50, 
UH... 


REALLY? YOU/D—BE OKAY 
WITH ME GUIDING YOU? 


OF COURSE! 


foo 





GOTTA SAY... 
DUNNO HOW LI 
FEEL ABOUT 
BLUEBERRY. 


IT SEEMS LIKE 
HE NEEDS ALITTLE 
MORE FAITH IN 
HIMSELF 


OH, I KNOW! £ 
HAVE A MAP IN MY 
HOMe! 


L’/LL JUST—I’LL 
JUST G 
T 


BETTER THAN 
GOOFY GRAPE, 
THOUGH. 


HOW MANY 
ASRIEL WIZARDS 
ARE THERE...? 
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50 SORRY 
ABOUT THAT! L 
TRIPPED, SOME OF 


THESE, UHH— 


SEEMS LIKE HE 
MIGHT NEED BETTER 
GLASSES TO ME. 





oo 


50, WELL—IF I 
RECALL CORRECTLY, 
THERE’S UH...TWO PATHS 
TO GET TO TOWN HALL. 


We CAN GO THROUGH 50...40U KNOW THIS LAND 
THE COLLEGE SPORTS BETTER THAN ANY OF US! 
STADIUM, OR BACKBREAKER WHICH WAY WOULD YOU 
PEAKS. RECOMMEND? 


AND YOU—THERE’S 
ALREADY A PARTY 
OH NO, YOU DON’T LEADER... 
WANT MY—I-L DON’T 
THINK MY 
RECOMMENDATION’S 
WORTH MUCH! THE SPORTS 


STADIUM, THEN. 
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OH, THANK 
GOODNESS! I MEAN... 
SEEMS LIKE WE SHOULD 

AVOID PLACES NAMED 
‘BACKBREAKER.’ 


SAY, SARELI...19 
THERE A PARTICULAR 
LEGEND OR PROPHECY 
THAT YOU’VE KNOWN 

ALL YOUR LIFE? 


SEE, THAT’S A GOOD 
POINT! LET’5—TO THE 
STADIUM, OKAY! 


OH! YOU MEAN THE 
SOMETHING LEGEND OF THE TWO WARRING 
ABOUT — NATIONS? AND THE PRINCE WHO, 
WITH THE HELP OF A HUMAN 
LIGHTNER, WAS CHARGED WITH 
STOPPING THE WAR AND BRINGING 
PEACE TO THE LAND? 


.. AND THE 
PRINCE IS 
DOOMEP TO 
FAILURE! HIS LACK 
OF COMPETENCE 
ENSURES THE WAR 
CONTINUES, 
UNENDING! 





oF 


THAT’S, UH...NOT WHERE L RE YOU 
EXPECTED THAT TO GO... ailee THAT 


DOESN’T SOUND 


GEEZ, NO WONDER 
BLUEBERRY’S 
DEPRESSED 














* Yarious suits appeared? 





og 


KRIS WILL 
4 =< LET US KNOW 
FIGHTING? \ WF ; WHAT TO DO. 
WHAT’/M L : a: 
SUPPOSED TO 
Dor! 


WOOOOAH HEY, YOU 
EAGER BEAVERS! YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO FIGHT US! WE’RE 
HERE TO RESCUE YOU! 


OH GOOD, L BUT...THE KING BUT...L’M YOUR 
DION’T WANT TO TOLD US TO STOP RULER NOW. 

MI55 THE ANYONE TRYING TO SHOULDN'T YOU BE 

PLAYOFFS. GET TO THE TOWN LISTENING TO ME7 
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YEAH, NO OFFENSE, 
BUT KING’S FREE NOW, 
AND HE’S WAY BIGGER 

AND SCARIER THAN 

YOU. 


OH COME ON, 
I KNOW YOU 
GUYS DON’T 

ACTUALLY LKE 
FIGHTING! 


LOOK CHUMPS, I 
GOT CONSCRIPTED 
INTO THIS ANYWAY, 50 
I’M GONNA KNOCK 
OFF 


L...I’M BIG AND 
SCARY, TOO... 


IF YOU 
DECIDED TO 
MAKE LANCER 
YOUR LEADER, 
YOU COULD AT 
LEAST SHOW 


50ME 
RESPECT! 


* Stripes Dozen got bored and leftt 





Fae | 


WELL, OKAY...AS LONG AS 
YOU CAN GET US OUTTA HERE 
BEFORE KING FINDS OUT! 






% Rudinn leftt 
* Hathy blows a farewell kisst 


OH, THANK GOODNESS... 
FIGHTING SOUNDED REAL SCARY 
THERE FOR A MINUTE! WILL THEY... 
REALLY ONLY 
LISTEN TO ME IF 
MY DAD’S NOT 


THERE? 
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NAH, THEY’RE 
PROBABLY JUST 
TIRED AND FREAKED 
OUT ‘CAUSE EVERYONE 
GOT SUDDENLY 
MOVED TO A NEW 
PLACE. 


THINGS WILL BE 
FINE ONCE WE’VE 
GOT YOU ALL BACK 
YEAH...WEAH, 
HOME! OKAY. 





AH, 425, 50 IT’S 
BEEN—THAT’S THE 







£ Re TAKEOVER I WAS TALKING 
id) AN ABOUT! BUT YOU ALL 
ty! HANDLED THAT 

if SITUATION VERY 

es WELL! 
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WELL—HERE WE 
ARE! THE STADIUM IS 
WAY. 


READY TO GO TO THE 
STADIUM, KRIS? 


OH, IT LOOKS 
NICE OVER 
THERE! 


WOW...I WONDER IF 
AZZY’S UNIVERSITY HAS A 
STADIUM LIKE THIS? 
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oe WOU GUYS 
ALL JUST DON’T 

NOW “OU CARDS dee pane eee 

ARE JUST GOING TO Fee Pane f 

HAVE TO SIT DOWN ; CAUSE YOU 


ANYWAY ! / 
AND WAIT! SUCK. aauae vie 


SPORTS! CAN JUST 
SPORTS! COME BACK 


SPORTS! LATER... 


HEY THERE! 
DON’T WORRY, 
WE’RE GONNA 
RESCUE YOU! 


AND KING SAW5 NO 
GAMES UNTIL ALL YO 
ena LIGHTNERS GET KILLED! 


REALLY 
SORRY ABOUT 
THI 


Fae [| 





THIS IS A 
PICKLE, A 
CUCUMBER, A 


OH...EXCUSE ME? 
GOALIE? SEE, IF LT JUST— 
WELL, THESE LIGHTNERS 

WERE GOING TO HELP 
FREE BOSS MOBIUS! 


YOU CHUMPS 
GONNA GET THE 
BOSS BACK? 


WELL, THOSE 
CHUMPS AIN’T 
GONNA LET YA. 


C’MON GOALIE, 
We NEED T’ 
B055! 


WELL THE 
OTHER TEAM’S 
BEEN PAID OFR 

NOTHING I CAN DO 
ABOUT THAT, 
Nope! 


WHAT’S EVEN 
HAPPENING? WE 
JUST WANT TO GET 
ACROSS! 




















\\e J\ % 
ae 











Check 
V Kickback 








* Can't reach the goal with 
their defensive structuret 











UUGH...HOW THE YES, BUT DON’T 


HELL’/RE YOU 
SUPPOSED TO CAN GET...FOR REAL 


DODGE THAT?! HURT IN BATTLE? 


4 
a He 
L...I THOUGHT THIS 
WOULD JUST BE LIKE A 
NUMBERS THING! WE GET 
ACTUALLY HURT?! 
[TN 


IT’S POSSIBLE, BUT 
WE’VE ALWAYS GOTTEN 
THROUGH FINE, AND THE 

PROPHECY— 


THAT’S NOT 
COMPLETELY 





WAIT WAIT WAIT! WE WORRY, I CAN HELP 
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V Check 
Kickback 


* It’s impossible to win without 
breaking their perfect defense. 

















Fie be 





* The enemy isn’t ay NOELLE we 227 84 








Silver Bells 
Red-Nosed Reindeer 
V Let It Snow 

















UHH, KRIS... THINK OF 
SOMETHING FAST, 
‘CAUSE MY AXE ISN’T 
CUTTING IT! 


Silver Bells 
© Red-Hosed Reindeer 
Let It Snow 














e! . . 
EY iJ . * Hoelle 15 too afraid 
A (| to ACTT 


C/MON GUYS, FINAL 








Check * Can’t reach the goal with 


© Kickback their defensive structuret 




















- 


8S 


YOU MUST 
WILL YOU TRY ~_—e 
AGAIN? 
A DECISION. 


50 MUCH 
DEPENDS ON 
WOU. 





- ENCENTIVE, 
PERHAPS? 


COMPENSATION 
FOR 


UNFAIR 
DIFFICULTY. 


AH, CREATION... 


NO...GIFTS! 


NO MORE...OF 
THIS... 








LL 
—— 


JH6 





WELL, HERE WE 


= 
=a 
Qa> 
gS 
Ny) 
Ww 
= 
ze 
w® 
w 
x 


OH, IT LOOKS NICE 
OVER HERE! 





READY TO GO THE 
STADIUM, KRIS? 


WE’RE GOING ‘ 
WAIT, KRIS! DION’T YOU 


' 
THIS WAY. K 
SAY BEFORE YOU WANTED 


OH? WELL...IF TO GO TO THE STADIUM? 
YOU INSIST... 


EeIS...19 
SOMETHING WRONG? 
YOU CAN— 





NO. 
EVERYTHING’S 


LIKE IT’S 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE. 


RALSEI, WHAT 
SHOULD We DO? 


THIS WAY SEEMS 
MORE DANGEROUS...L 
DON’T UNDERSTAND... 


I’M SORRY, IT’S MY—L 
PROBABLY SHOULDN'T HAVE 
SUGGESTED THIS ROUTE, 
90 iss 


THERE’S GOTTA BE 
SOMETHING... 





oH9 





te 
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11 





I DON’T WANT TO 
5UGGEST—I MEAN, 
I’M SURE YOU'VE GOT 
GOOD JUDGMENT, 
BUT... 


12 





THE NUMBERS 
WAIT...£ GET IT! ARE HOW MANY 
IT’S A PUZZLE! REMAINING STEPS YOU 
CAN TAKE BEFORE THE 
PLATFORM 
DISAPPEARS! 


BRILLIANT! £ 


WELL, L’ve 
THINK wouree Blatt, NEVER BEEN THIS 


WAY BEFORE, BUT— 
SOUNDS CORRECT! 


I-L THINK L KRIS, L KNOW YOURE 
CAN DO THIS, AT LEADING...BUT IF YOU EVER NEED 
OH GEEZ, IT’S LEAST! HELP WITH THE MATH PART, L CAN 
NOT JUST A HELP 
PUZZLE, BUT A 
MATH PUZZLE?! 
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I DON’T SEE A 
WAY ACROSS. 


ATTENTION, 
WORMS// (oem 


50, HEROES! OUR 
PATHS CROSETH ONCE 
AGAIN! 
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LESSER DAD! 


GUE55 WHAT! WE'VE 
GOT MORE LIGHTNER 
HEROES NOW AND WE’RE 
HERE TO RESCUE 
EVERYONE! 


I AM TRAPPED ON THIS 
INFERNAL MOUNTAIN PEAK, 
THOU BLIND BAT! 


HARRUMPH! THE 
WONDERFUL ROUXLS 
KAARD REQUIRESETH NO 
RESCUING! 





OH, DEAR. 


50, UM... 
WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING OUT 
HERE? 


YOU STEPPED 
ALL OVER THIS 
STUPID PUZZLE 

BEFORE FIGURING OUT 
HOW IT WORKED, 
DION’T YOU? 


16 


I AM AN 
: I’M AFRAID THERE’S 
EXPERT AT TIS NOT MINE NOT MUCH WE CAN 00 


PUZZLES AND FAULTETH THIS ONE IS 
FROM HERE...WE HAVE TO 
THEIR RULES, POORLY DESIGNED 50! GET ACROSS AND STOP KING 


THANKETH THOU 
AGAIN BEFORE WE CAN 
MUCHEST! RESCUE YOU. 


THOU ART BETTER 
OFF LEAVING THe Map © HE IS PREPARED NOW 


FOR BOTH THOU 
eeetcan REASONINGS AND 


BRUTTE FORCETH! 


WELL, GOOD LUCKETH 

ESCAPING EVEN TH/S 

POINTED PESTILENCE 
PUZZLE! 


IN ANY 
CASE...WE HAVE 
TO TRY. 





oli 


WE CAN’/T— 
CAN’T GO BACK 
THE WAY We 


WHAT SHOULD CAME! 
WE Do?! 


WHAT ABOUT 
EVERYONE ELSE? 


PEOPLE! 


ONE PERSON 
CAN MAKE IT, IF 
THEY RUN. 


EVERYONE JUST 
CLIMB ONTO ME, AND 
I’LL RUN ACROSS. 


ARE YOU 
SURE YOU CAN 
CARRY ALL OF 

U 





a1 


WELL I GOTTA, WE 
DON’T HAVE ALOT OF 
OTHER CHOICES! 





Y-YOU SURE YOU'LL 
BE OKAY? 


AAAAAND THREE- 
TWO-ONE 
GOING NOW/ 





a8 


SEE YOU LATER, 
LESSER 
DAAAAAAD~! 





ey < 


EXCELLENT FORM! 

PERFECT AIM! THOU 

HAST SOLVED THE 
PUZZLE, AND... 


or 


— 
—s 
— 
— 
— 
— 


mPa B 





I5 THE DARK 
WORLD ALWAYS 


LIKE THIS? 
OFTEN, BUT...THAT 


WAS QUITE TENSE, 
EVEN FOR US! 


SUSIE...ARE YOU... 
DO WE HAVE TO HURT 
MY DAD THIS TIME? 


THAT WAS...FUN, BUT 
MOSTLY REALLY 
Scary! 


I’M GONNA 
NEED A REST 
BEFORE WE FACE 
KING AGAIN... 


LANCER, IF YOU 
DON’T WANT US TO, 
WE WON'T. OKAY? 








WAIT! DO YOU MEAN 
IN FIGHTS WE CAN 
GET...ACTUALLY FOR 
REAL HURT? 





OH NO, I UH...L IT’S OKAY! IT HAVE SORRY, IT 
DON’T KNOW IF L SPELLS THAT CAN HEAL JUST...SOUNDS 
CAN DO THAT... WHENEVER NEEDED! REAL SCARY... 





a Pals 


THERE’S 
ANOTHER 
FOUNTAIN. 


OH THAT—YES, THE 
FOUNTAIN OF 
DARKNESS! 


IT’S HOW WE LEAVE THE 
DARK WORLD. 
50 We HAVE TO GO THROUGH 
KING TO GET HOME. 


IT’S BEEN THERE ON BOSS 
MOBIUS’S ROOFTOP POOL SINCE I 
CAN REMEMBER BEING HERE. 
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WE MAY NEED SOME SORT 
OF STRATEGY, SINCE WE KNOW WELL, MAYBE 
HE WON'T LISTEN TO REASON... Wé COULD—I 
AND WE DON’T WANT TO USE MEAN, I 
VIOLENCE... DUNNO... 


7 EL WAS THINKING... 
ABE WE COULD, LIKE ; 50 YOU CAN CATCH 
_6NEAK ATTACK? TAKE HIM WITHOUT FIGHTING, 


HIM BY SURPRISE, I ! if wM=- ae 
MAN? 7 50...M-MAYBE NOT 


NO, SARELI, 
THAT SOUNDS 
SMART! HOW CAN 
WE DO THIS? 


WELL, WE’/RE UH—ALREADY 
HERE AT THE BACK ENTRANCE! LT 
ACTUALLY KNOW MY WAY— 


I HAVE A GOOD IDEA OF 
HOW TO GET AROUND TOWN 
HALL, BECAUSE...WELL, BOSS 
MOBIUS WILL ONLY LET ME 
NEAR THE FOUNTAIN... 





Br Fay) 


HUH, THAT’S ACTUALLY 
50 WE CAN GO IN USEFUL, BLUEBERRY - 
A BACK ROUTE AND 
PUT KING TO SLEEP 
WITHOUT HIM EVEN 
KNOWING! THAT’S 
PERFECT! 


OH, WELL T... 
DON’T THANK ME 


DON’T WORRY, 
WE’RE HERE TO 
YEAH, HOLD IT RESCUE YOUR 
RIGHT THERE, B055! 
CHUMPS. NO GETTIN’ 
IN HERE. 


EH, NEVER 
LIKED THAT GUY 
ANYWAY, 
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EXCUSE ME, 
BUT I UH...NEED 
TO GET IN TO 
INSPECT THE 
FOUNTAIN? 


DON’T CARE, 
CHUMP 


SPORTS PF! L/LL 
CATCH YOU CHUMPS 
LATER! 


OH HEY, SOUNDS 

LIKE A SPORTS IS 

STARTING AT THE 
STADIUM! 


-- SEEMS LIKE ALL 
THESE GUYS ONLY 
GOT ONE HOBBY. 





a Paty 


OFFICE IS JUST 
THROUGH HERE, 50—IF 
WE’RE ALL QUIET, WE 
CAN...MAYBE SNEAK 
UP 5+ 





Bs Fa 


OUTLOOK NOT 
50 aoop! 


WELL, 
LANCER. NOW 
LOOK AT WHAT 
YOU'VE DONE. 


z 
_S 
aw 
ae 
Kw 
oO 
> 
=2 

Ny 
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LEAVE LANCER 
ALONE! 


N-NO, THEY 
DION’T MEAN— 


THIS IS ALL YOUR 
FAULT, SON. YOU LET 
THESE LIGHTNERS IN, AND 
5EE WHAT THEY’VE 
DONE? 


I-L’M 50RRY! T 
ME5ED IT UP 


DESTROYED OUR 
KINGDOM. 
SCATTERED IT. 


AND SEE NOW? YOU/RE WHOLLY 
DEPENDENT ON THEM! A USELESS, 
DISCARDABLE PLAYTHING THEY DRAG 
AROUND FROM PLACE TO PLACE. 





Br Bad) 


H-HOW CAN YOU TALK TO 
YOUR OWN CHILD THAT 


IT’S YOU WHO 
HASN’T LEARNED, 
KING! 


AS LONG AS WE 

CAN WORK TOGETHER 

TO FIND A PEACEFUL 

SOLUTION, THERE'S JR 
STILL HOPE! 


NOT YOUR CONCERN. HE 
SHOULD KNOW HIS PLACE BY 


Now! BUT HE ALWAYS 
WAS A SLOW 
LEARNER. 


NOT THAT THE 
LESSON MATTERS 
NOW. YOUR EFFORTS 

ARE FUTILE. 


NAIVE PRINCE! 
HOW MANY 
FOUNTAINS OF 
DARKNESS HAVE YOU 
COME ACROSS 
Now? 


YOUR DREAMS OF 
BALANCE BETWEEN 
LIGHT AND DARKNESS 
ARE BEYOND HOPE. 
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THERE IS NO 
RECONCILIATION. ONLY 
EVENGE. 


GEEZ, WILL YOU SHUT 
IT ALREADY?! YOU'RE 
COMING WITH US NO 
MATTER WHAT! 


AND BE RETURNED TO 
THAT MOS55-EATEN 
BASEMENT CELL? OH NO, LT 
THINK NOT. 


I’M CONTENT TO SEE 
DARKNESS OVERRUN 
YOUR LIGHTNER HOME 
FROM THIS PLACE. 


ALTHOUGH, WILL BE A 
FINALLY ENDING S VERY SATISFYING 
WOUR LIVES... F@), PRELUDE! 





Bs Bs Fd 





gi | 5 ) 
* King blocks the wayt 3 


| y eB Talk MY GROUND IS 


ABOVE YOURS, FOOLISH 
PRINCE! 








KING...L KNOW YOU/VE BECOME 
THIS WAY OUT OF DEVOTION TO 
YOUR KINGDOM! 


Vays 


SURELY WE CAN FIND 
COMMON GROUND 
THERE? 





BBs Be 


CONCENTRATE 
AND ASK AGAIN! 


HEY—WAIT! NONE OF 
US GOT OUR TURN! 





= 


Z 
oo REPEAT TURNS UNDER MY IX 


> COMMAND... XN 

(4) 

RN YOU NEVER WILL! } 
>. 


WHAT DO WE DO, 
KRIS? WE CAN’T 
JUST DODGE 
FOREVER! 


CONCENTRATE 
AND ASK AGAIN! 


DAD, THAT’S 
NOT FAIR 
FIGHTING! 





THESE 
LIGHTNERS 
CONFRONT ME 
FOUR TO ONE, 
AND YOU’RE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
FAIRNESS? 


THEY TRULY 
HAVE 
POISONED 
YOUR MIND! 


PERHAPS IN A DUNGEON 
CELL OF YOUR OWN YOU/LL 
FINALLY LEARN YOUR 
PLACE! 





L...KNOW MY 
PLACE! 


IT’5 WITH 
MY FRIENDS, 
AND... 


6 


BECAUSE... 
EVERYONE...SHOWED 
ME... 


IT’S...A5..A 
RULER/ 


THE 
STRONGEST 
RULERS HAVE 
fine os RELY 
ON! 








oof 





WITHOUT A 
DOUBT! 


EXNOELLE ue 


[SIgsaibdy 


Silver Bells 
Red-Hosed Reig 
WLet It Snow 





=a) 
| 
a 
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%, 


YOU...4OU 


BAVE US ALONE, 
cesar, 


> 
\) 
a ea 


i 
Loe 
re 

a 
co 

- 

a 

* 
os 
le 
oo 


© Red-Hosed Reindeer 
Let It Snow 


NOELLE! YOU 
DID IT! 





4OU WILL FALL 
TODAY — Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Let It Snow 


y 
y 





SARELI! I NEED 
YOUR HELP! 


DAMN, NOELLE, YOU’RE 
KILLING IT! 


EVEN BETTER— 
YOU’RE PACIFYING 
IT! 


LI’LL SOONER DIE 
THAN BE CARRIED 
AWAY AS YOUR 
PLAYTHING! 


YOU—OH NO, NOT 
Mé! I’M NO HELP TO 
ANYONE! 





ad? 


YOU DON’T 


UNDERSTAND—I’M 


AND I KNOW THAT 
ea pads TOGETHER, WELL MAKE 


SURE YOU DON’T FAIL! 
(GS 
. VAD 
4 | 





YOU...STILL 
NOTHING TO 
SAY? 


L’LL GIVE YOU 
SOMETHING TO SCREAM ABOUT, 
LIGHTNER— 


43 





WHERE DID 


ANSWER ME, 
LIGHTNER! WHERE’D 
WOU GET THAT?! 


BUT HE SAID...HE ; 
SAID IT WAS HIDDEN IN _ THAT THEY’D 
ANOTHER LAND! NEVER FIND IT... 
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* You wont 





LANCER, THAT WAS THE 
SUSIE, SUSIE LOOK! I DID MOST BADASS THING L’vE EVER 
IT! L CAN DO THE THING! £ SEEN! 
FINALLY GOT IT!! 


15...THAT WAS 
ALL Goop? 


I MEAN...YOU REALLY 


SAVED OUR NECKS, TOO! 


LI JUST...CAN’T 
BELIEVE I DID IT! I KNEW “OU TWO 
COULD! 


I WAS 30 
SCARED, I COULDN’T 
STOP SHAKING, BUT...L 
STILL REALLY DID 
IT! 
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I’M 30 GLAD We AND THAT THINGS 
MANAGED ANOTHER ACTUALLY WENT RIGHT 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION! FOR ONCE! 


AND NOW THAT 
WE‘VE PEACEFULLY 
DISPATCHED THE KING, 
WE CAN SAFELY FIND 
EVERYONE AND BRING 
THEM TO THE 
FOUNTAIN! 


ALTHOUGH...IT’S 
GOING TO BE QUITE 
THE TASK FINDING 
THEM ALL... 


IS THAT WHAT KING yeisg WHAT 
WAS YELLING = THT THING? 


adi 





a4 





WAS... THAT 
SUPPOSED TO 
HAPPEN? 





LANCER! 
LANCER, ARE YOU 
( VEIN THERE? 


YOU OKAY?! 
ANSWER ME// 





WHAT’D YOU DO?! WHAT DO YOU MEAN? 





GET HIM OUTTA YOU HAD IT! 
THERE! 
Clog 
I DON’T KNOW eile< 


HOW THIS 
WORKS. 





O-OH WAIT, UM— 
EXCUSE ME... 


OH, GOODNESS, 
THIS LOOKS LIKE A 
52 PICKUP! AN 
INCREDIBLY RARE, 
VERY POWERFUL 
TREASURE! 





oo 


YES! L’VE GOT 
50ME OLD SCROLLS 
IN MY HOME OF SUCH 

ARTIFACTS... 


A POWERFUL 


TREASURE? LEGEND SAYS IT CAN 


SUMMON FORTH AND 
ENCASE CARDFOLK FROM 


..NO WONDER THE 
KING WAS 50... 
AFRAID OF IT. 


SERIOUSLY, 
KRIS, WHERE’D 
YOU GET IT? 





MILES AWAY! 


I CAN’T 
BELIEVE YOU'VE HAD 
IT WITH YOU! THE S2 

PICKUP I5 SAID TO HAVE 
BEEN LOST AGES AGO, 
TAKEN TO ANOTHER 
KINGDOM. 


WHERE DID YOU 
GET IT? 


IT’S ALL 
RIGHT TO TELL 
US, ERIS. 


.. THE PIANO 
PUZZLE. 


ood 


BUT, KRIS...4OU 
LOST THE PIANO 
PUZZLE. 


KRIS7 YOU NEVER GOT 
THAT PUZZLE! 


M-MAYBE IF THEY 
DON’T WANT TO TALK...WE 
SHOULDN'T PRESS IT... 


BUT WHAT ABOUT 
LANCER? 


WELL, UH, HE’5—I’M NOT CERTAIN ON THE 
CONDITIONS TO RELEASE THE CARDFOLK, BUT 
NOTHING IN MY SCROLLS INDICATES THEYRE 

HARMED IN ANY WAY. 


MAYBE YOU CAN GET HIM 
OUT ONCE WE’RE BACK IN OUR 
OWN WORLD? 





oe 


WAY 700 
IF THAT TREASURE REALLY DOES CONVENIENT FOR 


HAVE ALL OF THE CARDFOLK...WE DON’T 
NEED TO TRACK THEM ALL DOWN, 
BECAUSE THEY’RE ALL HERE. 


DO YOU THINK WE 
SHOULD...TRY TO FIGURE 
THIS OUT BEFORE WE GO? 


NO. WE BEAT KING, THE HELL BE FINE. 
FOUNTAIN’S RIGHT OVER US, 50 IF HE'S TOUGH. 
WE'VE REALLY GOT ALL THE CARDS... 
WE SHOULD Go. 


Br Laha 





THEY LL BE LEAVING THIS 
KINGDOM AND TAKING ALL THE 
CARDS WITH THEM, 50... 

THINGS’/LL GO BACK TO 
NORMAL! 


BOSS MOBIUS...UM—MAY TL 
TAKE THESE LIGHTNERS UP 
TO THE FOUNTAIN? 


THIS’/LL BE THE 
FIFTH FOUNTAIN OF 
DARKNESS WE’VE 
USED SINCE THIS 

ADVENTURE 
STARTED... 





ood 


THAT'S QUITE 
A NUMBER OF 
KINGDOMS. 


UNLE55...MAYBE 
YOU HAVE MORE 
FOUNTAINS OF LIGHT 
THERE THAN L 
THOUGHT ? 


I’M MOST 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE BALANCE 
BETWEEN LIGHT 
AND DARK. 


THE DARKNESS 
MUST BE 
OVERTAKING THE 
LIGHT WORLD... 


RALSEI, WE DON’T 
HAVE LIGHT 
FOUNTAINS. 


OUR WORLD ISN’/T 
MADE BY FOUNTAINS OR 
WHATEVER, IT’S JUST 
THERE. 


WE’VE ONLY SEEN 
THOSE WEIRD PORTAL 
FOUNTAINS IN THE DARK 
WORLD. 





THE KNIGHT WHO PULLS 
THE FOUNTAINS FROM THE 
EARTH... 


mbes) 


RALSEI, ARE 
YOU OKAY? 


OH...YWES, 
NOELLE, I’M 
FINE! 


LITTLE WORRIED, 
BECAUSE I FEEL LIKE I’M 
MISSING SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT. 


I’M S5ORRY...L WISH 


I COULD HELP BUT T / 
KNOW THE LEAST IT’S ALL RIGHT! IF YOU 
ABOUT THIS PLACE CONTINUE TO BE THERE FOR 
: KRIS IN THE LIGHT WORLD, IT’S 
ALL I NEED 


I MAY NEED 
TO RETHINK / 
50ME THINGS, Lie le” 
BUT I STILL KEY, 
BELIEVE... 





ob 


ZL HOPE YOU'LL HAVE A BIT MORE 
FAITH IN YOURSELF IN THE FUTURE! We 
Bi een St Par REALLY COULDN’T HAVE DONE IT 
WITHOUT YOU. 


L’/LL...TRY TO I KNOW, BUT MAYBE 
REMEMBER THAT! PROPHECIES AREN'T 
REALLY AS RELIABLE 
JUST, YOU KNOW— AS YOU'D THINK! 
WHEN YOU'VE GOT A 
PROPHECY ON YOUR MIND 
ALL THE TIME... 





B055! BO55! 
ALL THOSE CARD Be: pip Le 
CHUMPS SUDDENLY RUCKUS! YOURE 


VANISHED, AND— OKAY ! 


WELL, YOU CHUMPS 


HELPED RESCUE THE B055, 50 GEEZ, YOU BIG-EYED 
YOU'RE ALL RIGHT IN OUR WEIRDOS REALLY LIKE 


BOOKS. YOUR BOSS... 


YEAH, NO 
KIDDING, CHUMP 
BOSS MOBIUS 
PREDICTS THE 
FUTURE! 





YOU KNOW HOW THAT MAKES 
USEFUL THAT IS WAY TOO MUCH 
FOR BETTING ON 
SPORTS AT THE 

COLLEGE?! 


THE FUTURE, I5 IT? 
50...WILL OUR PARTY 
ACCOMPLISH OUR 
GOAL? 


ot 


THAT MAKES 
Mé FEEL 
BETTER! 


LOT BETTER THAN 
THOSE STUPID PAINTINGS 
SAYING SOMEONE WAS 
GOING TO DESTROY THEIR 
HOME OR WHATEVER- 





ooo 


, YEAH, IT’S ALL 

Hew! WHAT/D RAINBOW-COLOR 
THOSE CHUMPS SOMETHIN?! 
DO TO THE ; 


FOUNTAIN?! 


BETTER NOT 
TELL YOU NOW. 
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THAT WAS... 


AMAZING! AND \-— 


TERRIEYING 

AND 50 MANY 

NEW PEOPLE, 
AND... 


L CAN'T 
|_| BéeLieve IT! 





OKAY...IT’S FINE... 
HE’S OKAY. 








THAT ALL... 
REALL 
HAPPENED? 





WAIT! WE JUMPED 
INTO THE GAME 
CHEST...AND NOW 
WE’/RE BACK OUT 











WE DON’T USUALLY 
LEAVE THE DARK WORLD 
IN THE SAME PLACE WE 

GOT INTO IT. 








TIL. tae 
eye Gt 


~ 














LS 
THANK A 4 -T LET'S GET THESE CARDS 
GOODNESS...L A Las TOGETHER AND GET OUTTA 
GUESS SHE WENT = my / | wA HERE BEFORE SHE GETS 
BACK TO WORK... 1] — BACK. 











50...THESE ARE ALL THE 
THINGS YOU NEED TO BRING BACK L’/LL HELP 
TO SCHOOL AND GET LANCER’S YOU FIND 
KINGDOM BACK? THEM! 


THERE'S STILL A Vo 
FEW MORE GUYS We 
GOTTA FIND 


WAIT, BUT... 
YOU SURE? YOU 
KNOW HOW 
DANGEROUS THE 
DARK WORLD 
GETS! 














I WANT TO... 


/ TL... WAS ABLE TO | ) ] KEEP HELPING 
HELP BEAT THE SPADE | | YOU. 
KING, WASN’T £7? Nt: ~N | | 














= 7 YOU HAVE TO BE 
I MEAN...L 4 SURE. IT'LL BE 
QUESS IT’S UP TO \)* DANGEROUS. 
{ KRIS, THEYRE THE 
ONLY ONE THAT CAN 
GET US IN AND OUT 
OF THE DARK 





AS LONG AS 
YOU TWO ARE WITH 
\ ME...I KNOW L’LL BE 
ay SAFE! 











50...WHERE’S 


THE REST OF THE 
PEOPLE YOU NEED 
TO FIND? 











OH, THAT’S 
PERFECT! 
TOMORROW'S 
SUNDAY, 50 WE CAN 
ALL GO TO CHURCH 
TOGETHER AND THEN 
LOOK FOR YOUR 
FRIENDS IN THE 
DARK WORLD 
AFTER! 


YOU WEREN'T... 


JUST PLANNING ON 


BREAKING IN, WERE 








IT’S WORKED 
FINE 50 FAR! 








LIKE...TODAY. 
BREAKING INTO THE 
MAYOR’S HOUSE. 


I’M GUESSING YOU GUYS 
BROKE THE LCE-E PIZZA 
PLACE DOOR, TOO? 





~/ DON’T WORRY, KRIS 
Li} AND I KNOW ENOUGH \ 

[| THAT YOU’LL BE FINE! 
; DO YOU HAVE A 


OH, WELL, 
MY AUNT 
BLITZY HAS 
SOME OLD 
OUTFITS HERE 
FOR WHEN SHE 
VISITS! L BET 
ONE OF THEM 
WOULD FIT 
You! 














IT'D BE LESS 
SUSPICIOUS IF WE WERE 
ALREADY THERE. 


BUT I’VE NEVER BEEN TO 
CHURCH BEFORE! I DUNNO HOW 
ANY OF THAT STUFF WORKS! 


NO/ I STOPPED \- 
WEARING DRESSES 
WHEN LI WAS 



































HERE, COME ON, LET’S 
FIND SOMETHING FOR YOU 
QUICK, BEFORE MY MOM 
GETS BACK! 





















































ceQeT DHFR 


eee qusriwe . 
ot 


























THERE “OU fi ’ LI ALMOST 
ARE, KRIS! THOUGHT YOU 
WOULD NOT BE 
HERE FOR 
DINNER! 


I KNOW, YOU DID TELL ME YOU 
WOULD BE OUT WITH FRIENDS 
TODAY. BUT YOU COULD AT LEAST 
CALL ME TO CHECK IN! 


: WE MAY NEED TO 
REPLACE THAT CELL PHONE 
OF YOURS IF THE RECEPTION 

I5 THIS BAD 





IT IS ALL RIGHT. BUT 
TOMORROW, I WANT YOU TO 
STAY HOME. YOU HAVE BEEN 

OUT FOR SO MUCH OF THIS 

WEEK, I HAVE BARELY 


AND I AM VERY 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
ALL THESE WEIRD 
THINGS THAT HAVE 

BEEN HAPPENING 
AROUND TOWN! THE 
MAYOR HAS BEEN 


AND I WANT TO LOOK 
OVER YOUR HOMEWORK 
TOMORROW AFTERNOON WITH 
YOU AND MAKE SURE YOU 
ARE NOT STRUGGLING. 


IT IS SIMPLY 
NOT SAFE OUT 
THERE RIGHT NOW, 
AND I KNOW YOUR 
PENCHANT FOR 
MISCHIEF... 





TALKING ABOUT 
STARTING AN 
INVESTIGATION! 


I WANTED TO...GO TO 
CHURCH TOMORROW 
MORNING. 


KRIS? DO YOU 
UNDERSTAND? 


AND THEN ME AND TWO 
FRIENDS...WERE GOING TO ASK 
FATHER ALVIN IF WE COULD HELP 
CLEAN UP THE CHURCH ATTIC... 





I AM SURE FATHER 
YES, OF COURSE YOU 
OH, WELL THAT I5 C AN COME TO CHURCH ALVIN WOULD Love THE 


COMPLETELY DIFFERENT! ) | TOMOREOW! HELP! 


I AM 30 HAPPY 
YOU WANT TO 
COME! HERE, LET US GO 
a UPSTAIRS, YOU CAN PICK 
OUT AN OUTFIT AND I WILL 
CLEAN AND IRON IT FOR 
TOMORROW! 

















I REMEMBER ASA 
CHILD YOU WERE 30 
INSISTENT ON THE 
RIGHT OUTFIT! 





EITHER A PERFECT 
MATCH WITH YOUR 
BROTHER, OR THE 
PERFECT OPPOSITE. 
IT WAS 50 
ADORABLE! 








50, WHICH 
WOULD YOU LIKE 
FOR TOMORROW, 


SWEETIE? 





L-LOOK...HOW | y 

ABOUT YOU WEAR \— AND I WILL IRON BOTH 
THE SLACKS JUST IN CASE YOU 
TOMORROW: | |\ CHANGE YouR MIND. 


I AM 30 GLAD 
YOU’RE INTERESTED IN 
SERVICES AGAIN, 
KRIS! 











HONESTLY...5SEEMS 
LIKE THEY GET THAT 
INABILITY TO DECIDE 
FROM THEIR FATHER. 








YOU’RE NOT 

ALLOWED IN 

HERE, LITTLE 
QUY! 





LET’S GET YOU BACK 

OUT HERE WITH YOUR 

FAMILY, WHERE YOU 
BELONG. 































































































Chapter $1x 
Lairse 











I AM SURE YOU WANT TO (\\\ 
MEET UP WITH YOUR FRIENDS, /\\ I WILL SAVE YOU 
RIGHT KRIS? \( \\ ALL A SEAT INSIDE, 
\ \ DEAR. 


HeLvo! 
WELCoME! 


1S THAT) Ti€ 
ST RAIGHT7 





WELL, I STILL 
AND YOU HAVE THE EXPECT YOU TO CALL THANK YOU... 


GATE KEY THIS TIME? AS SOON AS YOU AND FOR LETTING ME 


WOUR FRIENDS ARE eoTn? 
DONE. 


YES, MOM. 
IT’S IN MY 


_» [COMMUNITY SERVICE IS SAAR Xe AND THAT’S THE 


GOOD FOR COLLEGE a ONLY REASON L’M 
APPLICATIONS. Jf, 2s “Sk LETTING YESTERDAY 


/) Noo j= SLIDE, YOUNG LADY. / 
/ \ 


/ / Hore || REMeMBE< 
\\ My, UMGRE 
Soa) MY 








}} | 
| 
\ 





SUSIE, COME ON, 
IT’S GONNA START 
S500N! 


SUSIE, I PROMISE 
YOU LOOK FINE! 


NO L DON’T! I LOOK 
STUPID! THIS IS STUPID! 


LT’5 NOT! L 
MEAN...YOU/RE 
NOT AFRAID, ARE 
YoU? 


NO/ NOT 
GOING! 


THEN COME ON, 
IT‘LL BE FINE! 





{ROMY oRy, 
toring OF Mp 


SEE, KRIS? I THINK 
SHE LOOKS NICE. THIS BETTER GO 


REAL FAST. 














WONDERFUL TO 
HAVE YOU HERE 
AGAIN, KRIS! 








GOOD MORNING, ALL! 
50 LOVELY TO SEE ALL 
YOUR FACES THIS 
MORNING. 





EVEN SOME 


LET’S BEGIN TODAY 
WITH SOME SONGS OF 


NEW ONES! LES E 


WHAT’/M I 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
DOING?! 














AND FOR TODAY'S OPENING 
READING, PLEASE OPEN TD 
CHAPTER FIVE, VERSE THREE — 


YOU GET FREE 
FOOD AT 
CHURCH?! 








SUSIE, YOU/RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO EAT 
THAT UNLESS— 


OH...N-NEVER 
MIND...IT’S GONE 
NOW... 





(As 


THAT. 
WAS NOT 
FRUIT JUICE. 





SSN 
ae 


Guywu uy 














AND NOW, BEFORE 
TODAY’S SERMON, LET 
US BOW OUR HEADS IN 

PRAYER... 








NOW WHAT’M I | rea etiedl 


| WOUR EYES 
eee? TO THAT'S ALL! 











GREAT AND 
WONDROUS ANGEL 
ABOVE, WE HUMBLE 

OURSELVES BEFORE 
YOU... 





[LA Bo aa eS, 


BLESS US, 50 THAT WE MAY 
LIVE LIVES OF VIRTUE. 





OF KINDNESS 
AND COURAGE, 


LET US TREAT OUR 
NEIGHBORS WITH 
COMPASSION, THAT WE 
MAY RECEIVE 
COMPASSION IN 
RETURN... 


ooo 





AND WHEN We 
STUMBLE, GRANT US 
FORGIVENESS FOR OUR 
SINS, BOTH BIG AND 


Wy we eeay THaT 
/ = Your KINGDOM 
COMES TO US 


| PRS 
Niuzae 


TOUCH US WITH 
YOUR GRACE... 


T YOU 





a8 






































THAT WAS 
IT? 




















I REMEMBER ASRIEL AND THEY 
ALWAYS WANTING TO HELP 
DECORATE FOR VBS! 


WELL, THIS/LL 
HELP ME NOW. 





I AM QUITE PROUD OF 
YOU FOR OFFERING TO 
HELP OUT, KRIS. 


WE’LL, UHH...LET YOU \ 
KNOW IF We NEED ANY HEL? } 
FATHER ALVIN! 





WHAT HAS IT 
BEEN? FIVE YEARS, 


SINCE THEIR 
FATHER MOVED 
OUT, YES. 











I WONDER WHAT 
BROUGHT ABOUT THIS 
CHANGE. 


AM NOT SURE. THEY 
HAVE BEEN ACTING... 
RATHER DIFFERENT ALL 


IT WAS CERTAINLY A 
NICE SURPRISE TO SEE 
THEM AT SERVICE 
TODAY. 


WELL, NOT 
ALL CHANGES 
ARE BAD 














UUUGH, WHERE IS N\) )Y YOU GUYS SAID THE 
IT?! NEED TO GET ¥ ATTIC, RIGHT? THAT 
OUT OF THIS STUPID in SHOULD BE JUST 
DRESS! \ 


AHEAD... 








WOAH, THAT 
WAS EASY! 


UUGH, FINALLY 
OUT OF— 





Be La) 


5USI/E/ THERE YOU 
ARE! THERE WAS LIKE...A 
BIG TORNADO ALL OF A 
SUDDEN, AND— 


YEAH, I KNOW! 
YOU FREAKED ME 
OUT THERE! 


WOW, UM... 
y DON’T THINK 
WAS EXPECTING 
THIS... 
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THE LAST WORLD 
We NEED TO 
TRAVEL TO! 


LZ MUST ADMIT, 
IT’S NOT VERY 
INVITING-LOOKING. 


YEAH...A-A BIT 
SPOOKY. 


WE HAVE No | 
CHOICE BUT 
FORWARD. 


oof 





THIS DARK 
WORLD SEEMS 
50 LONELY...L 
HOPE WE FIND 

SOMEONE 

SOON. 


PROBABLY ANOTHER 
ASRIEL LOOKALIKE WILL 
BE SHOWING UP SOON 
ENOUGH. 


We’VE MET ONE 


EVERY TIME WE GO TOA 


NEW PART OF THE DARK 
WORLD... 


YOU REALLY 
THINK 507 


..WHY SHOULD 
THIS ONE BE ANY 
DIFFERENT? 





oog 


IT FEELS 
STRANGE NOT 
GETTING LUNCH 

WITH THEM... 


HOLIDAY! I DO 

NOT SUPPOSE 

YOU HAVE ANY 
NEWS FROM THE 
\ POLICE ON— 


SHE'S QUITE 
EAGER TO 
INVESTIGATE, BUT 
SHE AND OFFICER 
BLOOK ARE STILL 
ONLY TWO 
PEOPLE. 


WouL? You Like 
THE LAST SPIDER DONUT? 
OH NO, SORRY, 
He's HeRBIVvoROUS | 


a 


NO, MISS TORIEL. 
THAT’S WHY L/VE 
BEEN ASKING FOR A 
POLICE FORCE FROM 
THE CITY TO ASSIST 
OFFICER UNDYNE. 


..OH DEAR. 
THEN THIS IS 
QuITE 
SERIOUS. 





WHILE I’M QUITE 
UNHAPPY ABOUT 
HAVING TO ASK FOR CAN'T EASILY... 
OUTSIDE HELP I’M ( TAKE CARE OF 
AFRAID IT’S NOT LiKe | / \ THINGS OURSELVES 
OLD TIMES Ps, Kors LIKE WE USED TO. 
ANYMORE. | es 


>. a. 
NO. 
A SUPPOSE WE ) 


TORIEL! MAYOR 
HOLIDAY! I-L UM... 
THERE’S SOMETHING 
IMPORTANT I NEED 
TO...TELL YOU... 


WHICH MEANS 
YOU NEED TO 


I5 IT ABOUT THE - 
BACK PAYMENTS OF ‘ 
RENT YOU OWE? AS ; = 


| TREAT IT LIKE A 
y . BUSINESS, NOT A 
TIME AND AGAIN, 4OUR \ HOME YOU DON’T 
BUILDING IS ZONED FOR EVEN OWN. 
COMMERCIAL 
BUSINESS. 


HAS BEEN EXPLAINED 





NO, UM...IT’S NOT THAT... 
IT’S SOMETHING ELSE 
IMPORTANT... 


WELL, GOLLY, 
IT’S REALLY 
HARD TO 


WELL, THEN? / 
EXPLAIN EXPLAIN...JU5T, 
UM... 


YOURSELF 
ASGORE. 


SOMETHING 
HAPPENED, I’M 
NOT SURE 
WHAT...AND L’VE 
GOT THIS VERY 
BAD FEELING 
THAT IT’S... 
WELL... 


oni! 50 ee Tes 
i) aw \ TO FIND THE 
IT’S JUST...I/M ‘eg 
REALLY TROUBLED My) ) Ay pe ae 
AT THE THOUGHT OF | v= = 
EVEN BRINGING IT 
UP... 


M-MAYBE IF WE 
GO BACK TO MY ASGORE, THIS 
beta ae BEEN YOUR 

PROBLEM! 


EXPECTING 
FLOWERS TO FIX ALL 
ILLS AND YET STILL 

BEING UNABLE TO 
COMMUNICATE 
OUTSIDE OF THEM! 





. HERE, UNTIL 
YOU BUY ONE OF 
YOUR OWN. 


TORIEL, 
WAIT, T— 





WE CAN SPEAK AGAIN 
ONCE YOU HAVE ACTUALLY 
COMMITTED TO WHAT YOU LDONOT HAVE THE 
WANT TO SAY. TIME TO WAIT FOR A 


DECISION FROM YOU, YET 
AGAIN. 





CAROL, 
PLEASE, I’M 
WORRIED— 








YOU MUST FOCUS ON 
GETTING THAT RENT 
TOGETHER. 





IT’S ABOUT 
WHAT WEé DID, ALL 
THOSE YEARS 
AGO... 


MAYOR HOLIDAY, 
THANK YOU, MR. 
DREEMURR. 


AND IF THIS IS ABOUT 


A MISSING WHEELBARROW, OR 
LIGHTS NOT WORKING, OR ODD 
SHADOWS ON YOUR WALLS, THEN 
BELIEVE ME, I ALREADY 
KNOW. 


I MUST FOCUS ON 
FIXING THAT NOW. 





mw WHEN ARE WE 
GONNA MEET SOME 
ENEMIES WE CAN 
THRASH? JUST 
WALKING IS 
BORING! 


V MAYBE NOT ENEMIES, 


BUT IT SURE WOULD Be 
NICE TO SEE ANY 
INHABITANTS... 


HEY HEY HEY ALL Wa 
WOU CLOWNS! 
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50, WHICH \ 
WAY DO We 
GO? 


BY YES, HEAVEN 
S SOUNDS BEST. 


485 





Y <UOPE THAT i 
WASN’T SOME JUST LOOKED 

SORT OF LIKE A SIGNPOST 

PUZZLE. ’ 76 WE WES! JUST... 

| COMPARED TO PREVIOUS 
JOURNEYS, THIS IS 
REMARKABLY EASY 

THUSFAR... 


406 





Rat King appeared? 





THIS |5 SUPPOSED TO 
DOESN’T MATTER! WE 
BE ON THE ‘HEAVEN’ CAN PACIFY IT LIKE ALL 


ROUTE?! OUR ENCOUNTERS. 







KRIS ue 20280 









* Check 









* ATK 12 DEF 68 
% Rat King: mad king 
of the rats 


THERE’S... 
NOTHING TO 





CT ON. 
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WAIT! THIS 
CREATURE /5N’T 
A DARKNER! 


IT MUST’VE COME 
FROM YOUR WORLD, BUT... 


THAT’S IMPOSSIBLE! ONLY 
LIGHTNERS CAN COME 
Here! 


ARE YOU 
SAYING IT’S... 
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THAT EXPLAINS 
ALOT. 





ee 


GOTTEN INTO 
THE DARK 
WORLD? 
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*Rat King fleest 
* You wont 





AWWW YEAH, THERE 
HE I5! SAVED BY 
BANANA TOOTHPASTE 
BOY! 


NAH, THIS ONE IS 
CLEARLY SOUR WEAH, BUT 


LEMON. JUST LOOK AT 
HIM! THAT’S 
TOTALLY & SOUR 
LEMON! 


HE 5° BUT LT 
LIKE BANANA 
BETTER... 


HOW ABOUT... 
LEMON SOUR 
BANANA SALSA- 
FLAVOR! THE 
BEST KIND! 


41? 





THANK YOU 30 MUCH FOR 
YOUR HELP FRIEND! LT DON’T 
SUPPOSE YOU KNOW HOW THAT 


CREATURE GOT HERE? 


YOU DON’T 
BELONG HERE, 


EITHER. GET OUT 
% MY FOREST. 


YOUR KIND ISN’T 
WELCOME. 


IT 15 REALLY WEIRD 
HEARING SOMETHING LIKE 
THAT COMING OUT OF 
AZZY’S MOUTH. 


LOOK, WHATEVER 
LEGEND OR PROPHECY YOU 
MAY HAVE KNOWN ABOUT 
HUMAN LIGHTNERS, LI 


PROMISE YOU— 
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LIARS: 
COWARDS! 
HYPOCRITES!L! 


NONE OF “OU 
DESERVE TO SET 
FOOT ON THIS 
PATH! 


THE HELL I5 
THIS GUY'S 


PROBLEM?! LI DON’T 


UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU MEAN... 

BUT ALL OF OUR 

YOU'RE RIGHT, PARTY HAVE THE 
SOUR LEMON IS eae ar AND We MUST 
BEST. GET THROUGH 

HERE TO RESCUE 

OUR FRIENDS! 
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NOT THE MONSTERS! 
YOU MUST TURN BACK. 


THEY HAVE TO 
COME WITH US. 


IF YOU WON’T 
RESPECT MY 
DOMAIN... 


. THEN I’M 
AFRAID YOUR 
JOURNEY STOPS 


HERE! 





We’LL END THIS 
PEACEFULLY, AND THEN YOU 
NEED TO EXPLAIN WHAT’S 


WOU ALREADY ©) Exchange 
KNOW WHAT 15 
WRONG. &\ Threaten 


*X Reason 


ye 
(oa 


‘ 
Vv. 





WE CAN’T DODGE 
KRIS?! KRIS, ATTACKS WITHOUT 
YOU! 


WAKE UP!! 


THIS IS YOUR 
ONLY WARNING, 
MONSTERS... 
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LEAVE THIS 
FOREST, AND 
NEVER RETURN! 


416 





I WILL ONLY 
SAY THIS 
ONCE... 
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THIS IS 
YOUR FINAL 
WARNING! 


WE CAN’T 
LEAVE THE 
MONSTERS 

BEHIND! 


I WON’T ALLOW 
THEM TO PASS 
THIS WAY. 


WE COULD GO 
THE OTHER 
ROUTE. 


THAT WILL ONLY 
LEAD YOU TO PAIN 
YOU WILL BE UNABLE 
TO BEAR. 
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YOU HAVE NO 
CHOICE... 


THERE IS A 
LEGEND, 
WHISPERED IN 
SHADOWS... 


AS LONG AST 
AM HERE... 





GO BACK THE 
WAY YOU CAME 
ANP DON’T 
RETURN! 


AND HUMAN, IF 

YOU PURSUE IT, 

IT’LL BE YOUR 
DOWNFALL! 


OU WILL 
NOT PASS THIS 
WAY! 
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| 


AH, HEAVEN 
IS BEST. 


Y “RIS, WHERE 
ARE YOU 
GOING? 


A DIFFERENT 


~ Ris... 
Me nce a ae CHOICE. 


W WHaAtT’s your Ww 
\ peoslem?! Je 
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rm KRIS, wa eo es ley «STOP BEING © 
SERIOUSLY, ‘In Mame Saas Veen STUPIO! We ALL 
mee WHAT’ee YOU A hae meee \eeee ~WANTED TO GO 
eh DOING? A [ee Meee We «THE OTHER 


WAY! 


AND I’M THE 
LEADER. 


: YOU/RE NOT... 
m ACTING RIGHT... 





L... DIDN'T WANT 
BUT... 


TO SAY ANYTHING, 


» 
S 
zy 
ofK 
z\o 
= 
re 
Ny 
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ARE...YOU SURE 
Fam «WOUWANT TO & 
Me KEEP GOING? 


I REALLY, 
REALLY DON’T I KINDA 
LIKE THIS... THOUGHT THE 
HELL ROAD 
WOULD BE 
HOTTER... 
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KRIS, 
PLEASE...IT 
SEEMS LIKE 

THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
REALLY 
BOTHERING 
YOU... 


YOU STILL 
HAVEN’T TOLD 
ME WHAT YOU 
KNOW ABOUT KRIS, L... 
ASRIEL. KNOW, BUT... 


/ 
WHAT ARE YOU CAN'T SAW. 


HIDING FROM ME? 


BECAUSE YOU DON’T 
KNOW, OR DON’T WANT 
TO SAY? 





AND YOU THINK 
THE TRUTH WOULD 
MAKE ME DOUBT 
THAT? 


HEY/ STOP 
YELLING AT 
RALSEI! 






BECAUSE T...DON’/T 
KNOW IF IT’LL DO GOOD 
KRIS... WANT YOU TO BE 
HAPPY. TO FEEL LIKE YOU 
CAN BE A HERO. LIKE YOU 
CAN HAVE REAL 
FRIENDS! 


I WON’T SAY 
ANYTHING THAT’LL 
MAKE YOU DOUBT 
THAT. 


YOU/RE JUST 
MADE FROM HIM, 
TOO! JUST MADE 
TO HIDE THINGS 

FROM Me! 


N | 


R RRR aye 


p 
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OH NO...OH NO... 


NICE GOING. NOW 
WE’RE STUCK IN 
HERE! 





GUE55 WE ALL 
HAVE NO CHOICE 
NOW. 


I’M 40 
SORRY...L DION’T 
MEAN TO UPSET 

THEM... 


W-WHAT DO WE 
DO Now? 





BUT Lt AM 
GONNA FIND OUT 
WHAT’S GOING ON 
WITH THEM. 
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/, f YEAH IT 
YOU WANNA EXPLAIN Al oes! WE'RE 


THAT LITTLE OUTBURST STUCK IN THIS 
BACK THERE, KRIS? Oy) Pb ICE TUNNEL 


BECAUSE OF 
IT! 


IT DOESN’T 
MATTER. 


AND NOT JUST 
THAT! T... 


..L/M WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU. 


15 IT JUST 


AND 
ees na BRIGHTER. 


COLDER? 
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WHAT IS THIS 
PLACE? 


LOOKS 
PRETTY DEAD 
ND-¥. 





WAIT! MAYBE 
NoT! 


AWW No! 
THIS WAS 
THE WORST 
PART OF 
CHURCH 
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5000, THIS 
PUZZLE IS BASICALLY 
“SAY BAD STUFF 
YOU'VE DONE” TO 
BEAT IT? 


DAMN, OKAY, THEN 
I’LL GET US OUTTA 


AT LEAST L 
CAN ACTUALLY 
DO THIS 
PUZZLE... 


OKAY, BAD THINGS... 
NEVER GO TO CHURCH... 
SWEAR AT LEAST ONCE A 
DAY...OKAY, AT LEAST 


TERE Ee: NEVER DO MY 
HOMEWORL... 


AND...A-AND... 


” WHEN L WAS SIX 
YEARS OLD, I— 
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N-NO! I DON’T 
WANNA DO THIS 
ANYMORE. 


IT WAS...M- DON’T WORRY, 
MAKING ME SAY SUSIE, LT CAN DO 
IT: 


SOMETHING/— 


I’M LOUD AND 
OBNOXIOUS! AND ONE 
TIME I MADE FUN OF A 

RUDINN THAT HAD TOILET 
PAPER STUCK TO HIS TAIL! L 


MOINKER MILL, we ..ONCE I KICKED A 


RABBICK, AND...L TALK 
ABOUT TOOTHPASTE ALL 
THE TIME, BUT I HAVE 
NEVER BRUSHED MY 
TEETH! 








NOTHING’S L...L THINK THIS PUZZLE 
HAPPENING... MAY ONLY WORK ON 
LIGHTNERS... 


IT’S FINE, 
ACTUALLY. 


L...M-MAYBE L 
CAN... 


L’LL DO IT. 


WHEN I WAS 
SIX YEARS 
OLD, I WAS 
SITTING IN 

CLASS, 
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KINDERGARTEN 
I WAS 50 CLASS HAD THIS 
HUNGER Y...L PET HAMSTER. 


THOUGHT £’0 
DIE. 
LI COULDN'T 
THINK 
STRAIGHT. 



































WE WERE ALL 
SUPPOSEP_ TO 
HELP TAKE CARE 
OF IT. 





























DURING RECE55 
THAT DAY I SNUCK 
BACK INTO THE 
CLASSROOM... 


























I HAVE...A 
COMPULSION. LIKE THIS 
CONSTANT /7CH IN 
THE BACK OF MY 
JAW. 


I KEEP TRYING TO 
GET IT UNDER 
CONTROL... 


AND I JUST KNOW... 
SOMEDAY I WON'T BE 
ABLE TO HELP 
MYSELF... 





GOOD PEOPLE DON’T 
KILL OTHER PEOPLES’ 
PETS! THEY DON’T WONDER 
WHAT THEIR CLASSMATES 
TASTE LIKE! 


I SHOULDN’T HAVE 
FRIENDS! LT SHOULDN’T 
HAVE ANYONE/ 


I SHOULDN’T HAVE 
EVEN TRIED! LT NEVER 
WORKS! IT’S BETTER THAT 
EVERYONE JUST HATE ME 


AND STAY AWAY FROM A BULLY THAN SOMEONE YOU 
Me! er Nae WAS A FRIEND! 1 


50M 
GOING TO GET 
REALLY HURT/ 


AND THE WORST PART I9... 
THIS WORLD ALMOST MADE ME 
THINK OTHERWISE! LIKE I COULD... 
ESCAPE HERE! AND JUST BE 
OKAY AND HAPPY HERE! 


BUT I CAN’T EVEN DO 
THAT, BECAUSE THE FOOD 
HERE DOESN'T WORK! 


BETTER TOLOSE A 
HAND OR AFACE TO 
SOMEONE YOU KNOW I5 A 


I’M NEVER GONNA 
CHANGE, AND IT WAS 
STUPID OF ME TO 
PRETEND LI COULD! 
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PLEASE, SUSIE, 
WAIT— 


YOU 
DION’/T...MEAN 
WHAT YOU SAID 
ABOUT THE 
FRIENDS PART, 
DID YOUP 


KRIS? NOW, 
WAIT A 
MOMENT... 


BUT f...JUST I DON’T CARE 
WANT TO HELP... ABOUT ALL THAT 
STUFF WE’RE BAD 

GUY FRIENDS— 


WELL DON’T 
BOTHER. 


KRIS, 
PLEASE! 


NO MORE 
SECRETS. 

















THERE’S 
SOMETHING IN ME... 
THAT’S NOT ME. 


EVER SINCE WE 
CAME TO THIS 
WORLD, I KNOW 
IT’S DOING 
EVERYTHING FOR 
Me! 


I DON’T THINK \_ EVEN WHEN THIS 
I HAVE MY OWN SOUL ISN’T DOING 
ANYTHING AT ALL... 
WHAT ARE MY 
INTERESTS? 


THERE’S SOMETHING IN 
ME THAT’S...MOVING ME. 
CHOOSING FOR Me! 


THIS SOUL... 
CHOOSING 
WHETHER WE LIVE 
OR DIE...ISN’T Me! 
IT NEVER HAS 
BEEN! 


MY GOALS? MY 
RELATIONSHIPS? 
IT’S ALL JUST 
EMPTY! 


JUST 
ACTIONS TO GET 
REACTIONS OUT 

OF PEOPLE! 





HAVE I EVER DONE 
ANYTHING GOOD, FOR ITS 
OWN SAKE? HAVE I EVER 

MADE THE RIGHT 
DECISION? 


bes 


DID IT REALLY 
BRING US TO THIS 
CAVE? DID LT CHOOSE 


TO SIT IN THIS 
CHAIR?! I DON’T 


KNOW! 


THE ONLY THING L 
KNOW IS THAT I’M 
SICK OF IT/ 


I'VE BEEN TRYING, \x 
FOR 50 LONG, TO GET )! 
RID OF IT... ) 


..BUT IT NEVER 
WORKS! LT KEEPS 
GETTING BACK TO 

Me! 


J et —~ Key 4, } 
FY eur ar of \ > acl 
THAT...I5 NOT | V CkY 


THE REAL SIN. / 








( AFRAID THAT I’LL 
tego BEEEND ) ; DO ANYTHING TO GET 
AND I’M AFRAID L ae / RID OF THIS THING 

CAN NEVER BE | CONTROLLING MY LIFE! 
THAT! EVEN THE WORST 
THINGS IMAGINABLE! 





EVEN IF IT MEANS 
S BURNING MY HOME TO THE 
EVEN IF IT MEANS Li GROUND, 50 THERE’S NO PLACE 
_ LEFT TO PLAY! N 


GETTING RID OF EVERYTHING IT 
WANTS TO PLAY WITH! EVEN MY 
FRIENDS, MY FAMILY! 
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and i 
just couldn't 
elp rib-bin 

him about it! 


THAT I5 TOO den 
LI HAVE TO SAY...YOU YOU ARE QUITE THE 
HAVE GOT SUCH A COMEDIAN! 
PUN-NY BONE! 


a hi caught 

on sak ! most people 

it takes a week or two 
before they can 


proner pun 





heh, paps 
would probably 
argue otherwise. 


but you gotta 
have one good critic 
in your life. 
keeps you on 
your toes. 


plus, he 


never quite 
got over some 
childhood fears... 
clowns, the dark, 
humans in the 
closet, stuff 
like that. 


WELL, THAT I5 VERY 
SWEET OF YOU TO BE THERE 
FOR HIM! 


he's my bro, 
we gotta look out 
for each other. 


OH, IT DID WANT TO ASK. 15 YOUR 
BROTHER ALL RIGHT? YOU MENTIONED 
5OME EMERGENCY... 








yeah, yeah, 
he's fine. papyrus is 
a real good guy, but 
he's had some bad 

experiences. 





somethin’ 

set him off the 

other night, and i 
couldn't just leave him. 

nothin’ some good 
food and bedtime 

stories couldn't 

Fix. 


but hey, you're 
probably sick of hearing 
about me. let's talk 
about you! 





OH, I AM AFRAID 
what does MY LIFE IS TERRIBLY = IT IS HONESTLY 
_ awild girl UNINTERESTING REFRESHING TO HEAR 
like you do for THESE DAYS! YOUR STORIES. 
fun in this 
town? 


hey, you don't < HEEHEE! 
gotta keep up that must have 
demure schtick with me. some stories WELL...BACK 
i hat rebellious from when 4 
i can see t AROUND 1975, L 
streak in your eyes! you were THINK... 


younger? 


MY HUS—EX \\ 
ela bad ANP 


| / WELL, IT WAS AFTER A 
|| BIRTHDAY ARTY FORA \ 
|| FRIEND, AND We HAP BOTH 
\ HAD ALITTLE TOO MUCH 
TO DRINE/ 





WE ENDED UP 
SKINNY-DIPPING IN 
THE RIVER... 





I POPPED RIGHT OUT OF \ 
THE WATER BY HIM, AND 
SCARED HIM HALF TO 
DEATH/ 


that's 
hilarious. and...almost 


and sixty years 
adorable. ago? 


you don't 
look a day 


over forty. 


.. you're a 
boss monster, 


ANP OLD MAN GERSON 7 | 


HAPPENED TO BE 
WALKING BY AT THE 
TIME/ 


THAT I5 VERY 
FLATTERING OF 
YOU! 


wait. 
i think i 


YOU ARE CORRECT! MY 
FAMILY AND THE HOLIDAYS, 
ACTUALLY. 





no kidding! ; 
two in one _ that's so. 
town? that's interesting. i've 
never met a boss 
monster before. 


boss monsters really 
immortal? you 
got magic 
powers? 


OH NO, NOT THAT! 
JUST VERY LONG- 
LIVED! AND QUITE 
RESILIENT IN 
DANGEROUS / 
SITUATIONS. \me “STURDY!” THAT 
IS WHAT MY 
GRANDMOTHER 
ALWAYS CALLED 
IT. 





..L SUPPOSE THAT 


fascinating. 
and you've lived YES! COMING UP MUST SEEM TERRIBLY } 


eel 1 
your entire life POE er? DULL TO YOU. 


in this town? 





that you 
can tell 
me... 


exactly 
what \ and a half 


sixty-six 
happened in 


this town... peal age: 





WE-WE GOTTA GET 
DOWN THERE! WE GOTTA 
FIND ‘EM! 


BUT...ALL 
THOSE THINGS 


KRIS SAID... I KNOW I KNOW, THIS IS ALL MY 


BUT WHATEVER, We 


FAULT... 


GET DOWN THERE SHOULDNT’VE... 


FIRST! 


RALSEI, HOW 
DO WE GET 
DOWN? CAN We WHAT'RE YOU 
JUST JUMP? / ¢ SHOULD’VE JUST \TALKING ABOUT? 
BEEN TRUTHFUL! I WAS 
TRYING TO PROTECT 
THEM! BUT... 


--DID YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THAT...THAT 
SOUL THING?! 





I KNOW ENOUGH...TO 
RECOGNIZE THAT THEYRE 
NOT ALL LIGHTNER. 


THERE’S A PIECE OF 
THE DARKNESS, THE 
IMAGINATION, THE DREAM 
IN THEM. 


DID ASRIEL 
KNOW THIS, 


WHAT’S 
HAPPENING?! 


SOMETHING’S 
HURTING THE 
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I KNOW I’M NOT 
ASRIEL. JUST...THE 
PART OF HIM THAT 
WANTS KINPNESS FOR 
THEM. 


RALSEI, STOP 
BABBLING AND 
HEAL US/ 


I JUST WANTED THEM 
TO BE HAPPY! TO FEEL LIKE 
A HERO...LIKE THEIR CHOICES 
COULD MAKE THINGS 
BETTER! 


I DION’T THINK 
IT’D GET THIS 
BAD...L DIDON’T 
REALIZE THEY 


WERE HURTING 
LIKE THIS. AND I WAS 


JUST MAKING IT 
WORSE! 


AND I 
COULDN’T EVEN 
GIVE THAT 
RIGHT... 
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UUGH! I CAN/T 
BELIEVE THIS 
HAPPENED! 
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THERE’S STILL ONE 
MORE THING WE CAN 
TRY! 


LI DON’T... 
UNDERSTAND... 


YOU WANT TO 
SAVE YOUR HUMAN 
FRIEND? TAKE MY 
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WHERE’RE YOU 
GOING?! 


YOU DON’T GOTTA 
BE SORRY FOR 
ANYTHING! 


YOU WERE THE FIRST PERSON... I JUST WANTED US TO 
WHO LIKED ME FOR WHO I REALLY WAS. HANG OUT, AND...L’M SORRY I 
NEVER LOOKED AT ME FUNNY FOR THE 7 io 


WRECKED YOUR HOME AND 
GROSS OR HORRIBLE THINGS I DID MY 
EIST REAL FLIEND COULDN'T SET IT RIGHT. 


SORRY LT 
HURT YOU. 
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I! AM! A 
LEADER! 


SUSIE, YOU GOTTA 
STOP TALKING LIKE THIS 
I5 PAST STUFF! BECAUSE 
I’M NOT JUST YOUR 
FRIEND! 


AND I’M NOT 
GONNA GIVE UP ON 
YOU, OR ANYONE IN 

THE LANCER FAN 
CLUB! 
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knows about it? 





MY EX-HUSBAND THE 
MAYOR, AND HER 
HUSBAND. FATHER 

ALVIN. 


old guard 
generation. 
figured as 
much. 


THAT...THAT 
IS ALL. 


L JUST...0O NOT 
UNDERSTAND HOW YOU 
COULD KNOW’... 








come on, might've taken 
lady. you really way too long, but my 
think seer ing ike organization's been 
that's gonna be investigating this one 
secret forever? for years now. 


your little ; 
town's gonna have a hope you're 
busy next few ready for 
weeks. that. 


why not? 
L...L DO NOT sweet old teacher 
NEED TO JUSTIFY like you? 
MY ACTIONS TO 
YOU!... 


. ~~ must've had 
¥{ quite some time to 
practice justifying 
them to yourself. 





SHOULD I NEED TO 
JUSTIFY WANTING TO 
PROTECT MY HOME? 

OUR CHILDREN?! 


AND THAT 
HORRIBLE 
SCIENTIST, 
EXACE KEATING 
IT! 


taking their 

homes. their 

ossessions. 
their futures. 


that was 
kindness, 
too? 


YOU DID NOT SEE 
THE VIOLENCE, THE 
DESTRUCTION, AS IT 
HAPPENED! 


WHAT WE DID WAS 
A KINPNES9/ 


and all that 
follow-up. 


Wé DID NOT HAVE 
ANOTHER CHOICE! 


sure you didn't, 
lady. i guess lying 
about it all for decades 
was kindness, too. 





i guess lying seems 
like the only option when the 
truth means your neighbors 
knowing just what they've 
built their lives on top of. 


about that 
human kid of 
yours? kris? 


WE FOUND THEM 
KRIS HAS DECADES LATER, ONLY A 
Ping iapny ees TODDLER AND ABANDONED IN 
THe! THE WOODS, WE— 


was it guilt? 
that's not what trying to make 
i mean, lady. i mean, up for old 
why'd you take wrongs? 
them in? 





or maybe... 
still a bit 
of spite? 


HOW DARE “OU 
SUGGEST SUCH A 
HORRIBLE THING! L 
LOVE KRIS! 


sorry, lady, 
i just was-- 


“oh, this one, 
i'll be able to 
raise right. i'll 
teach proper 
morals.‘ 


YOU HAVE 
NO 


UNDERSTANDING 
WHAT THEY MEAN 
TO Mé! WHAT I 
HAVE HAD TO 
ENDURE TO TRY 
AND RAISE 
THEM! 





we'll finish 


this little chat 


some other 
day. 





-{ ID0 NOT WANT TO 
SEE YOU AGAIN. 





no promises, 
old lady. 














YOU SHOULDN’T 
HAVE DONE THAT... 


KRIS...P- 
PLEASE... 
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DON’T THINK TH/S IS THE PLEASE...T-THIS 


SORT OF PLACE FOR YOU. ISN’T LIKE YOU!... 


HOW DO YOU KNOW 
WHAT IS AND ISN’T 


I DON’T EVEN 
KNOW Me! 


BUT /7’9 


STILL...THERE! 


P-PLEASE... 
STOP MOVING 
LIKE THAT! 
YOU/RE S- 
SCARING Me! 
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W-WH 


AT’RE 
YOU DOING?! 





YOU'RE H- 
HURTING US 
BOTH! 


AT LEAST LT 
GET A SAY! 


5-5TOP! 
PLEASE! I WANT 
TO HELP’... 





AT LEAST 
IT’S ME 
DOING IT! 


THIS ISN’T 
STUPID 
HOMEWOEKK! 
PEOPLE DON’T 
WANT TO HELP! 


B | 


THEY WANT TO BE NICE 
50 THEY CAN PRETEND 
THEY DON’T SEE THE 
PROBLEM/ 


T-THAT’S NOT 
TRUE! 


IF IT WASN’T...THEN 
WHY WOULD YOU INSIST 
THIS ISN’T REALLY MEP 


WHAT THE HELL’S 
HAPPENING WITH 
Your! 


L TOLD YOU 
ABOUT THIS... 
THING! 


NO ONE EVER 
GETS IT! NO ONE 
UNDERSTANDS 
HOW I FeeL! 





L-IT’S LIKE...YOU’RE 
MADE TO PLAY OUT A GAME, 
RIGHT? I’M A DARKNER! L 


IT’5...IT’S NOT BAD! 
RALSEI SAID IT WAS 
FULFILLING... 


WELL, I DON’T 
KNOW WHAT GAME I’M 
PLAYING! NOBODY ASKED 
ME IF IT WANTED TO DO 
THIS! 


THIS...THIS 
DOESN’T FEEL 
FULFILLING! 


AND I’M 
TIRED OF 
HAVING NO 
CHOICE! 


KRIS—STOP/ I’M 
NOT GONNA LET YOU 
KILL US ALL! 
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...QUES5S WE 
WOULP JUST 
START ALL OVER 
lF L DID THAT, 
HUH? 


MAYBE...IT’/LL WORK THIS TIME IF I 
DO NOTHING. MAYBE IT STOPS IF WE JUST 
STAY DOWN HERE IN HELL UNTIL WE STARVE 
TO DEATH. 


YOU...YOU GOTTA STOP 
TALKING LIKE THIS! 





START OVER AND OVER AND 
OVER AGAIN, NONE OF IT 
MATTERING. 


HOW WOULD TI FEEL 
ABOUT LOSING MY FACE, 


WE’RE YOUR 
FRIENDS! 
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LI! DON’T/ 
BELIEVE YOU! 


HOW CAN YOU BE WHEN Z’/M JUST A 
FRIENDS ely SOMEONE MEANS TO SOMEONE 
LIKE ME? HOW CAN ELSE’S END! 

ANYONE?! 


WHEN ZI JUST EXIST TO 
SAVE OTHER PEOPLE! 
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I AM GOING TO 





SAVE YOU! 
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WOU CAN’T SAVE 
SOMETHING LiKe »? 
¢ * Damage reduced? 





—— 


BUT I’M GOING TO 
TRY ANYWAY. 


YOU CAN’T 
DISSUADE ME. 

















YOU MAY 
NOT S&B WHO 
HOW CAN YOU ARE...BUT 
YOU HELP ME IF LT 566 IT! 
YOU DON’T KNOW 
M 






... AND WONDERFUL 
THINGS! 





I CAN’T SEE I PLAY PRETEND AT 
THEM! I DON’T BEING A HERO, BUT L 


KNOW THEM! NEVER FEEL LIKE ONE! 
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* Dodging speed j 
increased? 












YOU DON’T NEED TO 
PRETEND! YOU NEVER 
NEEDED To! 











I KNOW —Wé KNOW— 
THAT YOURE NOT JUST 
SOMEONE EL5E’S 
VESSEL! 








THERE IS MORE TO 
5 “OU THAN A MEANS TO 
EAN 















THERE ARE 
MOMENTS -CHOICES- 
THAT ARE STILL ONLY 






A PERSON 
BEYOND THE END 
OF A GAME! 









WHO CARES 
ABOUT SOME STUPID 
INVISIBLE THING 
CONTROLLING YOU? 
SCREW IT, WE'LL GET 
RID OF IT! 


IC LIMCA alls 
Wé WILL SAVE! 





NOT THE HERO OF 
ACI AN Vela 
PROPHESEID SAVIOR! 


WE’RE FRIENDS 
WITH YOU, NOT 
THAT! 


I KNOW YOU HAVE YOUR 
OWN LIFE, KRIS! AND IF IT’S 
LOST SOMEHOW...WE’LL 


FIND IT FOR YOU! 
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sy, : JUST LEAVE 
; ME ALONE! 








Your friends protected 
against hurt. 





I’LL BURN 
THIS WHOLE PLACE 
DOWN! 





* Your friends are 
hanging on. 





L’LL STOP 
PRETENDING 
FOREVER/ 





* Your friends have 
something to tell you... 





~ 
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ANB I a Ss ANP _THE 
LIGHT I5 SHADOWS 
RUNNING pins T TO 

LOW... fi ROW... 


ANP THE PLACES 
THAT, YOU KNOW, 
AANA 4A 
FANTASY... 


THERES A 
LIGHT INSIDE 
Your SOUL 





THAT’S STILL 
SHINING IN THE 
COW... 


WITH THE TRUTH, THE 
PROMISE _IN OUR 
HEARTS... 


DON’T FORGET... 


-L’M WITH YOU IN 
THE DARK. 











H-HE...HE WAS THE 
ONLY ONE THAT CAME 


CLOSEST TO 
UNDERSTANDING. 


THE ONLY ONE WHO 
REALLY LISTENED MADE 
ME FEEL NORMAL. 


LI KEPT HOLDING 
ON...FOR HIM! 


436 













I KNOW HOW MUCH HE 
CARES ABOUT YOU. L’VE 
HEARD IT WHISPERED IN 
EVERY PROPHECY. 










AND THEN HE JUST JUST KEEP 
LEFT! HE LEFT ME COMING BACK TO THIS 
ALONE, AND I DON’T PLACE, JUST FINDING 
PIECES OF HIM OVER 

AND OVER... 





IS DESTROYING 
EVERYTHING REALLY 
WHAT YOU WANT? 






HE LEFT ME, AND 
; I’M ALONE IN THE 
LI JUST...DON’/T DARK, AND I’M 
WANT TO BE THIS WAY SCARED! 
ANYMORE! 


4o7 


CAN’T YOU 
TELL? WE’RE 
ALL RIGHT 
HERE, TOO! 


MAYBE HE’S 
NOT HERE RIGHT 
NOW...BUT WE 
Are! 


I’M SCARED, 
TOO...BUT THAT 
JUST MEANS 
YOU/RE NOT 
ALONE! 














EVEN IN THE 
DARKEST 
PLACES... 






.-4OU WERE 
NEVER ALONE. 
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50, ARE YOU, UH... 
SUPPOSED TO BE A 
GIANT ASRIEL, 
ORRR... 
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O-OH MY GOODNESS! BUT NEEDED, 
THAT WAS...INTENSE! APPARENTLY. 


SERIOUSLY, WHAT 
WAS THAT?! DID YOU 
KNOW YOU COULD DO 


rie THAT...CARTOON 


ROBOT TIGER 
WHATEVER? 


AND WHO THE 
UHH...N-NOT UNTIL IT HELL’RE YOU, 


HAPPENED, NO. 
I HAD AN 
IDEA OF IT. 
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DARK PRINCE LAIR5SE, 
STEWARD OF THE CHORAL 
WOODS AND THE DARK 
FOUNTAIN THAT FORMS IT. 


HOLD ON, PLEASE, WE 
CAN’T ARGUE! WE JUST 
GOT KRIS BACK FROM THE 
EDGE, AND THEY STILL 
NEED OUR HELP! 


AND YOU SHOULD 
NEVER HAVE COME 
HERE! 


THIS IS ALL 
THE LIGHTNER 
MONSTERS’ 
FAULT! 


CAN’T WE TALK ON THE 

WAY? 15 THERE A WAY 

OUT OF THIS HORRIBLE 
PLACE? 
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THE HEAVEN ROAD 
SENDS YOU TO BE 
JUDGED. BUT THIS ROAD 


WHICH MEANS, IT’S 
ROR ee NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE 


TO CLIMB OUT WITHOUT 
OUTSIDE HELP 


.- AND THAT 
PUZZLE IS 
SPECIFICALLY MADE 
TO TRAP THOSE INTO 
THE WORST OF 
THEMSELVES. 


YOU MEAN...WE’/RE 
REALLY STUCK DOWN 
HERE? 


UNLESS ONE OF YOUR 
DARKNER FRIENDS STAYING AT MY 
CABIN THINKS TO WANDER IN THIS 
DIRECTION WITH A VERY LONG 
ROPE... 
WAIT...THE 
DARKNERS ARE 

AT YOUR 
CABIN? 


YES, AS I SAID, LI TRY TO KEEP 
I’M THE STEWARD TRACK OF EVERYONE 
OF THIS FOUNTAIN WHO ENTERS THE 
AND THIS LAND. ‘ CHORAL WOODS. 
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CAN Wé SHOUT MY CABIN IS NOT FAR 
TO ‘EM FROM FROM THE END OF THE 
HERE? MAYBE CAVERN, BUT NOT CLOSE 
THEY'LL HEAR ENOUGH TO HEAR THE CRIES 
| OF THE DAMNED, THANK 
WOU. 


OH! WELL, THEN 
I CAN STILL FIX 
THAT! 


I’VE GOT A 


LOTTA DIGGING 
PRACTICE. I CAN 
DIG A WHOLE 
TUNNEL OUTTA 
HERE! 


SEE? I MADE 
THE BEST HOLE 
THERE 9... 
LANCER- 
SHAPED! 
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THAT'S A GREAT 
STARTER HOLE, BUT I YOOOOU GOT IT: 
THINK WE NEED A BIGGER 
ONE TO FIT ALL OF US. 


YOU TWO CANNOT 
COME WITH US! YOU DO 
NOT DESERVE THIS 
SANCTUARY! 


YOU SAVE OUR NECKS AND 
THEN WANNA LEAVE US HERE? 
WHAT IS YOUR PROBLEM?! 


YOU MONSTERS 
KNOW WHAT YOU 
DID. 


THEY HAVE TO | 
COME WITH US. 


We 


apy 





LI CAN’T GO BACK 
WITHOUT THEM. EVEN IF IT 
DION’T MEAN OTHERS 
COMING TO LOOK FOR 


..L NEED THEM. 
THEYRE MY 
FRIENDS. 


FINE. IT SUPPOSE IN 
THIS SITUATION, IT BUT I EXPECT YOU 
CAN’T BE HELPED. TO BEGIN WORK ON 
REPENTING THE MOMENT 
YOU RETURN TO YOUR 
woR-p! 
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SURE, WHATEVER, 
SOUR LEMON. HEY GUYS, COME 
POINT ME IN THE 
DIRECTION I SHOULD 
KEEP DIGGIN’! 


KRIS...00 YOU 
WANT TO LEAD 
THE WAY? 


NO. I’M...50 
TIRED. 


I DON’T WANT TO 
PLAY ANYMORE. 
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YOU DON’T NEED TO 
ALL THE TIME. 


Xl 
\y N 
i C/ 
~~ 


» “. 


WE CAN LEAD 
FOR AWHILE. 
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HEY...SORRY YOU GOT 
CAUGHT UP IN ALL THIS. DIDN’T 
THINK OUR ADVENTURES WOULD 

END UP...IN THAT WAY. 


WHAT? YOU DON’T 
THINK WHAT WE SAID AND 
SUSIE...~OU DON’T DID BACK UP THERE WAS 
H-HAVE TO FEEL SERIOUSLY SCREWED 
SORRY... UP? 
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MOSTLY...1’M JUST SAD 
THAT YOU AND KRIS WERE 
BOTH HURTING THIS MUCH, 

FOR THIS LONG... 


AND DIDON’T THINK YOU 
COULD TELL ANYONE 
ABOUT IT. 


DION’T WANT TO. MY 
BAD CHOICES ARE MINE 
TO DEAL WITH. 


KRIS5’5 BAD CHOICES 
ARE...COMPLICATED AND 
WEIRD I GUESS. 


I DON’T THINK .-L SHOULDN’T 
IT’S...QUITE LIKE HAVE HESITATED 


TRAE LIKE THAT. + SHOULD'VE TAKEN 


THE CHAIR TO PROTECT 
KRIS...0R YOU. 
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HEY, L DID IT OH COME ON, WOULD YOU 
‘CAUSE I KNEW LT STILL FEEL HAVE EVEN CRACKED THAT 
IT’D BE BAD GUILTY THAT YOU WALL? WHAT’S YOUR WORST 
HAD TO ENDURE SIN? GETTING A B-MINUS? 
THAT, AND I 


STUPID TO REE 
KEEP HIDING IT, 
ANYWAL. 


I KNOW SHE LOVES ME, 
BUT I FEEL LIKE I HAVE TO 
BE PERFECT FOR HER IN 
EVERYTHING...SCHOOL, 
CHURCH, SPORTS, MY 
FRIENDS, MYSELE 


LIKE IF L MESS UP BAD 
IN ANYTHING, SHE...NOT 
I’M SCARED OF THAT SHE WOULD, BUT LIKE 
EVERYTHING, BUT...I’/M : IF SHE WANTED TO SHE 
MOST SCARED OF MY a COULD. HURT ME. 
OM. = 


AND I’M SCARED 
ALL THE TIME, AND 
IT’S MAKING ME... 
RESENT HER. 


DAD’S THE ONE WHO AND L WI6H 
LISTENS, WHO SUE WAS IN 
UNDERSTANDS ME. THE HOSPITAL 


INSTEAD OF 
HIM. 





348 


SUSIE'S IS 


IF YOU WON’T TELL 
GOSH, EVEN THAT FELT 
SCARY TO SAY...P-PROMISE ey dnlediy 


FREAKISH EATING 
e 
YOU WON’T TELL ANYONE: PROBLEM, SURE. 


\ Wa 


imi 


>\ 





« 


SO! 
xe 





=> 





{4 
I 
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DO YOU THINK, I THINK S50UR 
MAYBE...LAIRSE IS LEMON’S GOT HIS 
RIGHT ABOUT US? OWN I55UE5 TO 


WORK OUT. 











ta 


CUS —- 


LOT THAT’S 
COMING 
TOGETHER 
NOW. 


THERE’S ONE LI DION’T KNOW 
THING I STILL DON’T FOR SURE. BUT I 


MEER a? ce sve rar mua 


DO THAT? THERE WERE MORE BASED ON THE 
PRINCES LIKE US? WORDS OF A 


STRANGER... 





or Fed 


BROUGHT 
TOGETHER... 


WHAT A 
POWER 


THAT WOULD WHAT...ARE 
Be. YOU? 





oAS 


SPEAK PLAINLY! 
THERE ARE MORE 
OF Me?! 


LITTLE 


PRINCE... TO FREEDOM. 


A TRAIL... 


MERELY A 
PA 


7 
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THE HUMAN, KRIS... 
YOU AND I CAN BOTH 
SEE. THEY ARE BOTH 

DARKNER AND 
LIGHTNER AT ONCE. 


THAT’S NOT 
NATURAL, WHICH 
MEANS IT WAS NOT 
BY ACCIDENT. 


YOU THINK... THE 
KNIGHT IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
KRIS’S CONDITION? 


THAT KNIGHT... 
HE’S BEEN HOUNDING 
US ACROSS ALL THE 
LANDS We ve BEEN 

TO! 


HE CAUSED THE 
TROUBLES WITH THE 
SPADE KING TO BEGIN 
WITH! BUT HE NEVER 

CONFRONTS US 

DIRECTLY... 


THEIR SOUL, 
THE FOUNTAINS IT 
RESONATES WITH, 

AND US...ALL 

CONNECTED 


THE DARK WORLD IS ONE OF 
DREAMS AND IMAGINATION. OF 
GAMES AND FUN MADE REAL. 





BUT IN HIS VOICE...WAS WHEN TI FIRST MET KRIS AND 
THE MOST CRUEL SUSIE...I WAS 50 HAPPY. L 
IMAGINATION L’VE EVER REALLY THOUGHT I COULD HELP 
HEARD. THEM, AND OUR WORLD, WITH 

KINDNESS AND FRIENDSHIP 


I THINK IT’S 


POSSIBLE. L STILL THINK 


THAT. 


EVEN WITH THAT... 
BUT...L THERE’S STILL TOO 
REALIZE NOW MANY QUESTIONS. 
THAT IT’S NOT THERE’S STILL 
ENOUGH. We NEED SOMETHING IMPORTANT 
A WHOLE LOT... MISSING. 
PATIENCE, 
PERSEVERANCE, 
BRAVERY, 
INTEGRITY... 


EVEN 
JUSTICE. 


HEY GUYS, 
GET READY, 
Weé’RE ABOUT 
OuT! 
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Y FINALLY Rescue! 
WE/VE BEEN STUCK IN 


MAMA SHiga, SWmm\THIS SNOW LAND FoR TREE wat TooK wa 
WHAT AWAIT IT’S gud 
BEEN! | 


TRAINING DAY OR 
SOMETHING? 





50 LONG?! SKIP 


As 


HEY UHH...LOOKS LIKE 
YOU GUYS HAD A ROUGH 
TIME GETTING HERE. 


50, THANKS FOR 
COMING ALL THE WAY 
OUT FOR EVEN A 
LITTLE BALL LIKE 
Me. 


THE LIGHTNERS 
WOULDN’T LEAVE 
ANYONE BEHIND! 


" LAIRSE... THANK YOU 
FOR SAVING US BACK 


a THERE. WE WOULDN’T HAVE 


GOTTEN OUT WITHOUT 
YOU. 





"WELL, L DIDN’T 
HAVE MANY OTHER 
OPTIONS. 


I MEAN BEFORE 


THAT. YOU MUST’VE SEEN \ 


US GO DOWN THE HELL 
PATH... 


LI GUESS THAT 
MEANS...THERE’S STILL 
SOME PART OF YOU THAT 
: CARES ABOUT KRIS, 
TOO? 


YOU DION’T HAVE TO 
FOLLOW US. OR REACH OUT 


LIKE YOU DID 


ENOUGH THAT 

YOU/LL EVEN ALLOW 
MONSTERS A CHANCE | 
» AT REDEMPTION? 


LI JUST...WANT 
JUSTICE FOR THEM, IS 
ALL. HOWEVER THAT 
MAY LOOK. 
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LAST OF THESE Va 
FOUNTAINS. | 


MOY GOTTA SAY...I/LL BE 
W GLAD TO GET BACK TO 
h THE REAL WORLD FoR 
ONCE. 


SAFE TRAVELS, 
LIGHTNER. 
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YEON AGO, TWO 
RACES IAVEBONOVER 
| AAI: HUMANS AND 
MONSTERS. 


ONE DAY, AMAT 
BROKE OUT BETWEEN 
THE TWO RACES. 


sa ie I Vv WHAT IS THE 
PeAep ,, LEGEND THAT 
2? WOU’VE KNOWN ALL 


THAT t 
NEVER... s YOUR LIFE! 


AFTER A LONG@AGHIE 
THE MOWIOABES WERE 
VICTORIOUS. 


THEY SEALED THE 
MBUMAAEBINDERGROUND 
WITH ay CEMABLE 
LOCK... 


I’M 50RRY, L 
DON’T 
UNDERSTAND— 





TRULY... 
EXCELLENT... 


KNIGHT IN THE YOU'D BEST MAKE SURE 
SHADOWS...IF LT FIND IT /9 YOU NEVER CROSS MY PATH 
YOU RESPONSIBLE FOR 
KRIS’5 PAINS... 





A oe we 














OH MY GOODNESS...I-I 
CAN’T BELIEVE WE’RE 
BACK HOME! 


wa 
><a 
Ww 
Ta 
Ww 
WO 
ta 
> 
=u 
Yu 
= 





THIS I5 WHAT’S IN THE 
CHURCH ATTIC? 


ACTUALLY...£ THINK 
We’RE IN THE 
BASEMENT. 


KRIS...A-ARE 
YOU OKAY? 


WE TRAVELED 
TWO WHOLE FLOORS 
AWAY?! 


WHAT’/RE YOU 
DOING? 





ALL OF THE PRINCES WE 
MET...WERE DIARIES ASRIEL 
WROTE ON THE BACK OF 
THESE PUZZLES. 
THINGS WITH...SECRETS. 
THINGS ABOUT ME. 


ARE YOU DIDN’T KNOW HOW TO 
SERIOUS? WHY DIDN’T YOU SAY IT. abate KNOW IF L 
SHOULD 


TELL US? 


WAIT, 0... THAT 
PUZZLE THERE... 
THAT’S LAIRSE?P 





SHOULD WE, 
UM...AS5K AN 
ADULT ABOUT 
THIS? 


NO...£ DON’T THINK 
We SHOULD 


eZ) > 
DME OBour 
THe By, 
VEeR 


AING RH, 


, 
bois oo eas, /ty 
; 
ve ‘ They % TAIs, how 
Ne " Coup 





Chapter seven 
Asriel 











AH, THERE YOU 
ARE. 50 GOOD TO 


L TRUST 
CLEANING WENT 
We 








FATHER ALVIN...I-L’M 
50 SORRY, AFTER WE 
PROMISED... 


BUT W-WE DION’T 
ACTUALLY GET THE 
CHANCE TO...REALLY DO 
ANY CLEANING... 














NO CLEANING, 
YOU SAY? 


YOU...~OU 
DION’T? 


EHH, DON’T YOU KIDS WORRY 
ABOUT IT. DION’T EXPECT 
CLEANING TO HAPPEN, 
ANYWAY. 


| | 
‘COURSE NOT. COUPLE OF TEENS, 
COMPLETELY UNPROMPTED, NO SCHOOL OR 


PARENTS ASKING FOR IT, JUST OFFERING TO 


CLEAN A CHURCH SPACE? 


*HEHHEH* I’M 
TOO OLD TO BE 
THAT NAIVE. 











THEN WHY/D 
YOU EVEN LET 
US GO UP 




















WELL...LET ME 
ASK. DID YOU 
HAVE FUN? 











IF YOU'RE WORRIED, I 
~{ WON’T TELL YOUR FOLKS. 
NO NEED TO DISAPPOINT ME 
OR ANYONE ELSE FOR NO /} 
GOOD REASON. f 





THEN THAT’S ALL I 
NEED. HAVING FUN 
MAKES YOU CARE. 


50, HAVING FUN AT 
CHURCH...WELL, THAT’S A 
GOOD STEP TOWARDS 
CARING ABOUT IT. 


AND I KNOW HOW 
BASY IT IS FOR KIDS 
YOUR AGE... 
TO GET LOST IN 
YOUR OWN LITTLE 
WORLD. 








UMM...T-THANK 
YOU, FATHER 


NOW, YOU KIDS BEST 
GET ALONG, IT’S 
NEARLY DARK. 


ANGEL’S 
BLESSINGS TO 
YOU. 





RAIN’S ABOUT LET UF 
50 YOU SHOULD BE FINE 
GETTING HOME. 





50...TOMORROW. WE 
BRING EVERYONE BACK TO 
THE EMPTY CLASSROOM. 
AFTER CLASS. 





KRIS...ARE YOU 
OKAY? HOW DO YOU 
FEEL RIGHT NOW? 








WE MIGHT’VE FOUND 
EVERYONE IN THE DARK 
WORLD, BUT WE STILL GOT AN 
IMPORTANT QUEST! 


5-5USIE’S RIGHT! 
WE/RE GONNA FIX YOUR SOUL. WE’RE YOUR FRIENDS, 
OKAY? WE’RE GONNA GET RID OF AND WE’RE NOT GIVING 
WHATEVER’S CONTROLLING IT. GET YOU UP ON YOU, KRIS! 
YOUR OWN LIFE! 





AZZY’5 HOME TOMORROW, 
RIGHT? WE'LL ASK FOR HIS HELP! 
HE’S GOT TO KNOW, BETTER THAN 
ANYONE! WE CAN ASK HIM ABOUT 


WHAT HIS DIARY MEANT, TOO! 
I DUNNO HOW, BUT... 


WE’LL FIGURE IT OUT, 
SAME WAY WE DID THIS 
WHOLE THING! 














YOU'D... EVEN...WHAT IF...FIXING 
REALLY TRY TO THIS SOUL MEANT WE 


DO THAT? COULDN’T GO TO THE DARK 
WORLD ANYMORE? 


WOULD YOU... 
STILL DO IT? 





YEAH, 
EVEN...EVEN 
THAT. 


...OF COURSE, 

















POOR AZZY...WE’RE GOING 
TO HAVE 50 MANY WEIRD 
QUESTIONS AND STORIES FOR 
HIM WHEN HE GETS BACK 

















“WELCOME BACK, 
ASRIEL! HEY, CAN YOU 
HELP US FIX YOUR 
ADOPTED SIBLING’S 
SOUL? IT’S BEEN 
HIJACKED BY SOME 
INVISIBLE DOOM 
ENTITY!” 





FEEL LIKE WE 
NEED A BETTER 
NAME THAN 
‘INVISIBLE DOOM 
ENTITY.” 


“WE WOULD ASK 
THESE OTHER- 
DIMENSIONAL WIZARD 
CLONES OF YOURSELF 
YOU MADE BY LEAVING 
CRYPTIC NOTES AROUND, 
BUT THEY ONLY SPEAK IN 
FANTASY GAME 
LEGENDS! HOPE 
UNIVERSITY’S 
aoop!” 


I5 
THAT WHO 
“7” WAS THIS 
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| THANK GOODNESS! T... 
KRIS! SUSIE! Y- WE-WE WERE Hae 


YOU ACTUALLY M- ! 
MADE IT! REALLY WORRIED! 


NX 


























L-IT’S GOOD YOU MADE IT 
TODAY! SINCE, UM...4OUR 
PROJECTS ARE DUE TODAY... 


I-I HOPE EVERYONE 
REMEMBERBD... 





SORRY. WE... 
I/VE HAD STUFF 
COME UP 


OH! W-WELL, ABOUT 
{ THAT...I-L DON’T THINK 
I CAN GIVE YOU FULL 
CREDIT... 


AND I ASSUMBD...YOU 
BROUGHT PACKS AND 
EVERYTHING... 











CAN WE DO A 
MAKE-UP 
ASSIGNMENT 7? 


BUT Y-YES, OF 
COURSE! W-WE CAN TALK 
ABOUT A MAKE-UP 
ASSIGNMENT LATER, 
OKAY? 



































WELL, SOME OF US GOT 
THE PROJECT DONE EARLY 
INSTEAD OF WASTING TIME 

DOING WHATEVER. 





SOMETIMES... 
PEOPLE'VE GOT 
OTHER, REALLY 

HARD THINGS , 
_\HAPPENING IN THEIR] 
LIFE...THAT We 

CAN’T SEE. 


IT’S NOT THAT 
THEYRE LAZY! JUST... 
THOSE HARD THINGS, 
THEY HAVE TO WORRY 
ABOUT FIRST. 














T-THAT’S TRUE! IT’S 
EVEN A THEME IN THE 





WELL DONE, NOELLE. 
W-WHY DON’T YOU AND 
BERDLY DO YOUR 
PRESENTATION FIRST. 










































































WELCOME 
HOME, BUDDY. 











I WAS JUST 
COMING TO GET 
YOU, YOU WERE 

NOT IN YOUR 
CLASSROOM... 


YOU WENT AROUND 
AND BROUGHT ALL OF 
. THAT BACK? WHY?! 




















15 THIS...ALL OF 
THE OLD THINGS I 
CLEANED OUT LAST 
WEEK? 


KRIS, WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN? 


JUST THAT... 


THIS WAS KRIS’S 


DEA! 


AS A...MENTAL 
HEALTH BREAK 
ROOM! 





A MENTAL P< 
HEALTH BREAK Y-YE AH, YOU 


KNOW HOW 
STRESSFUL HIGH 
SCHOOL GETS... 
WORRYING ABOUT 
GRADES, AND 
PROJECTS, AND 
APPLYING FOR Le 50 KRIS 


UNIVERSITY. THOUGHT, UM... 
THIS ROOM COULD 
BE FOR DE- 
STRESSING, WITH 
GAMES, AND... 


THEY TOLD ME 
ABOUT IT, AND | 
UHHH L REALLY | SB ELE aise 
P| NEED MENTAL 
HEALTH... 





STUDENTS COULD, UM... 


AND I THOUGHT SIGN UP TO USE THE ROOM, IF THEY 
IT WAS A GOOD WANTED? LIKE A SCHEDULE, 50 
IDEA, 50 I HELPED, TEACHERS KNOW THEYRE NOT 
SKIPPING SCHOOL. 


IF...THAT’S 





























L...WE5S, KRIS, OF COURSE A 
BREAK IF YOU ARE STRESSED 
IS PERFECTLY FINE! 








Sf I...I DON’T THINK 
THEY MEANT IT TO 
BE SECRET, MS. 
TORIEL. 


UNDERSTAND... 
DON’T YOU, MS. 
TORIEL? 


BUT IDO NOT UNDERSTAND... 
WHY DID YOU NOT TELL ME 
ABOUT THIS? WHY WERE YOU 
KEEPING THIS SECRET? 

















JUST SOMETIMES, UM... 
IT’S VERY HARD TO TELL 
PEOPLE, UH...IMPORTANT THINGS 
ABOUT THEMSELVES, IF YOURE 
WORRIED aa a THEY/D 
THINK. 


ESPECIALLY WHEN 
IT’S PEOPLE YOU 
REALLY CARE ABOUT. 





OF COURSE I 
UNDERSTAND, KRIS... ONLY 
WISH YOU HAD FELT SAFE 
ENOUGH TO TELL ME 
EARLIER! 








50...IT’S OKAY? 











AS LONG AS THERE 
IS AN ESTABLISHED 
SCHEDULE AND SET OF 
RULES, YES, I BELIEVE 
THIS oe OF SPACE IS 
INE. 


WELL, KRIS, NO 
MORE THAN AN 
HOUR FOR YOU. 


THANK YOU, M9. 
TORIEL. 


HEY, NOT TO RUSH 
OR ANYTHING...BUT IS IT 
OKAY IF WE USE IT 
Now? 


THE BUS WITH 
ASRIEL SHOULD BE IN 
BY 6:00, AND I WANT 

YOU HOME BEFORE 

THEN. OKAY? 
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YEAH! BUT...NHERE 


I5 EVERYONE? 





CONGRATS MAMA MIBA, 
PARD’/NERS, YOU'VE IT’S GOOD TO BE 
DONE FINE WoRK! Ci 


WHAT A RELIEF! 
aieeeeneis NOW I CAN GET A 
NEVER BEEN IN eA hae BACK TO 
LES MADE! 
BETTER SHAPE: EATIN’ LEAVES 
OFF THAT 


SUSIE, SUSIE LOOK! THE 
CASTLE’S LOOKIN’ BETTER 
THAN FRESH PEACH PIE! 


REALLY 15! 


bs ewan 
“anSiglssnpii' 


LI KNOW YOU'VE 
BEEN THOUGH 50 
MUCH, BUT...4OU/VE 
DONE 50 MUCH FOR 
US, TOO! 
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AFTER THE GREAT BUT IT SEEMS YOU An 
CALAMITY, WE HAD OUR PL CAME THEO val IN IMPROVEMENT 
DOUBTS ABOUT LANCER Thee OVER 
PUTTING HIS TRUST IN CATASTROPHE, 
LIGHTNERS... TO BE SURE. 


YOU KNOW...4OU MIGHT 
START SEEING OTHER 
LIGHTNERS AROUND HERE, 
TOO. 


, THI5 NERD NEGOTIATED 
YEAH! ALL SMART-LIKE SO THAT 
OTHER PEOPLE CAN COME TO 
YOUR SPACE IN OUR WORLD! 50... 
NEW LIGHTNERS! 





YOU’RE NOT 
ABANDONED. NOT 


FORGOTTEN. 








Kc a aye 
yl “2s : 





Tyg Mao, 


Yeeaa! 


one ZED 


Ape You 
SERIOUS 7 





ThHeRe | WAS, 
TRAPPEST ON 
TOPPETH A 






50, LANCER...WOU 
FEELING BETTER WOU BET! WITH YOU GUYS 


ABOUT BEING KING AS FRIENDS, I KNOW I CAN 
HANDLE ANYTHING! 





EVEN HIM! HE WAS 
. .EVEN YOUR STILL BEING ALL MR. RAGE 
DAD? CAKE, 50 WE LOCKED HIM IN 
THE SUPER-DUPER SECRET AND WE RE-BROKE 
DUNGEON AT THE BOTTOM THE KEY, 50 HE’S GOT 
OF THE CASTLE. NO CHANCE OF 
ESCAPING! 





“SECRET” WHERE THAT 
DUNGEON? AWFUL JESTER 
WAS. 







sa B ¥ 
Me 





MIGHT AS WELL USE 
THAT SPACE FOR sig 
SOMETHIN’. 


IT’S IN MY 
INVENTORY. LT JUST 


NEVER EQUIPPED— 


B= EQUIPPED ===t 


Wood Blade 
oy) Amber Card 
@ Dice Brace 
we ARMORS 
oy) Amber Card 
@ Plush Helmet 
@ Part Trophy 











a) 
SOx 


revi 


IT’S LOST. IT 
WHAT DO ae MUST’VE...FALLEN OUT 
MEAN: OF MY INVENTORY AT 
50ME POINT? 


o45 





UHH...C-CAN’T 5A 


Dice 
REALLY LIKE THOSE LOOKS 
YOU'RE GIVING. 





2 
a 


HAVE YOU 
Me? 


~ 9 
w 

3: 
OB 
ne) 
7:0 
3 
1e) 
> 


MY KNIGHT! 





BUT... WHYA/ 


OH NO, DEAR YOU SAID IF L 


KING. HELPED... 


YOU MUST 
REMAIN HERE. 


YOU SAID SO 
YOURSELF 


WOU ARE 
THE BAD 
GUY, 


AND WHAT 
HAPPENS TO THE 
BAD GUY, 
an AT THE END 
OF THE 
STORY? 


HE IS 


BEATEN IMPRISONER 


NO LONGER A 
THREAT. 


A KAPPY 
ENDING. 


EXACTLY AS I 
PROMISE. 


PR SAD 


DARKNESS IS 
SPREADING. 


EVEN NOW 


YOU...~OU 
BETRAYED ME, 
ALL ALONG... 


A NEW WORL?P 
APPROACHES. 


ONE RULE? BY 
DARKNESS. 


QVERTAKING 
THE LIGHT. 





o4é 


BUT...4OU 
PROMISED... 


NLY THAT THE 
LIGHTNERS 


WOULD 6¢ 
i Never - 
PROMISED YOU, PUNISHED 


SPECIFICALLY, 


WERE THOSE... REALLY 
eo egg MY WISHES? 
$0 GLUM. 


YOUR WISHES OR JUST WHAT YOU 
WILL S400N WANTEP ME TO WANT, 
ALL ALONG? 


6é FULFILLER 


AND WHAT 
oereven mae (1S WHAT 
DOES IT MAKE, YOU WANT THE ONE 
WHAT YOU 
TOA WANT, 
DARKNER Like HOLDING THE 
YOu? CARDS WANTS. 
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MY KNIGHT...WHO... 
WHAT ARE YOU? 
REALLY? 


Y...4OU..! 
YOU'RE A 
LIGHTNER! 





oom 


MERELY 
BESUMPTIONS, 


DISPROVEN. 


YOU FILTHY 
LIA 


RIS 


AND & WAVE 
ANOTHER, MORE PRESSING 
ENGAGEMENT. 





ood 


GET BACK HERE! YOU 
DARE MAKE A FOOL OUT 
OF Mer 








7) 


~ ¢ yy | 
ANN Oh 


(sp 






aoe 


WHEN DO YOU 
THINK YOU’LL BE 
BACK? 


YEAH...IT 
SUCKS, BUT WE 
PROMISED 


r 


WE GOTTA FIGURE 
OUT ALOT OF STUFF IN OLECE 2 
OUR OWN WORLD, LIKE CANDY! 
HOW TO FIX TH/S5 SOUL 
WEIRDNESS, YOU 
KNOW? 


LI KNOW IT. DARK 
FUN GANG FOR 
LIFE! 





mo 


KRIS, INEVERYTHING 
THAT’S HAPPENBD...I NEVER 
GOT THE CHANCE TO 
APOLOGIZE. 


LI THOUGHT THAT 
KEEPING QUIET WAS 
THE KINDER THING TO 
DO. NOW I REALIZE 
THAT...IT’S ALOT 
MORE COMPLICATED 
THAN THAT. 


WE’RE ALL BACK HOME. 

I THINK...L’M READY TO 

HEAR EVERYTHING YOU 
KNOW. 





I’M SORRY FOR 
KEEPING IMPORTANT 
THINGS FROM YOU. 


THE PROPHECY L 
WAS 50 SURE ABOUT... 
IT’S VERY STRANGE 
WHEN YOU REALIZE 
SOMETHING YOU'VE 
BELIEVED YOUR WHOLE 
LIFE |S JUST PART OF 
SOMETHING HUGE THAT 
YOU DON’T FULLY 
UNDERSTAND 


yy XIKNOW I’M JUST... 
FROM A PIECE OF ASRIEL 
THAT HE LEFT BEHIND HE 
KNOWS THINGS I DON’T, AND 
I KNOW THINGS HE 
DOESN'T. 


nod 


I KNEW, SINCE I FIRST 
SAW YOU, THAT YOU’RE 
BOTH DARKNER AND LIGHTNER. 


I DON’T KNOW HOW THAT 
HAPPENED, OR WHO MADE 


YOU THAT WAY. 


BUT I KNEW THAT THERE 


WAS SOMETHING...MUCH 


BIGGER, MOVING YOU, THE 
SAME WAY LIGHTNERS GUIDE 


DARKNERS. 


I REALLY HOPED THAT BY 
ENCOURAGING YOU TOWARDS 
KINDNESS...I COULD KEEP YOU FROM 
BEING HURT, SOMEHON, IF THAT 
THING WASN’T 50 KIND ITSELF 


——_--~ \ 


MAYBE...IT DION’T EVEN 
MATTER WHAT THE BIGGER 
THING DID. ACTING OR FIGHTING, 
HEAVEN OR HELL...WE’/RE 
STILL HERE NOW. 


I’M NOT EVEN SURE 
WHY I KNEW THOSE 
THINGS...IT SEEMED AS 
OBVIOUS TO ME AS THE 
PROPHECY. 


I DON’T KNOW. 
THERE’S ONE THING I 
DO KNOW MATTERS...L/M 
HERE AT ALL BECAUSE 
OF ASRIEL. 





on 


BECAUSE HE 
LOVES YOU, VERY 
MUCH. 


DON’T FORGET 
THAT, OKAY? 


HAD TO PRACTICE I/LL ALWAYS BE HERE FOR YOU 
HUGGING THAT DUMMY FOR IN THIS WORLD BUT THERE’S PEOPLE 
SOMETHING, RIGHT? IN YOUR WORLD WHO REALLY CARE 
ABOUT YOU, TOO! 


H-HAHA, RIGHT! 





nob 


I KNOW 
WHATEVER 
HAPPENS... 

THEY’LL TAKE 
CARE OF YOU. 


STAY FROSTY, YA 
GoopBy SUGAR CUPCAKES! 


e! 





oot 





baa 











— 2 
oh 








Rie KNIGHT WHO 
THE FOUNTAINS FROM 
EARTH 


KRIS’S SOUL... Wé’VE BEEN 
RESONATES WITH OPENING PATHWAYS 
THE FOUNTAINS! BETWEEN LIGHT AND 

DARK THIS WHOLE 
TIME/ 


, RALSEI, WE DON’T 
4 HAVE LIGHT 
FOUNTAINS. 


HA HA...50, YOU SEE 
THE THREAD? 





ob2 


THE PIECES 
ARE NEARLY 
TOGETHER. 


THE KNIGHT, THAT 
KEPT FOLLOWING US, 
BUT NEVER 
CONFRONTING US... 


WAS THAT HIS 
GOAL ALL 
ALONG?! 


I SUPPOSE YOU SEAM...THE KNIGHT WHO 
WILL HAVE TO ASK I SUSPECT HE SPOKE TO YOU...WHAT DID 
HIM YOURSELF I5...CLOSE. HE SAY? 


HA HA...IT DOESN’T 
MATTER. DARKNESS 
SURGES, LIGHT 
EMERGES. 





obo 





WHEN OUR 
WORLDS TRULY 
COLLIDE... 


..WHAT CHAOS 
THAT'LL BRING! 


L...I’M GOING TO 
FIND HIM, AND aladaly 
CONFRONT HIM. 


A TOAST TO YOU, 
ON YOUR WAY, MY FRIEND... 
THEN. 


.. AND TO THE 
END OF THE 
woReLp! 
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UM...KRIS SAID...TO 
WAIT FOR YOU OUT 
HERE... 








FOR YOU! 


ae 
= 
y 
Lae 
N 
my 
=< 
9S 








W-WELL, UH...LA5T 
WEEK, I TALKED TO KRIS, 
TTHEY SAID YOU ATE 
CHALK, 





50 I-L THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT...LIKE I D-DION’T GET 
SOME... eas THE CHANCE TO GIVE 
IT RIGHT AWAY, ALL 
THAT STUFF 
HAPPENBD... 


A-AND THEN, LIKE AD0G TOY? 


AFTER... WESTERDAY...L SERIOUSLY?! 
WAS THINKING “OH, L 
SHOULD DO MORE THAN 
THAT”... 


50 I, UMM, 
SCRAMBLED TO 
FIND...5OME OTHER 
THINGS... 





T-THAT WAS AN UNSENT 
CHRISTMAS PRESENT...IT’S 9- 
SUPPOSED TO FEEL GOOD FOR 
THEM TO CHEW ON, SOL I-L’M SORRY, IT’S 
THOUGHT... STUPID, YOU CAN 
THROW IT OUT... 





0-OR...YEAH...4OU 
CAN KEEP IT! 














5-50 LGOTA 
SUBSCRIPTION TO 
THOSE...ONLINE THINGS 
WHERE THEY SEND YOU A BOX 
OF SNACKS FROM AROUND THE 
WORLD...50 Y-YOU CAN TRY 
ALL KINDS OF WEIRD 
FOODS! 


ALSO UMM...THE 
TICKETS ARE... 








50, UM...I-L 
HOPE YOU LIKE 
Wie 


NO ONE’S EVER 
GIVEN ME SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS BEFORE. 





L LIKE IT, BUT T...L 
FEEL BAD THAT I DO, 
ALMOST? 


OH NO, I DON’T 
WANT YOU TO FEEL 
BAD ABOUT IT! 


SUSIE...4~OU 
DON’T NEED TO 
APOLOGIZE TO ME 
ABOUT THAT. 


I-L MEAN...IT 
WASN’T MY 
HAMSTER... 


THAT’S WHEN LI 
FIRST STARTED 
THINKING... 


LOOK. AFTER 
Fee a. YESTERDAY, L...L KINDA 
GUILTY? OR... / WANNA SAY I’M 
, / SORRY. 


ABOUT...THE 
HAMSTER, IN 
KINDERGARTEN. 





...L REMEMBER ALL 

HE OTHER KIDS GOT 

50 UPSET, ‘CAUSE IT 
WENT MISSING. 


I REMEMBER 
YOU CRIEP ALL 
DAY. 











THAT ITWAS A 
BAD PERSON. 





O-OH SUSIE...I’M 


30 SORRY! I DON’T I GUESS...NHAT I DON’T 
WANT COU) THINS UNDERSTAND I5...WHY DIDN'T YOU 
THAT: TELL THE TEACHER HOW YOU FELT? 
I’M SURE NONE OF THE ADULTS 
WANTED YOU TO STARVE! 


L JUST... WAS 

EMBARRASSED! L WAS ALWAYS a ES 
ASKING THE TEACHERS FOR FOOD Winco 
AND THEY ONLY HAD THOSE Zeer 

ANIMAL CRACKERS TO GIVE ee 
ME... Pas 


THEY WERE | | L GUESS THAT 
PROBABLY SICK OF | | MUST BE A 
ME ASKING... || | CARNIVORE 








L-I’M SORRY, IT ALWAYS 
JUST ASSUMED... 





NO, A WHAT 
THING? WHAT IS 
IT? 


LOOK, I’M NOT SCHOOL 
SMART, OKAY? I DON’T 
REMEMBER CLASS STUFF! 


SUSIE, IT’S...NOT A 
SCHOOL THING! THAT'S 
SOMETHING YOUR FAMILY 
SHOULD KNOW FOR YOU! 


WELL I DON’T/ IT’S 
BAD, ISN’T IT? 





i” WAIT...HOW CAN YOU NOT 


KNOW WHAT THAT I9?7 
CARNIVORE? 


NO, OF COURSE NOT! IT’S 
\. JUST THE DIET YOU NEED! 


IT’S LIKE...ALL HUMANS AND 
MOST MONSTERS ARE 
OMNIVORES, 50 THEY’/RE FINE 
EATING ANYTHING. 


BUT, LIKE...ME AND MY FAMILY 
ARE ALL HERBIVORES. WE NEED TO HAVE 
5OME VEGETABLES EVERY DAY OR ELSE 
a WE GET SICK! 


50, IF YOU’RE A 
CARNIVORE, YOU NEED 
MEAT EVERY DAY TO BE 
HEALTHY, AND... 


SUSIE, AREN’T 
YOU... 


H-HAVEN’T YOU 
BEEN DOING 
THAT?... 





OHMIGOSH! SUSIE/ NO 

WONDER YOU STARTED 

EATING HAMSTERS AND 
CHALK! 


N-NO/ £ ONLY LIVE WITH 
MY GRANDMOTHER, SHE’S ON 
FIXED INCOME, $0...WE GET 
THOSE GOVERNMENT STAMPS ; 

WE CAN ONLY AFFORD WHAT. ma an ngs 
SHE'LL EAT, IT’S ALWAYS RICE 


Mé THAT I WAS 
AND OATMEAL AND 
NOODLES... BEING PEMANPING 


AND UNGRATEFUL 
WHEN LI SAID IT WAS 
STILL HUNGRY, 
20... 


YOU’RE SUPPOSED TO 
BE EATING MEAT 
REGULARLY! 








LI CAN'T BELIEVE 
(f YOU'VE GONE THIS LONG 
5 [PRACTICALLY STARVING! YOURE 
A\LA LUCKY ALL YOU GOT WAS WEIRD 


I’M...SUPPOSED 
T0...5 





COMPULSIONS, INSTEAD OF 
GETTING SICK! 


WE...WE 
GOTTA FIX 


GOSH, L’D 
HAVE TO LOOK THAT 
UP TOO...MAYBE ONE OF 
THOSE BUFFET PLACES? I 
MEAN THOSE ARE ALL YOU 


SOMETHING IN THE 
SHORT TERM, TOO...W- 
WE COULD GET A BUS TO 
THE CITY! AND GO TOA 


DEFINITELY LONG 
TERM...MAYBE THERE’S 
FOOD PROGRAMS 
SPECIFICALLY FOR 


CARNIVORES? I CAN LOOK IT 
UP...OR IT CAN ASK THE TOWN 
HALL ABOUT LENDING 
MONEY? LT DUNNO... 


STEAK HOUSE! OR...MAYBE A 
KOREAN BARBECUE PLACE! 
WHICH ONE GIVES YOU THE 

MOST MEAT FOR YOUR 
MONEY? 


CAN BAT, BUT PROBABLY NOT 
VERY GOOD...I WONDER IF 
THE ONE DE55 AND L 
WENT TO IS EVEN 
STILL OPEN... 





OH NO...I-L’M 
50 50RRY! DID T 
5-SAY 
SOMETHING 
WRONG?! 


| SUSIE...YOU/RE 
aot ee) te NOT BAD FOR HAVING 
WAS ME: CERTAIN NEEDS! IT’S... 
WE'RE ALL ALITTLE TO 
THAT IF L BLAME FOR NOT MAKING 
REALLY WANTED TO 5URE THEY WERE MET! L 
STOP BEING 50 GROSS, | JUST WANT— 
AND HORRIBLE, AND 
SELFISH, I COULD...BUT 
I DIDN'T, 50 L 
THOUGHT... _, LW-WAS JUST A 
\ BAD PERSON/ 





5-50RRY! L JUST, UM... | YOU’/RE WELCOME! OR, 
FEEL RELIEVED, LIKE... ALL UMM...L’M G-GLAD I 
THIS STUFF SUDDENLY | | HELPED YOU FEEL 
MAKES SENZE. | | BETTER’... 








YOU MEAN...LIKE W-W-WELL, I 
DO YOU, UM... A DATE? UHH...O-ONLY IF YOU 
STILL WANT TO WANT IT T-TO BE... 
GET THAT 
BARBECUE? I’LL 
PAY FOR IT... 





L...0ON’T THINK L 
CAN DEAL WITH THAT 
VET. 


. .WE/LL BRING KRIS 
AND AZZ4 ALONG, Too! 
IT CAN BE AFRIENDS 
THING. L-IT’LL BE FUN! 


YEAH. BARBECUE...PIE...TRY 
AND FIGURE OUT HOW TO FIX A HAHA...YW-YEAH... 
POSSESSED SOUL... 





(YYYYYY 


| 

| 

| 

| Ld SUSIE, UM...00 YOU 

| ee THINK...WE’RE GONNA 
| fade BE OKAY? 





IT’S GONNA 
BE OKAY. 














A FOUNTAIN OF 
DARKNES9... 





A SOURCE OF 
CREATION... 


DREAMS TIED 
TO WARING... 


THEN ANSWER ME 
PLAINLY! ARE YOU 
RESPONSIBLE FOR KRIS’S 
TROUBLES? FOR WHATEVER IS 
CONTROLLING AND UPSETTING 
THEM? 


YOU! YOUVE BEEN 
FOLLOWING US ACROSS 
ALL THESE DIFFERENT 

LANDS! 


BUT YOU’VE NEVER 
REALLY SHOWN 
YOURSELF...NOT UNTIL 
KRIS ISN’T PRESENT. 


NOT DISTRACT 
THEM FROM 
THEIR 


THEIR 
EXISTENCE 
MAKES SUCH 
TROUBLES 


INEVITABLE. 


AND I AM 
RESPONSIBLE 


FOR THEIR 
EXISTENCE. 





oid 


15 THAT PLAIN 
ENOUGH? 


IT’S ENOUGH 
FOR ME TO KNOW 
ONE THING... 


THAT YOU'VE HURT KRIS, AND 
ARE TRYING TO HURT OUR 
WORLD, AND YOU CAN’T BE 

ALLOWED TO CONTINUE THAT! 

LI’LL PUT A STOP TO IT! 


IS THAT WHAT 
YOU'LL DO? 


THAT'S WHAT 
WE’LL DO! 





of 


VIOLENCE, 50 
YOU'D BEST 
Glvé UP Now! 


YOU/RE 
OUTNUMBERED! 


WONDERFUL. 
WONDERFUL. 


ABLE TO TRAVEL 
HERE 
INSTANTANEOUSLY 


YOU WON'T THINK 
FROM YOUR ; THIS I5 SO WONDERFUL 
DISTANT LANDS! IF WE HAVE ANY SAY 
ABOUT IT. 





POINTLESS 
GESTURES. 


EVEN IF YOU 
ATTACK ME, 


DEFEAT 
Me... 


YOU ARE 
HERE! 
LI ALREADY 
HAVE WHAT I 
WANT. 


THE DARK 
WORLD 


IS THE SAME 
TO ME... 


AS IT 15 TO 


YOUR OWN 
FRIENDS... 


WHAT...ARE YOU 
REALLY AFTER? WHAT 
ARE YOU DOING TO THE 

DARK WORLD? 


A MEANS OF 





YOU’RE...A 
LIGHTNER! 


A HUMAN 
LIGHTNER! 


AND IF YOU 
NEEDED HELP... 
WHY DIDN’T YOU 

ASK FOR IT? 


I DON’T LIKE NOT 
KNOWING WHAT ALL THIS 
I5. T WANT ALL THE INFO 

WE CAN GET FIRST. 


THAT DEFINITELY DOESN’/T 
LINE UP WITH ANY PROPHECIES 
I KNOW. 


I-L DON’T UNDERSTAND! 
YOU’RE...ESCAPING THE DARK 
WORLD? WHAT DOES THAT 
HAVE TO DO WITH US? 


WHO CARES? 
WE’RE ALL HERE, 
AND WE KNOW HE’S 
HURT KRIS...LET’S 
JUST TAKE HIM 
DOWN Now! 


PLEASE, YOUNG ae 
PRINCES... eee eae 


MY LENGTHY 
EXPOSITION. 


I’ve BEEN 
wna ONTO IT 





aoe 


TRADITIONALLY, 


A SCIENTIST WELL NOW 
' I’M JUST GOING 
1% SAE ES” TO BE ANNOWED 


RESULTS. BY IT. 


I AM SO 
EAGER TO 


SHARE MINE. 


BETWEEN 


HUMANS AND ” + ENOW THESE 
YOU 5 suspect MONSTERS. TALES, 


BECAUSE I WAS 
THERE. 


KNOW TALES OF 
TERRIBLE STRIFE 


IRRECONCILABLE 
DIFFERENCES. 


ao 





CULMINATING IN THE 
IMPRISONMENT 


IN THE 
TUNNELS AND 
BARRACKS 


OF MYSELF 
AND ALL THE 
OTHER HUMANS 


We EXPECTED 
EVENTUAL 
COOLING OF 
TENSIONS To BE 
RELEASER 


IT DIO NOT 
HAPPEN. 


We EXPECTED 
RESCUE. 


SUCH AN ice 
UNDERGROUND |Eas 


BUILT TO KEEP 
A COMMUNITY 


FOR MANY 
DECADES INT 
EVENT OF 


GLOBAL 
CONFLICTS. 


DEEP 
BENEATH THE 
TOWN. 


A CRUSHING 
PRISON IN THE 
DARK 


WITH DWINDLING 
RATIONS. 





ood 


I WAS THE 

ONLY ONE 

EQUIPPED 
THE SLOWEST 


OF DEATH MY CELLMATES 
SENTENCES. | MAY HAVE 


LOATHED ME 





\ WAY 
Uh 


F ve VARIETY OF J] 
REASONS; 2 
haan 








= NEE 




















THE VERY 
THINGS KEEPING 
US 


4 \ 
NOT THE LEAST 
BEING MY / 
INVENTIONS FROM ESCAPING 
CONVENTIONALLY 


BUT I WORKED 
ONETHELESS. 








MY FIRST 
SUCCESS... 


A CORE ENGINE TO 
\ PROVIDE ENERGY; 


KEEP US ALL 
ALIVE. 











DREADFUL 
NOISE, 


BUT 
WORTHWHILE 
NONETHELESS. 


G/, 
jm 
Desperate. 
lt \ 


LIMITLESS 
ENERGY WAS NOT 
ENOUGH 


AN 
UNBRE AKABLE 
LOCK. 


I CYCLED 
THROUGH 


EVERY TERRIBLE 
FEELING 


A PERSON CAN 





r Bure DESPERATION 
THOSE MOST se Tusee CANE... 


INTENSE 


A PLACE 
SCIENCE AND 
REASON 


COULD NOT 
EXPLAIN. 


ONE OF 
IMAGINATION 


AT FIRST LI 
THOUGHT IT 
MERELY 
HALLUCINATIONS 


BROUGHT ON BY OUR 
IMPRISONMENT. 


AND 
POSSIBILITY 


OF GAMES, 
BROUGHT TO LIFE. 


AND 
RETURNED, 


AND LEARNER 





oor 


GAME PIECES, 


EXPERIMENTATION. 


A CONNECTION 
THAT COULD BE 
HARNESSER 


ooo 





THERE ARE 
PLACES WHERE, 


LKE A PIECE IS 
DIRECTED 


PERHAPS 
EVEN... 


PULLED FROM THE 
EARTH ITSELE 


TO JUMP 
ACROSS THE 
BOARD, 


OR A CARD IS 
PULLED 


A PERSON 
CAN MOVE 
ACROSS GREAT 


SPACE AND TIME. 


MOVE THROUGH A ° 
LOCKED DOOR. 


POTENTIAL 
ESCAPE. 


WHAT I 


NEEDED THEN 





ooo 


SOME 
SCIENCE OF THE 
50 ale LIGHT, SOME MAGIC OF 
: THE DARK. 
IN CERTAIN 
SPACES, 


THERE IS LITTLE 
DIFFERENCE. 


IT TOOK, MANY 
YEARS, MANY TRIES, 


T eaeaL. . NO SOUL, OF COURSE, 


NOW WAS 
THE MOST 


NO 
DIRECTION... 


EXCEPT WHAT THE ! 
GAME PLAYER DIFFICULT 
PART. 
MAY Give A 
THEM. 
/ 


Lt TRIED TO BUT FOUND 
DIRECT THEM, 





JH 


NEEDED SEE THE 
: BEING “ LIGHTNERS AS 


GODS 


GREATER THAN 
OUR WHOLE 


THE SAME WAY 
YOU DARKNERS 


IF THIS 
SURELY, DISTINCTION 
EXISTED... IT COULD 
EXIST 


ONE LEVEL 
GREATER. 


it 








LI REACHED 
¢) 


Ut TO PLACES, 
TIMES 


AGAIN BECAME 
apes 


EXISTENCES I DID 
NOT KNOW 


DIRECTING 
YOU. 





ANP BO YOU 








PERHAPS, 


A DIFFERENT 
PERSON, 


IN THE SAME 
CIRCUMSTANCE... 








A NAME ALREADY 
CALLED! 








THAT I WAS 
ALREADY THERE. 


WHAT THESE BEINGS 
KNEW WAS SOMETHING ELSE... 


or THe 
Same 
PERSON, 


IN A DIFFERENT 
\ CIRCUMSTANCE. | 





vRweniMte/ VELIARUNE we 
HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING AFTER ALL 



























ee YOU AND |, 
WE HAVE BOTH BEEN WAITING 
ENE ERTAMAe SUCH A VERY LONG TIME. 


HOW WONDERFUL. 


UNDERTALE / DELTARUNE @ @Under7: 
1 


ONCE L A \ i : - HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR YOU 
DISCOVERED j= 
HOW 


UNDERTALE / DELTARUNE @ 
SO TO BE HERE 


FINALLY 


ON THE VERGE OF CONNECTION 


UNDERTALE / DELTARUNE @ 


UNDERTALE / DELTARUNE @ 
I HAVE SOMETHING is 





SOMETHING | WANT TO SHOW YOU QUITE 


TO CONTACT 


: EXCITING. 
THO SE ASK NG UNDERTALE / DELTARUNE @ 
eee UNDERTALE / DELTARUNE @ 
THINK YOU WILL FIND LLOOK FORWARD 
TO CREATING 


VERY, 
VERY, ANEW FUTURE 


ALL THAT WAS 
NEEDED, 


AND BAIT. 


IT ALL TOOK SO 
NATURALLY. 
PERHAPS, 


THE BOARD WAS 


cere THE GREATEST 


TO BE SET 
UP 
EVEN If THE 
PLAYER 


WAS NOT 


LEAP OF FAITH 


IN MY 
UNNATURAL 
LIFE. 


READY TO 
BEGIN. 


I BLINDLY SeT WITHOUT A 
THE PIECE INTO THE CONNECTION To WITHOUT FORGING 


wots aoe We ell 


JUST AST 
THIS PIECE COULD 
COULD NOT REACH NOT REACH 


OUT 


TO SPACES 
UNKNOWN 


ae 





IT WAS AN 
IMPOSSIBLE 
GAMBLE. 


I WAS UTTERLY 
SHOCKED AT THE 
SPEED 


COMPLETE 
UNKNOWNS. 


WITH WHICH 


THE FIRST 
CONNECTION 
HAPPENER 





ood 


WHAT IS AND 
WHAT WAS 
POSSIBLE, BREACHER 


AS MANY OF 
THOSE WEAK 
LETTING THE 


STORY PLAY ' 
ITSELF WHILE L 


MOST TURNED 
UP NOTHING. 


BUT FROM : 
S0ME.... SOLVER 





A BRIDGE 
BETWEEN THE 
REAL 


AND THE 
IMAGINER 


ogo 


VEARS OF OF CONFLICT, 
UNCERTAINTY. 


= Fis SOWING SEEDS 


if 


L 


WAS NOT 
nn FORGOTTEN. 


MY CREATION 
RETURNED TO THEIR 
BIRTHPLACE. 


THE PLAYER 
GUIDING THEIR 
STEPS. 


od6 





ENSURE THERE 
ARE OBSTACLES TO 
OVERCOME. 


KEEP THE STORY BUT NOT TOO 
ENGAGING... TEDIOUS. 


THE GAME’S 
NEARLY FINISHER 


YOU CHASED US OUT THAT 
FIRST TIME...60 THAT KRIS COULD 
POTENTIALLY SEEK OUT OTHER 
LANDS IN THE DARK WORLD! 





EVERY FOUNTAIN 
THEY’VE PASSED THROUGH, 
AFTER MEETING ONE OF US... 
THEY’VE BEEN OPENING 
PATHWAYS BETWEEN LIGHT 
AND DARK! 


BLEEDS INTO THE 
LIGHT SUFFICIENTLY... 


THE HUMANS 
CAN USE YOUR Rs A 


WORLD 


LOCKED DOORS. 


OBTAIN 
FREEDOM. 


IF OUR WORLDS GET 
LISTEN, IT KNOW YOU WANNA ALL MIXED UP TOGETHER...IT 
GET OUT OF WHERE YOU/RE COULD DESTROY THE DARK 
TRAPPED...BUT YOU CAN'T KEEP WORLD! 
DOING THIS! 


O-OR THE TOWN 
WHERE THE LIGHTNERS 
LIVE! OR BOTH/ 





THOSE 
bint do ’ UNJUSTLY 


TRAPPER 


AND If IT ALSO 
PULLS 


OR THE 
B-BUT...ALL HUMAN 
THOSE DARKNERS! LIGHTNERS! 
THEY DIDN’T ASK FOR 
THIS, EITHER! THIS 
COULD HURT THEM! 


DOES A 
PERSON TRULY 
CARE 


oR 
DESTROYED? 


IF AN OLD TOY IS 


THROWN OUT, 
THEY ARE 


OBJECTS. 


MEANS OF 
AMUSEMENT. 


NOT WORTH 
MOURNING. 


ogg 





YOU...YOU HAVE NO IDEA 
WHAT KIND OF ENTITY YOUVE 
CONTACTED! THIS BEING YOU 

TRICKED INTO CONTROLLING 
KRIS...4OU DON’T KNOW THEIR 
HEART! 


THEY MIGHT THE 
WANT TO HELP INTENTIONS OF 


KINDNESS, 
CRUELTY... 


IT DOESN’T 
MATTER... NARRATIVE 
GAME. SATISFACTION. 


THEY DESIRE THE 
SAME THING 


EVERY GAME 
PLAYER DOES. 


A HAPPY 
CONCLUSION. 


IS THAT NOT 
WHY EVERY 
PERSON TURNS 


TO THE 
DARKNESS OF 
IMAGINATION? 
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TO FIND THAT 
WHICH 


YOU THINK THEY 
WILL SIMPLY 
STOP? 


THAT THEY 
TRULY CARE ABOUT 
A TOKEN? 


DOES NOT EXIST 
IN REALITY? 


. . ABOVE ALL TO FINISH THE 
WHAT THIS § ELSE 15 STORY. 
ENTITY aaa 
DESIRES 


50 DESPERATE 
ARE THEY 


FOR AN 
ENDING... 


THEY WILL MAKE ONE 
UP THEMSELVES. 


THAT DEPRIVED 
OF ONE, 





SUCH A 
NATURE 


YOU DON’T KNOW 
THAT... 


681 


GO AHEAD, 


iF YOU SO 


SIX PRINCES, 


SIX OPEN 
DOORS 


FOR THE DARK \_— 
WORLD TO SPILL 
FROM. 


Wé DON’T NEED TO 
RELY ON WHAT THAT 
ENTITY DOES! WE CAN 
STILL TAKE YOU OUT 
OURSELVES. 


TOGETHER, WE HAVE 
THAT POWER, AND YOU 
KNOW IT! 


CONNECTED BY 
BONDS TO 
THE GAME 
PIECE. 





..L’M NOT GETTING 
DOCKED PAY FOR 
THIS, AM L? 


O0-OH...MEW 
MEW? 15 THAT 





OOOH, HEY, 
WHAT’S THIS 
PLACE? 


THE WORLD 
ABOVE US IS 
DARKER, 











GROSS, FROM 
THE LOOKS OF IT! 


HEY, YOURE 
GONNA HURT 





KEEPS 
GROWING. 


AW KRINGLES, NOT 


AGAIN...UHH, HEY 
THE LIGHTS ARE 
NUESEE OUT AGAIN? 


*COUGH* = te ANYONE 
> _4 OUT THERE? 


*COUGH* 


CUTTING 
DEEPER. 
FA PLEASE...I-L 
DON’T WANT YOU... 
TO HURT!... 





" SANS! SANS, 
IT’S BACK AGAINL. 


, ') EHH el IT’S BACK IN MY 
FROM THe || so i : aaa AGAIN! 


SHADOWS. 


bro, i told you, 
you don't gotta worry 
‘cause that thing ps 
isn't real-- ANP YOU, 
YOU...ARE YOU 
REAL, OR NOT 
REAL? 


WHAT A 
CONCEPT, 
CONCEPT! 








LET US FIND 
OUT, OUT! 


685 





NO BaRRier 


BETWEEN WHAT IS AND 


SIX ARE HERE. 


LI HAVE DONE THE 
CALCULATIONS, 


MANY TIMES 
ovee. SEVEN 

CONNECTIONS WILL 
BE ENOUGH 


TO COMPLETELY 
BREAK THE 
BARRIER, 
ANO LET 


THOSE HUMANS 
WALK 


JUST ONE 
MORE... 


WHAT ISN’T. 


BINDING LIGHT 

_ SEVEN TO DARK. 

THREADS SEVEN OPENED 
FOUNTAINS. 


NP NOW... 
7 ° THERE |S 
JUST 


ONE MORE 
NEEDER 


oNe MORE 
PUZZLE TO 


DEAR, SECRET DIARY 
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| DIDOT THINK | WAS EveR, 
GOING To DO ONE OF These 


=f ~ BUT | Guess l'Ue GOT One 























I'VE BEEN THINKING A WHOLE 
LOT THis semesTeR, AND \'UE 
LEARNED A LOT. 





NOT JUST THE SCHOOL STUFF, 
BUT... Some MORE IPORTANT 
THINGS. 





WHILE I've Been KEEPIOG THESE 
THOUGHTS SecReT, | GUESS... 
REALLY, KRIS, THESe THOUGHTS 

ARE FOR You. 


LIN <= 
\ REALIZE Now THAT | CANT KeeP 
RUNNING AWAY FROM THIS BIG 
PROBLEM FOREVER, IT'S OT FAIR 


\ 








TO You. 





WHAT HAPPEWED... WHAT WAS Dove, 
To THe HUMANS ID THE TOWN, 


BUT Now \T HAS To 
BE MY RESPONSIBILITY 


So I' NoT GOING | |'™ GOING To TAKE 


Ayvmere. ResfoosBLITy 


TO PRETEND 
IT'S FING FOR YouR Sake. 


‘VE DIScovVeRep 


SOMETHING 
INCREDIBLE. | Have A PLAN. 


P| 


AND \ THINK 





IT'LL BE SCARY BUT... 
(WELL BE STRONG. 


PB. WELL FREE 
: Fd A CueRYONE. 


AND We'LL DO 
IT TOGETHER, 





re 














THE EHD 
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The Princess 
and the Dragon 
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HEY NOELLE, FOUND 
YouR NOTEBOoK 


WW 
Jw a AMT... 


WOAH, You DRAW 
REALLY GOOD. 


UHHHH... WHY 
DOES THAT Look LIKE.,.7 





S111y 51de 
Comics 


9. 


ey 
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RALSEI AND ALL THE 
OTHER TOOTHPASTE 
BOYS HAVE THEM... 


SE 





a 





M5, ALPHYS 
AND MS. TORIEL 
BOTH WEAR 
GLASSES... 
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K_. 
za 
=> 
sg 
= 
Az 
Ow 
39 
oY 
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WELL, AT LEAST 
WE DON’T— 





I CAN ANSWER I STOLE ALITTLE BIT OF 
THAT! EVERYONE’S VISION AND GAVE IT 
TO KRIS. 


WHAT THE 
BHrE,!! 


YEAH, PROBABLY, 
WHO EVEN KNOWS HOW 
DARK MAGIC BIOTECH 
WORKS. 


IT’S TRUE. IT HAVE 
200/20 VISION. 


IT’S AWFUL. 
I CAN SEE 
YOUR PORES 
FROM ACROSS 
THE ROOM. 


WHY DO YOU 
THINK I HAVE MY 
HAIR IN FRONT OF 

MY FACE ALL 

THE TIME? 
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EXCUSE ME...L 

HAVE AVERY ARE YOU 
IMPORTANT RUNNING FOR 
QUESTION. MAYOR AGAIN? 


ARE YOU KRIS DREEMURE, LT STOP PRANK 
RUNNING? KNOW IT’S YOU. CALLING MY 


OFFICE. 


FINE, L’LL GET 
SOMEONE ELSE 
TO DO IT. 


HEY CAN L TALK THERE'S NO 
‘TO Avan HUGH MANPUPE 


MANPUPE? | HERE... 





GOOD, THEY 
SHOULD AT LEAST BE 
USING THE TOILET! 


UMM...WHAT 
DO YOU CALL 
IT...WHEN AN 
ENEMY RUNS 
AWAY AFTER A 
BATTLE IS 
over? 


No, YOU 
CALL ITA 
LATE FLEE! 


HOHOHOHO! L 
DEMAND TO SPEAK TO 
YOUR LEADER! 


OKAY, 
aoopBye! 


I’M THE 
MAYOR. I’M IN 
CHARGE. 





I WIN THIS PRANK, YOU 


REALLY? = LITTLE SOURDOUGH! 


WOW, THAT 
WAS BASY! 


Nope NOPE 


Nope 


Nope Nope 


EXCUSE ME, 
I5 THIS TREE 
IN THE LOBBY 

YOURS? 


WELL, CAN YOU 
TELL IT TO LEAF 
Mé ALONE? 


YES? ...AND IS 
THIS ASRIEL 





UMMM OKAY 
BYE, 
a 


HELLO, L’D LIKE 
TO ORDER A 
LARGE PIZZA! 


REALLY? 
THEN WHAT 
ARE YOU 
DOING WITH 


EXCUSE ME, 
CAN I HAVE A 
MINUTE OF YOUR 


CONIFERS 
DON’T EVEN 
HAVE LEAVES. 


THIS ISN’T A 
PIZZA PLACE. 


WE DON’T 
HAVE THAT. 





——— 


— “XN 
7 AND WHOSE \ 
[ FAULT I5 


THANKS, I > THAT...? 
NEED A NEW Am - 
ONE AFTER L aa 
WASTED ONE 

DOING THIS 
PRANK CALL. 


UHHH I HEARD 
HELLO...UM THIS ONE 
—I5 AMANDA AGES AGO. 

SMOOCH 
STILL W- 
WORKING 
THERE? 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT, NEVER 
MIND THIS WAS 
MEAN—SORRY 

BYEl! 





ONE DAY, EVERYTHING YOU 
KNOW AND LOVE WILL BE GONE 
THREAT? 


NO, IT’S IT’S VERY 
JOKE. FUNNY. 


hey, just calling L SUPPOSE 


to ask: is your YOU WANT ME 
fridge running? So A 





MAYOR 
HOLIDAY! L 
JUST WANTED 
TO CALL AND 
APOLOGIZE FOR 
ALL THOSE 
PRANK CALLS 
YOU WERE 
GETTING. 


GREAT. 
WHILE L’VE 
GOT YOU, L 
WANTED TO 

AK... ARE YOU 
RUNNING FOR 
MAYOR 
AGAIN? 


WOW, L WOULD’VE 
THOUGHT IT’D BE 
FASTER TO DRIVE! 


FINALLY, 
SOMEONE 
NORMAL... 


IT’S ALL 
RIGHT, 
ASRIEL. 


YES, OF 
COURSE. 








LOOKS LIKE THIS’LL 
WORK, AS LONG AS YOU 
IMPLEMENT IT STARTING 











HAVE A CANDY 
BAR AND CHILL. 








—AND THEY’LL BE 
LENDING A HAND IN 
REPARATIONS. 


LOOKS LIKE 
FOLKS AROUND COULD USE A 
HERE... HAND 


WOW, GOOD 


THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU! 


I AM 50 HAPPY We 
COULD AVOID VIOLENCE! 


THANK YOU, \~) 
IT’S JUST WHAT } | 








CAUGHT THIS HERE Or eee 


TROUBLEMAKER FOR WORLD. 
YA. 


AND GUE55 
WHAT? I’M A 
STAR Now! 


eiieue veer Tue pre WE’VE DISCOVERED THE 


CAUSE OF YOUR ILLNESS. 
caabliaiag rte STABLE IT'S TREATABLE. 


| THANK 
WOW, WE CAN VISIT \ | ; 
WHENEVER! | GOODNESS! 














YOU ARE UNBANNED 
FROM FREE HAM AND IN A STUNNING 
SANDWICH DAY. UPSET, THE NEW MAYOR 
PRINCE VOTED INTO OFFICE I9... 
LANCER CAN \ HANDY SNAKE! 
COME, TOO. rT | 


HANDY SNAKE, YOU MANAGED TO 
SAVE OUR TOWN, BOTH THE DARK AND LIGHT 
WORLDS, AND EVEN SAVED MY MARRIAGE! HOW 
DO ¥OU DO IT? 








Ve 4 2 
aw 


A REAL HANDY 
GUY TO HAVE 
AROUND. 





Behind the 
Scenes 


My very first page of sketches when trying to do the ideas for 
Paper Trailt At the time, it was just trying to get down all the 
¥arious ideas I had for the story Some stuff showed up, while some 
things changed or got dropped. There’s even a little proto Gaster 
Knight in theret 





<o" wT THESE 


While I worked out Eslira pretty early, I wasn’t sure completely on 
how the other princes were supposed to lookt 


This was mostly me trying to work out their hair styles, scarves 
and glasses. 





Development sketches for Trophy City 


Some of the more abstract music guys were supposed to represent the CDs 
under Asriel’s bed...classical, jazz and religious ska. 643 





More Trophy City HPCs. I think I was originally going to have a joke 
with Susie and knockoff Bowser, and never got to it. A Lot of 
terrible puns that never got used...perhaps for the better. 





Rainbow Jungle sketchest The actual debut of the amazing Handy 
Snaket 
Honestly figuring out how to do the Thunder Hills was kind of a pain. 
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A few more things for 
the pizzeria and 

the Rainbow Jungle / 
Claw Mountain areat 


Unlike with DOFP, I 
actually thought to 
try and make a bunch 
of layouts for areas 
I reused a few times, 
which was definitely 
for the best. 





















(Most of SRS 
FATENOS 
g PAST poatwAay 
| 


= 


Boss 
ofrice 


L/YouT 


Everything in Pool 
Town Hall had to have 
a billiards motif, 

so I was just trying 
to work out stuff 
that would be easy to 
copy over and over. 


Layouts, layouts, 
layoutstt 


This stuff might 
seen boring, but 
honestly I’d 
recommend doing it 
if you draw comics. 
It really helps to 
“set the stage” 
and know where 

all the 

characters are in 
the scene. 


[oe <<. ae ARs. Gh aa 
ET 
A 
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Working out the looks for more HPCs in the Town Hall and 
University, especially the pool mobt 


Have you ever looked closely at foosbal players? They're heckin’ 
weird. 





CHURCH = (AYOUT CONFLSSIUN jy? 
iy Window |S AT Boxes Y/ny ! 
ONUY ERONT > VERY 816 ! 


BASEMENT 


se 
= CORN a NTEAN 
g (ee ES = ENTE E 

\ (EI roe > 

— 


NT The church and Dark World 
for it didn’t have much 

in the way of HPCs, so all 
the stuff for that was 
just focusing on the 


layouts and backgrounds. 


4 ROOF? 


Kee WINDS paste 
P ABSTRACT 


JA pec SURR BASIC 
SPaRSDIT~/ pews Aer SUA BAS 
Borie 





=, 4" 
HAVE snuowFAlc! 
ONLY FIINTS 
OF LeAvts: 
Mostly stikces] 
TRUNES/ smi 


nO FORESTS — 
Turns out that making (— 
your backgrounds mostly 
rocks, sticks and snow 
makes then pretty easy 


to figure out. Yay 


HOT SEAT ON 
MME ICE WALL CUAR 


LIELLSCAPE 5. Wit 7” BEES 4 smoke 649 





Costume Cand some form changes?) I started working out these 
about halfway through the comict I think a number of these 
ended up changing a bit anyway. 





Probably the most spoilery sketch page, so I couldn't show 

this one for awhilet Worked out Gaster’s outfits pretty quickly, 
but trying to figure out horns and hair for King of Hyperdark 
took a bit more. 





Also, did a couple area sketches for Whitestone Isles around 
heret The little checker guys are way too fun. Also hey, a first 
attempt at Jevilt I don’t think I was super happy with it. 





A few more loose sketches trying to work out some of the various 
puzzles in the Whitestone Isles, as well as how the other chess 
pieces might look. The coaster was surprisingly difficult to 
work outt 





Extra Fun 
Stutt 


Susie with bed 
hairt This was 
probably done 
for an ask or 
somesuch. 





He sure 
does do lots. 





I completely 
forget why I 
drew this. 





The gang 
looking 
SO nice 
inall 
their 
dressest 


BONJOUR 


The Knight’s true identity, finally revealed... 








What if the Holidays shed their antlers like 
reindeer usually do? Who knows, but it has the 
potential to be pretty funny. 


bof 


“~s! 


K AWKWARD SCOCTING Noisesk 


Yarious Hightmare 
Susies compiled 
from asks. 


That dress really 
isn’t going to fit 
nowt 





SUSIE? 
WHAT'RE You 
DOING THERE 7 \ 


ALEE 


You DROP IT. SY 
Now aS 


Why did I draw this? Dunno, it seemed really funny 
to me at the time. 





Where's his acm 





Definitely showing my age with the Homestar 
Runner references...but again, it just popped 
into my head and I thought it was funny. 
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IT wanted to show off all the princes with their scart 
colors...and also try and draw them a 1ittle closer to 
the canon stylet 


Bonus King of Hyperdark and Asriel just for funsiest 
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By popular request: some other results of the Suselle 
request livestreant 


Includes some cozy moments, recreating that Lady and 
the Tramp scene, a sneaky kiss, and Susiezilla with 
plucky reporter Hoellet 
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Hore requestst 


Susie carrying Hoelle in the dark world, a bit of hair 
brushing, a tender moment outside the hospital, and 
Susie tries to teach Noelle to sweart 
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More requestst 


Hoelle admiring those teeths, Noelle really CAN fly 
outside the ferris wheel, Noelle gives Susie a bear 
hug, and Susie deals with the Dark World mouse problem 
in her own way 
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Kris, where the HELL 
are we?tt 






hp 


(6 


Wait...we're on the 
last page?? 





Why would there be 
a page AFTER the 
Acknowledgenents?t... 


